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ARE WE TO HAVE WAR OR PEACE? 











Last week commenced with a pacific prospect. Mr. 
CaLHouN, Who was supposed to have the balance or 

ower upon this question in the United States senate 
in his hand, ‘‘defined his position” to be exactly 
where he stood on the same question in 1843, against 
any measures leading to an immediate issue with 
England in regard to Oregon, and in favor of a ‘‘mas- 
terly inactivily.” 

The aspect changed, however, before the week 
was out. The qvrestion was no longer to be kept 
from the house of representatives. The popular | 
branch of the legislature wes impatient to have 
hold of the subject. On Friday morning, a proposi- 
tion involving the question came on, and was with 
some difficulty disposed of without allowing the de- 
bate to commence thereon. Another followed an 
hour or two afterwards; and the impetuosity on the 
subject was no jonger to be restrained. The debate 
commenced. When and how it will end, Heaven 
knows. . 

Some of the real elements with which the ques- 

tion is now to be mixed up, soon began to develope 
themselves. 
It is obvious that the positions of cliques and parties 
will be, to a considerable extent, unhinged, and re- 
arranged by the force and preponderance of this 
question. 





Though the pioneer movement of General Cass, : 
S ’ 


territory, or of delaying the termination of the joint 
occupancy for at least three years.” 

During the debate on friday and Saturday of last 
week, a fair pass took place, as the proceedings of 
the House will show, between a former (whig) 
chairman of the committee on foreign relations, Mr. 
J.Q. Apams, and the present chairman of that com- 
mittee, Mr. Cuas. J. Incersout. Had the object 
been to try which should now get the lead in going 
for ‘the whole of Oregon, or none,” and that at the} 
shortest possible notice, they could hardly have ex- 
hibsted a fairer race for the prize. Mr. Adams, as 
is his usual fortune in personal renecontres, seems 
to have had the best of it, however. 

When the question came up in the house of rep- 
resentatives, on Friday, curiosity was wide awake 

or the promised development of the views of ‘the 
old man eloquent,” who was well known to possess 
great influence in the house—a leader among-t the 
whigs, an associate, to some extent, of the aboli- 
tionisis—an anti-Texas inveterate. 

The amount of estimate in which his judgment! 
and influence is held, was immediately manifested 
not only at Washington Sut throughout the union.— 
When he “defined his position’ in the house, the 
effect of Mr. Calhoun’s prior occupation of the pre- 
ceding Tuesday, was, to a great extent, “nullified” 
if not blown “sky high.” Certain it is, that the ap 
prehensions of war were at once renewed—siocks 
fell instantly —markets were agitated—and the week 
closed under gloomy forebodinzs; the assurances of | 





cliques, presidential aspirants—partizans of men or 
of measures, if not colleagued for the accomplish- 
ment of their primary objects, at least leaning large- 
ly toward their favorite purposes. r 

In short, parties began to be developed under the 
new aspect in which they had now for the first time 
met for action. A course was t» be chalked out by 
each of many interests, which those that here had 
those interests in charge, considered most promising 
of success. The people of the country look on with 
renewed anxiety. 

Mr. Hitniaro, a young and talented representa- 
tive, the only whig from Alabama, made a very im- 
pressive speech, differing in opinion from al! the 
propositions before the house. He proposed a substi- 
tute, which appears to correspond with the report of 
the minority of the committee on foreign relations, 
as to the treaty-making and executive powers in- 
volved in the case, (see said report in the proceed- 
ings of the house in this number.) He went, how- 
ever, for giving to the president the power to give 
the year’s notice to Great Britain, whenever he should 
deem it expedient so to do. 


The impression at present is, that this will be the 
course adopted. But new developments may soon 
vary the scene, as the views of parties are brought 
to bear upon this new proposition. 


The course of the great manufacturing interest in 
the house, we have been looking out to distinguish 
some development of. In the evolutions so far, of 


in the senate, was seized upon and availed of, as|the venerable gentleman that he apprehended no! parties in the house, they have apparently made no 


answering certain purposes of the administration, | 
and the unanimous vote upon adopting it was 
at once clapped as a plume into the president’s | 
cap, as evidencing a geuveral approbation of | 
his views upon this question, yet we judge that | 
neither this movement nor the kindred resolutions | 


war seemed to weigh but very little when placed in| 
the scale to balance the tenor of the course he chalk- | 
ed ont for the country. 

Whether the sarcastic keenness of Mr. Adams’! 
reference to the chairman of the committee on fo- | 
reign relations, an avtagon st with whom he has long | 


move. It is quite possible that they discern that 
they are about to lose the advantages which they 
now enjoy under the existing tariff, as is now very 
confidently afficemed by the opponents of the tariif 
that they will. The secretary of the creasury is cer- 


tainly occupying nearly his whole time and attention 


offered by Mr. Hawnecan, (ho is said to be a Cass been exchanging missiles, had any influence in pre-| i@_ arranging his project for that object, whilst the 


man for the next presidency)—nor Mr. Dovetass’| 
bill—are exactly in accordance with the views of | 
the president and his cabinet;—nor yet is the oppo- | 
sition of Mr. Culhoun to all these movements as ex- | 
pressed in the substitute be offers, exectly to their 
liking. 

Without stopping to give our own reasons for 
these opinions, it will be sufficient for the present to | 
quote the authority of the Washington correspon- | 
dent of the Richmond Enquirer, who, from position, | 
we suppose to be about as well informed as to the. 
views of the administration, as any of the Washing: | 
ton letter-writers, at least. His letter of the 29th | 
Dec., foresiadowed precisely the course which J. | 
Q. Adams would and did take in the bouse, on the | 
2d January fotlowing. On the 31st he writes— 

“{ find that a jarge majority of the democratic! 


cipitating a report from that committee, our readers | 
will judge for themselves. A reportcame on Mon- | 
day morning, however, up to the point of termina- | 


official organ and all the other anti-tariff journals are 
unremiltingly battering said tariff, and assert confi- 
dently that its fate is sealed. Tariff members of 


ting the joint occupancy forthwith, on the expiration | Congress also express in letters to their constituents, 


of the year’s notice. | 

That the administration would have preferred de-| 
laying this report until they should hear once more | 
from Europe, we judged, from the remote day which | 
the chairman proposed for its consideration—the ad | 
of February. 


that afier carefully canvassing the representation to 
congress as to its fate, they believe that a majority 
will be mustered for tts repeal. Af this be ascertained, 
we should jook almost to a certainty for more or 
less of that interest in congress to go for a 
war, which would be worth a doz2n tariffs to the 


So remote a period was not at all to the taste of | manufacturers, rather than to incur such another 
the ardent portion of the members, and a motion | Scene of ruin, poverty, and desolation as they had to 


was made to consider it next dev. | submit to under the effects of the system which al- 
Upun this motion the debate went on. Meantime, | !owed free trade with us to all the Kuropeans whilst 
how stand parties in the house on the subject? our trade with them was subjected to just such im- 


Mr. Adams was followed quickly by others of the | positions as their policy or interests induced them to 


; 


whigs in support of taking possession of, and defending | 


inflict, amounting often to exclusion allogether. The 


party in this city concur in regarding either set of | te whole of Oregon, so soon as the year’s joint oc-| War of 1912. was. the: birth and.penaip or gonny of 


resolutions (Mr. Hannegan’s and Mr. Calhoun’s) as | 
extremely ill-advised and out of piace. The peo-| 
ple, of both parties, doubtless desire that the Oregon 
question should be settled by negotiation if possible; 
and therefore the resolutions of the former gentle- 
mao, (though he in a measyre disclaimed such in- 
tention,) if sustained by the senate, cannot fail, be- 
ing regarded as an estoppel to all future diplomatic 
efforts, on whatever basisestablished. The question 
is not—what are our territoria] rights? but whether, 
as they have, fur so many years, beca made the sub- 
ject of negotiation, is it proper to refuse to listen to 
any proposition that Britain may still make? Mr. 
Caihoun’s resolutions appear to me to be equally 
unfortunate; for, notwithstanding his assertion to 
the contrary, they will assuredly create an impres- 
sion that @ portion of the democratic partly are 
about to step furward to give the whigs the coveted 
Opportunity to defeat the honorable and peaceable 
settlement of the controversy by the present admin- 
istration. 
+ - x ” » * 

“If congress should eventually endorse the views 
of either of these gentlemen—as wide apart as they 
are—they will virtually take the question out of the 
hands of the adininisiration, who have so far man 
aged it to the entire and avowed satisfaction of nine- 
teuths of the people, Will the country be better 
contenuied wiih the management of either Mr. Han- 
negan or Mr. Cathoun? 1 doubt it. You will per- 
ceive, from the debate, that Mr. Cathoun hus not, as 
yet, CXpiersed Wisisedl Up ihe question Ol extend- 











ing the jurisdiction of the United Siates over the 


cupancy expires. 
Mr. Baker, the only whig from IJlinois, made an. 
eloquent speech, in favor of prompt measures, and 
would never relinquish an inch of the territory. 
The offer of compromise on the 49th parallel was 
severely denounced. | 


: , 
Mr. Darracna, (whig,) from Pennsylvania, was as | 


decisive as Mr. Buker. 

The Abolition party in the house, so far as Mr. Gid- 
dings may be considered as their leader and expo- 
nent, are for war outright. They announce at once 
that the admission of Texas has unshipped the ba- 
lance of power between the slave and non-slave 


our principal manufactures of this day. If members 
in congress whose object is to sustain that interest, 
should decide to risk another war rather than see their 
interests prostrated by the southern ascendency, they 


| will create a diversion which the administration will 


find it exceedingly difficult to control. 


Meantime the administration party is far from 
being barmonious upon the question. We have 
‘shown that a full moiety of what has passed in the 

house in favor of notifying England to quit claim to 
/any part of Oregon, has been said by leading whigs. 
|The cautionary admonitions of Mr. Winturop, on 
the other side, seem to be almost unheeded, even by 


holding states, and placed the dominion in the hands | his own party. On the other hand, more than half 
of the slave holders. Mr. G. prefers war to a/ that has been said as yet in opposition to giving that 


continuance of that dominion. He wanted Oregon, 


and Canada, and Nova Scotia into the bargain, to) 


make free states of, in order, at least, to restore the 
equilibrium—if not to insure a preponderance op 
posed to slavery. 

Mr. Ruert, of South Carolina, followed Mr. 
Giddings, and advocated the Calhoun course of po- 
licy. 

The elements of conflict kept gathering from the 
moment that the house took up the question, which 
they did the morning after indulging in their new 
year festivities. Almost every speaker seemed but 
to add new fuel to the kindling flame 

Individual views, various as the minds of indivi- 
duais—sectional views, various as the climate and 
configurations of our broad Jand, there were, of course. 


notice, has been uttered by leading ‘‘democrats.” 


Mr. Rhett, Mr. Yancey, and others of the south- 
ern phalanx, take decided geound in favor of Mr. 
| Caihoun’s course in the senate. Mr. Doverass, of 
Hilinois, at first intimated, and subsequently rather 
_beoadly charged upon the southern members of the 
‘party, an attempt to “play a game” treacherous to 
| the west. He asserted distinctly, that the Oregon 
(and Texas annexation projects had their birth in the 
| Baltimore convention which nominated Polk for the 
| presidency. There they were ‘‘cradled together,” 
| with a distinct understanding thatif the west sustained 
\ the south in securing Texas, the south would sustain 

the west in their claims to Oregon. To this uaion of 
interests he attributed the success which secured Mr. 
' Polk his election, and the south the annexation of 


i 


‘These were but as so many faggots. Bundles of| Texas. And now the west demanded that their 


combustibles were soon brought up, by pelitical 


‘share of the contract should be carried out in good 
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faith by the south. This appeal, however, has not 
been influentia) enough as yet to restore harmony. 

Another rather keen pass occurred between Mr. 
Rhett and Mr. Kine, who is understood to be the 
leader of the Van Buren and Wright section in the 
house. 

Two severe verbal clashings took place be- 
tween Mr. Ruerr and J.Q. Apams. Mr. R. is no 
match for Mr. A. in this field, as was sufficiently de- 
monstrated. 

The chairman of the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, Mr. C. J. Incersoxr, finds himself defeat- 
ed on the first occasion, if we mistake not, in 
which he took a vote as to his course as such, and 
which is presumed to have been in accordance with 
the views of the administration. A large vote 
— against deferring the debate to the 2nd of 

ebruary, which was his motion. They determined 
at once to progress, and, therefore, on the instant, 
went into committee of the whole, and the debate 
wenton. The prospect is, that it will not terminate 
before the above period. 

Such are the leading incidents of the week in 
congress upon this subject, so far as we are able to 
discern. 

The country at large, and especially the commer- 
cial and business communities, have, in the mean 
time, been amused with the usual variety of rumors, 
conjectures, edjtoria], and correspondential. Amongst 
those were several repetitions of the assertion that 
negotiations have been resumed, either here, or in 
London. 

These assertions are contradicted by the ‘‘ Union,” 
as usual, and, also, by members of congress upon the 
floor, and are, in our opinion unfounded. 

Mr. Adams and others, of both political parties in 
the house, and in the senate also, insist over and over 
that we shal] not have war. They, no doubt, so be- 
lieve. 


Our apprehension is, that the two governments | 
have now so farcommitted the subject to legislative | 


action, that they will no longer be able to control 
the event. Our fears that in the event of the sub- 
ject being left to legislative action, a war would al- 
most inevitably result, are not at all abated by the 
week’s exhibit. 


Beyond doubt, the strongest proof that the presi- | 


dent does not apprehend that a war is approaching 
soon, isthe fact, and upon this fact the great majo- 


justice of the supreme court of the United States, in 





rity of the people of this country now place full re- | 


| P 


liance,—that neither the president nor any of the 
heads of department has as yet officially suggested 
a single measure, or made a single recommendation 
predicated upon the probability of such an event, 


very apt to be wakened up to a sense of their erro! 
by most humiliating reverses, which common pru- 
dence ought to have foreseen and might have avert 
ed by timely precaution. 

Those who have faith in the British awaiting the 
expiration of the twelve months’ notice, provided 
she concludes to fight for Oregon,—or suppose that, 
prepared as she is, she wil] stand quietly by, unti! 
we prepare for the fight, have mis the history of 
that government to little profit. 


— 

















NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 





EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
Confirmed by the Senate. 
Levi Woodbury, of New Hampshire, associate 


the place of Joseph Story, deceased. 

James Shields, of Illinois, commissioner of the ge- 
neral land office, in the place of Thomas H. Blake, 
removed. 

William Medill, of Ohio, commissioner of Indian 
affairs, in the place of Thos, H. Crawford, resigned. 

Collectors. Jas. K. Hatton, for the port of Wash- 
ington, N. Carolina, vice Thomas H. Blount, re- 
signed. 

Rizop Raw]s, for the port of Edenton, N. Carolina, 
vice Thos. J. Charleton, whose commission expired. 

Henry Hicks, for the port of Wilmington, Dela 
— vice Arnold Naudain, whose commission ex- 
pired. 

William J. Grayson, for the port of Charleston, S. 
Carolina. 

Rufus QO. Pray, for the port of Shieldsborough, | 
Mississippi, vice Wm. H. Arnold, whose commission 


defence against so formidable a power, would b« settlers, asd traders on the route to and in the ter 


<ieoe—,,€, 


tory against Indians. 

Sec. 7 authorises two regiments of mounted men 
to be raised to guard and protect emigrants, settlers 
and traders against Indians. , 
Sec. 8 establishes a mail route from St. Joseph's 
in Missouri, to the mouth of the Columbia river,’ 


Sec. 9 appropriates $200,000 to carry the bill into 
effect, 


Sec. 10 advises the president to give the one year’s 
notice provided for in the second article of the treaty 
of August 6, 1827, of the termination of the joint 
occupation of the country. 





THE HARBOR BILL. The bill for the improvenent 
of navigable rivers and of the lake and ocean har. 
bors reported in the house of representatives, pro- 
posed the following appropriations. 


On Lake Champlain. 


Breakwater at Burlington, $15,000 

es Plattsburg, 15,000 
Steam dredge on Lake Champlain, 9,000-——___ 
Total for Lake Champlain, $39,000 

Lake Ontario. 

Harbor at port Ontario, $10,000 

“ Oswego, 30,000 

si Big Sodas, 5,000 

és Little Sodas, 5,000 


Mouth of Genessee river, 20,000 





expired. 

Nathaniel W. Walker, for the port of St. Marks, | 
tre vice Wm. H. Ware, whose commission ex: 

ired. { 

Thomas L. Shaw, for the port of Georgetown, S. 
Carolina. 

Surveyor and inspectors. Charles N. Lawson, for' 
the port of Carter’s Creek, Va. vice Robert Edmonds, | 
whose commission expired. 

Robert B. Merchants, for the port of Dumfries, 
—— George H. Cockrell, whose commission ex- | 
ired. 

Michael Edwards, jr. for the port of Wheeling, 


{ 


{ 
' 


Va. vice Samuel Atkinson, whose commission ex- 
pired. 
Thomas H. Jerrey, for the port of Charleston, S. C. 


which they most undoubtedly would be bound to do, | reappointed from the 12th January, 1846. 


if they really believed war was likely to ensue from 


the pursuit of the course which bas been officially |New Orleans. La, vice Martin Duralde, whose com- | Chicago, 
recommended. None of the bills, as yet proposed | mission expired. 


in either house of congress are predicated upon the 
expectation of a war. If a peace was concluded to- 
morrow, all of those bills would still be required, as 
belonging to the peace establishment. The bill for 
two regiments of mounted riflemen which was report- 
ed by Mr. Benton, and passed by the senate on Wed- 
nesday, as well as the bill for the same object now 
before the house, were reported and advocated on 
all hands as being rendered necessary by the new 
and extended frontier of recent acquisition brought 
under care of the government. ‘That the house 
went off in full debate upon the Oregon question on 
the latter bill, only proves the impatience of the 
members to get at this, now all-engrossing subject. 

Without one word as to the relative claims of the 
disputants to the territory, or undertaking to intimate 
how much, or whether every inch of Oregon ought 
not to be held on to, if the issue must come,—we have 
steadily maintained from the first, that all that, was 
a matter which belonged to the executives of the 
two countries to determine, amicably and honorably 
if they could, and repeatedly having expressed our 
full persuasion, that whenever the executives relin- 


ror the question to their respective legislatures | 


or determination, a war would be inevilable,—ve- 
rily believing this, we have considered it a solemn 
duty earnestly to urge the enquiry — 
“aRE WE READY:”’ 

Is it not full time to be making preparation for so 
ossible, so probable an event? Where is our army? 
Where are the funds for even the first year’s ope- 
rations? Twenty millions of dollars would be re- 
quired for the ordinary expenses of government, to 
replace what we now derive from the duty upon 
imports. Twenty millions more would be required 
for the first year’s war expenses. These forty mil- 
lions could not be obtained without a direct tax be- 
ing levied to provide for the regular payment of the 
interest thereupon. And this is but a preliminary to a 
war with Great Britain. 

Those who conceive thata month or two would be 
sufficient time to place the country in an attitude of 


{ 
} 
' 
' 


| 
} 


_and open to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the 
; two countries, he shall be delivered up for trial to 


Alcee Labranche, naval officer for the district of 





Oregon. Mr. Douglass’ bill reported on the 19th 
December from the committee on territories, and 
which is the special order of the day for the 13th 
instant in the house of representatives, contains the 
following provisions, as analysed by the National 
Intelligencer. 

Section 1 extends the jurisdiction of the supreme 
court of the territory of lowa and the laws of that 
territory over the whole of Oregon, that is, from the 
42° to the 54° 40’ north latitude. This is not to be 
construed to deprive the subjects of Great Britain 
of any rights and privileges secured by the third 
article of the treaty of London of the 20th October, 
1818, and continued by the treaty of August 6, 1827. 

Sec. 2. Oregon is made a judicial district, and a 
district judge is to be appointed, to hold his courts at 
such times and places ashe may designate. The 
court is vested with the powers and authorities of the 
courts of lowa. An additional judge of the supreme 
court of lowa is also to be appointed, to have juris- 
diction over and hold conrts in Iowa. 

Sec. 3, A requisite number of justices of the peace 
and other ministerial officers are to be appointed by 
the president of the United States; but, if any British 
subject be arrested while the country remains free 


the nearest and most convenient British authority. 

Sec. 4 provides for grants of land to be hereafier 
made to settlers now there, and to those who may 
within two years settle there; alsu, to their wives, 
widows and children. 

Sec. 5. A superintendent of Indian affairs, and 
such Indian agents and sub-agents as may be neces. 
sary, are to be appointed, to be entrusted with the 
regulation of trade and intercourse with the Indians, 
and with the execution of the laws extended by the 
first section of the bill to Oregon. 

Sec. 6 authorises the construction of such block- 
houses, stockades, or other military forts as the pre- 


ee Oak Orchard, 7,000 
Dredge boai on Lake Ontario, 20,000 —-_ 
Total for Lake Ontario, $57,000 
Lake Evie. 
Buffalo harbor and Seawall, 50,000 
Erie, 40,000 
Grand river, 10,000 
Ashtabula harbor, 10,000 
Cleveland, 20,000 
Hueron, 5,000 
Sandusky city, 11,000 
River Raisin, 13,000 
Dredge boat, 201,000 —_—— 
Total for Lake Erie, $179 000 
St. Clair flats, 40 000 ——_——_ 
Total for Eake St. Clair, $40,000 
Lake Michigan. 
Grand river harbor, 10,000 
Kalamazoo river, 10,000 
St. Joseph, 10,000 
Michigan city, 40,000 
Racine, 15,000 
Little Fort, 12,000 
| Southport, 10,000 
| Milwaukie, 10,000 
12,000 
Dredge boat, 15,000-——-—_— 
Total for Lake Michigan, $144,000 
Whole amount for the lakes, $340,000 
Stamford Ledge, Maine, 20,000 
Boston, 40,000 
New Castle Delaware, 15,000 
Port Penn, 5,000 
Completing Delaware breakwater, 75,000 
Baltimore, 20,000 
Improving Hog Island channel, Char- 
leston, S. C. 25,000 
Savannah, 50 000 
Great Wood Hole, Mass. 4 550 
Purchase of individual! stock in Lou- 
isville and Ohio caual, mae 
Total for the Atlantic coast, $254,500 
Mississippi river at St. Louis, 75,000 
Hudson river, 75,000 
Ohio river above the falls at Louis- 
ville, 80,000 
Ohio, below the falls, and Missis- 
sippi, Missouri and Arkansas, 240,000 
Removing Red river raft 80,000 
Preservation of works commenced 
at harbors on Atlantic coast, 20,000 
Tota) for rivers, $670,000 


Total amount of appropriations pro- os egal 
posed in the bill 41,254,550 


oe eee 


Vinerarp sovvy. Number of vessels annually 
passing through Vineyard sound during the following 
years: 


Ships. Brigs. Schrs. Sloops. 
1842 144 1295 7551 3616 
1843 151 1194 8228 3526 
1844 152 «1175's 7483 02=— 2566 
1845 230 1631 8757 3196 


Years ending 16th December; and the number for 
1845, such as were seen from the light vessel statiou- 








sident may deem necessary to protect emigrants; 


ed near Tuckernuck shoal. 
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Rexations with Mexico. The last intelligence 
we have had from our southern neighbors, left affairs 
jn a very delicate position as regards the reception 
of our minister who had just landed and was on his 
way to the capital by one route, whilst the most for. 
midable part of the Mexican army was on their 
march for the same destination by another route, for 
the avovred purpose of preventing the conclusion of 
the treaty he was on his way with powers to con- 
clude. The latest dates, were those of Vera Cruz to 
the 4th Dec.—exactly the same day of our latest 
dates from Europe. If it were not for the absorbing 
interest of our relations with England, every eye 
would now be diverted to the south; that point seems 
almost forgotten, forthe moment. Itis full time 
we had further accounts from thence. We await 
them with deep anxiety. 





ARMY JOURNAL. 

Army of Occupation.—Nothing new from the army 
since our last. 

Tue Canapa FRONTIER. We have accounts from 
points along the Canada shore, from Montreal up to 
Detroit, of extensive military preparations. 
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New Hampsuike. Election—The official return 
of the votes at the unsuccessful attempt on the 29th 
Nov. to elect a representative from the district lately 
represented by Mr. Hale, is as follows: 


—— eee - 
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For Woodbury (nominated loco) 19,816 
Hale (independent loco) 9,766 
Goodwin 12,187 
Scattering 161 

Whole number of votes cast 42,030 

Necessary to a choice 21,016 | 





MARYLAND. 


jact to provide for the completion of the Chesapeake 
Governor Pratt’s messace, from |and Ohio Canal to Cumberland, and for other pur- 





STAT 

which but little revenue has been 
hitherto derived—to wit: 

Tax upon the capital stock of the banks 
of the city of Baltimore, 


19,752 50 
Tax upon the capital stock of other in- 


corporated institutions, 15.000 00 
Tax on Baltimore city stock for 1844, 9,497 34 
" 9 “ ~~ -: 1846, =: 9,499 34 
Jax on the funded debt of the state, 27,602 60 
Tax on ships and other vessels, 5,430 55 
Estimated arrears of tax on ships, &«., 5,000 00 


Tax for 1844 and °45, due from the Far- 
mers’ and Planters’, and Western 


Banks of Baltimore, 4,542 25 





$1,094,001 29 
T need not say to you that the amount of revenue | 
which will accerne by no means furnishes the test of! 
the amount which will be received; and I have fur- 
nished you an estimate of the former only with the 
view that you may as practical slatesmen, (looking to 
the experience of the past, and the additional means 
of collection which your legislation will afford,) 
form an estimate of the latter, which may approxi- 
mate correctness.” 


Onc other subject, from its importance, we must 
find room for, and that will have to suffice for the 
present number. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

“J will now proceed to the consideration of the re- 
Jations of the state to the various works of internal 
improvement, with which she is connected, and to 
which you must look fora portion of the revenue 
required to meet the demands of the treasury. 

1 will transmit to you the annual report of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, and also a 
supplementary report received from thal company, 
giving a detailed account of their proceedings under 
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e- 
Iam therefore convinced that 
any policy which would paralyze the energies of the 
one, wou'd operate destructively upon the interest of 
the other; and it follows that no system of legisla- 
tion can be right which looks exclusively —separately 
—to the interest of either. 

The people of Maryland when, through their re- 
presentatives, they entered upon the system of inter- 
nal improvement, in the prosecution of which the 
public debt has been incurred, designed to develope 
the resources of the whole state. The system was not 
devi-ed—this tmmense outlay of the public treasure 
was not designed solely to develope the mineral re- 
sources of Allegany, or to afford to the farmers of 
the upper counties a more accessible or better mar- 
ket, or to throw into the lap of Baltimore the rich 
products of that fertile region—these were mere in- 
cidents of development, the mere consequences of 
the system—looked to only as incidents to the great 
object of the statesmen who originated this system. 

The people, in approving of the system devised, 
looked beyond the limits of Maryland for the sources 
of wealth and prosperity which were commensurate 
with the magnitude of their undertaking. 

‘The Chesapeake and Ohio canal, the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad, the Baltimore and Susquehanna 
railroad, and the Susquehanna and Tide Wter canal 
were all designed to have their western termini be- 
yond the limits of the state; and Baltimore city was 
designed as the eastern terminus of all except the 
last. We then looked to the great west as the source 
from which was to come the passengers and trade, 
that were to remunerate us for the vast outlay re- 
quired for the completion of this grand system; and 
we must now look to the same source, or abandon 
the only object which could justify the magaitude of 
the original design. 





residue of the state is equally essential to the pros} 








the act of the last session, chap. 281, entitled ‘tan 


° . . = 0 7) 
which we made some extracts in our last, gives deci. | POS&- 


dedly an able and business like review of the various 


revenue laws of the state, and suggests many impor- | quired by the 3d section of that act, I was furnished | 
tant amendments towards rendering thom more effi- | by the company, at my request, with the written opin-| 
His suggestions in relation to | 
goveroment meets | 
with from the want of authority to enforce its reve- 


cient and equitable. 
the difficulties which the state 
nue laws in counties where the county authorities 
are not responsible to the state but to the people, are 
entitled to serious consideration. 
the change in the manner of appointing the county | 
governments, was predicted at the time that the first | 
of those changes was proposed. The very result 


The effect of | 


Prior to the epproval by me of the guarantee, re- 
ion of J. V. L. MeMahon, esq., in regard to the le- | 
gality of the forms of guarantee which hod been, 
adopted by the company and submitted for my ap-. 
proval. The supplementa! report will give you full’ 
information of the security which was given, and 
will furnish the evidence of sufficiency upon which | 
my apdroval was based. 
“his report will also convey to you the gratifying | 


In reference to the western terminus, the destiny of 
the canal may now be considered as fixed; it must for 
our day and generation continue within the limits of 
our state; but its eastern terminus will conform to 
the original design, if there should be any foundation 
for the apprehansson of those who now oppose its 
western extension. 

We wust consequently look to the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad, and its extension to the Ohio river, as 
the only means of securing to the state the great ad- 
vantages which were contemplated from the gigantic 
scheme, in the prosecution of which the means and 
credit of the state have been for the time so com- 
pletely exhausted, 


It will be your duty to consider whether you can 


| intelligence that since the guarantees were approved, | render any assistance to that company in obtaining 


then predicted has already developed itself to |e company have contracted for the completion of | from our sister state of Virginia, a right of way, that 
the great detriment of the interest of the state at} the canal to Cumberland, fora sum less than that) this road may through her territory reach her origi- 


large ard to the grievous oppression of the portions, 


of the state that are public spirited enough to do their | 
duty without coercion,—left to pay not only their | 
own share, but the sbare also of the derelect coun- 

ties. This is but the commencement of the evils with which | 
the system will be found most pregnant, whenever the | 
necessities of the state become more immergent. In- 


limited by the provisions of this act. 

It is certainly a cause of congratulation that this | 
vexed question, which has for years rested as an in- | 
cubus upon the legislation of the state, nay now be | 
considered and settled. Jn afew years, what is now | 


canjecture will be settled by experience; and the in-| 


nal destination, the Ohio river. The importance of 
this extension at this time not only to Virginia and 
Maryland but also to the country, is greatly increased 
by the present critical position of the foreign rela- 
tions of our country. 


Since the adjournment of the legislature, the Bal- 


teresting problem to the people of Maryland will be; timore and Ohio railroad company have, as author- 


stead of having the power which is indispensable to Solved, whether the annual interest of $400,000, / ized by the law of that session, reduced the fare for 


a sovereignty, 
ourselves into twenty independent communities each 
one of which will undertake to*‘nullify” any law of | 
the state which that community does not choose to 
approve of. 


Finances. —In addition’ to the extract from the 
message contained in our last, relative to the state 
finances, we have now room only for the following: 

“As the direct tax must be looked to by you for the 
greater portion of the means to meet the demands 
upon the treasury, 1 was impressed with the para- 
mount importance of supplying you with all the in- 
formation necessary to the formation of a correct 
estimate of the probable revenue which wiil for the 
coming year be derived from that source; and I have 
been, | apprehend, more minute than will be accept- 
able to you; certainly more so than has been agreea- 
ble to myself, : 

I have prepared with some care, and will now sub- 
mit for your consideration, a tabular estimate of the 
revenue which will have accrued from the direct tax, 
and which is, or may be made collectable during the 
current fiscal year, and I shall consider my labor 
most amply rewarded if by this means I shall furnish 
you with any assistance in forming a correct estimate 
of the revenue which for the current year will be 
Collected from that source. 

The direct tax of one quarter of one per 
cent. upon $177,139,645 23, the pre- 
sent assessed value of the real and 
personal property, 

Due for arrears of tax for 1841, 1842, 
1843, and 1844, about, 

For items of direct tax not included in 


$442,849 11 
554,829 60 





the general assessment, and from 


profits of the work, or continue a perpetual charge, 
upon the people of the state. 

In my opinion, the wisdom of the legislation of 
your iinmediate predecessors will be vindicated by | 
the result; and the people of the state will be al least | 
partially relieved from the taxation consequent upon! 
the advance of the state to this work: | 

There are some, 1 know, who are opposed to the 
completion of the canal, upon the ground that a por- | 
tion of the trade which legitimately belongs to our 
own commercial emporium, would thereby withdraw | 
to the District cities. 

This argument concedes that the canal, when com.| 
pleted, will relieve the state; for the state being enti- | 
tled to the entire tolls of the canal, it is manifest that) 
any amount of the transportation on it, which could: 
operate injuriously to Baltimore, must necessarily | 
yield a corresponding revenue to the state; and the, 
issue which is raised by this argument is, whether | 
the people of the state will submit to perpetual tix- | 
ation to the amount of $400,000, the interest on the 
investment in the canal, or risk this conjectural in- | 
jury to the trade of the city of Baltimore. But this) 
view of the question is too narrow, and those who 
use it are attempting to raise a question of an- 
tagonist interest between the city of Baltimore and 
the residue of the state, which can be productive of 
no good, and which may be the occasion of much 
evil. 

There is no man in Maryland who can entertain a 
more thorough conviction than | do, that the prosperity 
of Baltimore is essential to the prosperity of the re- 
sidue of the state, and of the equal truth of the con- 


it will be found that we have resolved | With which the state is now charged for the expen-| the transportation of passengers upon the Washing- 
i'diture on account of this work, will be met by the! ton branch of the road and | have great pleasure in 


communicating the fact that this experiment has re- 
sulted in giving to the state for the last three months, 
an Increased revenue of $1,279 47. 

During the past fiscal year, the state received from 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad company, for the 
state's one fifth of the gross receipts for the trans- 
portation of passengers on the Washington branch 
the sum of $38,699 43, and for the same period for 
dividends $48,000, making an aggregate of receipts 
from this company of $86,699 48. By law the sum 
of $34,060 36 is appropriated from the state’s reve- 
nue from the road to the free school fund; and the 
balance $52,630 67, is applicable to the demands up- 
on the treasury. 

] have received and will transmit the annual report 
of the Baltimore and Susquehanna raitroad company. 
—The large investment which the state has in this 
work will render your attentive supervision of the 
proceedings of thiscompany a matter of interest to 
yourselves and of duty to yuur constituents. The 
serious indisposition under which I have suffered 


| since the report was recieved and my incessant oc- 


cupation in preparing this communication, have pre- 
vented my examining the report with that care which 
its importance merits. 

During the past fiscal year this company has paid 
to the state the sum of $20,000, and in my opinion 
you may expect from the same source for the current 
year a larger sum by at least $5,000. 

I have received no communication from the Sus- 
quehanna and Tide Water canal company, but [ 
have the pleasing intelligence to communicate, that 
during the past fiscal year this company has paid into 








verse of the proposition, that the prosperity of the 


the treasury the sum of $74,809 leaving unpaid fe 
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its entire liabilities to the state for that peried the 
sum of $9,750. You may I think for the current 
year rely upon receiving. from this company the en- 
tire amount.of its liabilities for that period, 

{ am still impressed with the importance of having 
a board authorized to supervise the vast interest of 
the state in her various works of internal improve- 
ment; but I will not again press the subject upon the 
attention of the legisiature, 

It is certainly essential to the interest of the state, 
that some agent of the state, should be clothed with 
the power to control the tariff of tolls established by 
each company so as to keep them al! above the reve- 
nue standard: and I submit the subject to-your con- 
sideration as one well worthy of your attention.” 


It will be seen from those extracts, that the affairs 
of the state are assuming a much brighter aspect.— 
That Maryland would redeem her credit, our co} 
umns from year te year have given reason for confi- 
dently asserting. That she has accomplished it, or 
is about to accomplish it, is cause of gratification to 
every Marylander. That it has deen accomplished 
under such circumstances as the state was placed in, 
and so distinctly by the inherent energies of her ci- 
tizens, and that too whilst her public works, for 
which her debt was incurred were yet incomplete, 
and because not completed unproductive—though so 
near completed as to have nearly their whole cost 
saddled for a number of years upon the people—that 
from such a position she should bring sufficient re- 
sources to resume payment in full of accruing inter- 
est—to reduce the amount of the principal debt—and 
to progress at the same time with her pubiic works 
so as to insure their completion —is an achievement 
which will tell well in history for old Maryland.— 
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the general assembly at its December session, 1842: sidered as greatly diminished by those Vast assets? 








Meantime let it never be forgotten, that THE sINKING 
FUND IS ACTUALLY AND GRADUALLY PAYING OFF THE 


PRINCIPAL OF THE STATE DEBT—uwtid by the time that! 
debt is payable—it will be adequate to its discharge. | 

When the public works of the state are coupleied | 
and begin to bring in the proceeds of their operation | 


into the state treasury, with their convenience and 


ficilities, and to develope the resources of the soil, | 


the mines, and the water power within her border 
and to secure at the same time our full share of the 
trade of the great west—all of which is now in fair 
prospect,—when this shall be accomplished, the 
state of Maryland will have been placed in as envi- 
able a position as any stale in this Union; and the ad- 
vantages of which her people were made the guardi- 
ans to improve and cultivate, wiil have been profitas 
bly occupied. Though the undertaking was gigantic, 
those who dared commence it and adhered to the 


toil through evil as well as though good report, will 


have their reward. 


TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT. Since placing ihe 
above in type, the annual report of the treasurer of 
Maryland came to hand. We have time only to fur. 
nish the following briet 

ABSTRACT. 
Balance on hand Ist Dec., lod4 
Receipts. 
Ordinary revenue 

accrued in 1845 
Do. accrued before 1843 
Susquehanna and ‘Tide Wa: 

ter canal company 
Baltimore and Susquehanna 

railroad company 
Tobacco inspections 
Repayments 
Overpayments 
Direct, income, office, piace, 
aud watch tax 
Total receipts, 


gicoi 272 00 
which 


$285,950 91 
39.217 33 
74,500 UO 
20.000 00 
33,973 61 

6,520 98 
4493 


507,731 04 








Aggregate means, 1849 $1,147,861 00 
Disbursements. 
Ordinary expenses 
Tobacco inspection 

‘“ ~~ warehouses 
Mary land hospital 
Public buildings 
Interest on public debt 


204,612 68 
8,836 13 
15,315 66 
5,000 00 
2,899 86 
710,784 51 





$948,448 84 
199,412 16 





Leaving balance in treasury 
Insufficient to pay all liabilities to that 
day by the sum of 


The treasurer goes on to say— . al 
This report, exhibiting an almost incredible im- 


provement in the condition of the treasury, in the 
short space of one year, tnust be highly gratifying to 
every cilizen of. Maryland. It justifies the belief 
that the state is beginning to emerge from the finan- 
cial embarrassments with which she has for several 
years been struggling; and sustains the opinion, alike 
honorable to himself and bis fellow citizens, advanced 
by a respected predecessor in an annual report te 


$1,236,765 41 


966.589 00 | 














“That the people of Maryland possessed not only the | and all fears of oppression of the people, by reason 
will and the ability, but the unalterable determina- | cf their state debt, dismissed as groundless and iliy- 
tion to pay the whole debt.” 5 writ sory. This gratifying fact furnishes a conclusive 
The estimates of the probable receipts into, and | snswer to such persons as are disposed to reproach 
demands upon the treasury, for the current year, | those who were instrumetial in carrying out the in- 
which accompany this report, have been made with | ternal improvements which are adding so much to 
care, and show that the receipts will, as in the past | ihe wealth, convenience and comfort of the people.” 
year, after meeting the ordinary expenses of the go- 
vernment and paying a year’s interest on the present| , Micuigan Census or (845.—'The State paper furnishes 
funded debt, probably leave a balance in the treasu- |‘! following compleie census of Michigan, just taken 
ry, applicable to the further reduction of the inter together wit that of 1840 and the gain in eacii organiz 
est in arrear. a mr 184 45 “sh 
These estimates, which the treasurer doubts not} Allewan. 783 3158 rer 
. ene be . ‘ v8 
will be realized, afford also to the citizens of Mary- Beran , 1,078 2 602 A + 
land, satisfactory evidence that the efforts they have | Berrien, 5.011 7.941 2930 
been so long unceasingly making to sustain the honor | Branch, 5,715 9,070 3,355 
and credit of the state, have not been vain, and give | Calhoun, 10,599 15,749 5,150 
assurance that ere long, she will be in a condition | Cass, 5,710 8,075 2,368 
regularly to meet all claims on her treasury. Chippewa, os Are #53 
The sinking fund has been in active operation du- — eae o.0te 1.897 
ring the year, having in that period absorbed one Gonak 45 191 sees “.387 
. , ; & fe 
hundred and thirty four thousand, two hundred and Hilisdale 7.240 11.125 yok 
seventy one dollars, thirty two cents of the public Ingham, 2.498 5.267 2769 
cebt, demonstrating its ability if carefully cherished, | Jonia, 1,923 5,004 3,051 
to redeem the several loans of the state as they re- | Jackson, 13,130 16,852 3.722 
spectively become due. Kalamazoo, 7,330 10,192 2512 
The advance of the Messrs. Baring having been | Kent, 2,587 6.138 3,556 
paid, the treasurer would respectfully ask the atten- | Lapeer, 3,342 P+ 1,972 
tion of the legislature to the claim made by them for Larmawee, Salah me re 
’ St : . , Jivi’ gston 7,430 10 789 3,559 
interest on their advance, and certain other items of Tb, dt 923 1.666 "743 
charge, on account of expenses incurred by them as Macomb : 9,716 13,509 3.793 
agents of the state. Monroe, 9922 13,356 3424 
Among the subjects of gratulation at this time, the | Oakland, 23,646 30,233 6 642 
fact that the treasury has received essential aid in | Ouawa, 704 1,433 To 
the past year, from several internal improvement | Saginaw, 592 Lat? 339 
/companies is not the least. Should they, as many Shiawassec, * 308 3.329 1,26 
anticipate, contribute an annually increasing reve- |S! Clair, pow Pete. bh 
nue to the treasury, to that extent relieving the citi- v; goreph, +o " mt Vise 
zens from taxation, we may, though now justly re- ay cabiveasernd 23 57] 26 979 3.405 
gretting the rash and improvident expenditures on Wayne j 24.173 32.267 5.094 
jthem, eventually have cause to congratulate our- ntti —_——- 
selves that the works wdre undertaken. Total. 212,367 304.235 92 018 
| For they have developed and breught into use, in- | *Ineluding four towns set off from Lapeer county since 
|Valuable treasures in our own state, which but for | 1840 ; 
them, would have remained dormant, and useless;| ‘The above figures show the remarkable increase in 
_and they have drawn into our state, the productions | Population wf nearly 00 per ceat in five on Vue 
|and trade of fertile regions of other states, which (cas nereane, ha sexet, A lon AnD an y Ay + has 
> . + iO NO0I18 Same lengli i Otitie. ni iate Nis 
| without them, would have found their way to other | edded 4 Oe i 1840 absurd 200 000. a St 
markets. cabiae  anene Rai EY 
| 





| hey have thus already, added greatly to the | 
| wealth of the state, and will continue to contribute | 
(ty her growth and prosperity, to an extent which | 
, hone can now estimate. 

| Very respectfully, their obedient servant, 

D., CLAUDE, Treasurer, Ma. 


“TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS,” 
FIRST SESSION. 


SENATE. 
Recess for the New Year’s day. 
January 2. The senate did not sit to-day. 
Jancany 3. After the presentation of petitions, 
Mr. Breese, in pursuance of notice, introduced a 
bill to direct the president of the United States to 


January }: 


j 


| 


| Grorata. The legislature closed their annual ses- 
ision on the 24th Dec. Among the acts passed was: 


An act establishing a s1 : or . . at 
shing a supreme court for the cor- | sel] the unsurveyed lands in the state of Illinois and 


ireetion of errors. ‘65% r . 
| A 7 ia rtd ik ed : | the territories of Wisconsia and lowa supposed to 
;. An act reducing the cates of interest on all future | contain lead ore. Read a first and second time by 


}s o” 
: inierest to er cent. : 
p the +P thes { : ren its title, and referred to the conmittee on public 
rice of reverted lands, to remain at $25 till the | jands. 


Ist Pebruary, then to be reduced to $10 till the Ist} Mr. Diz, in pursuance of notice introduced a bill 


May, and after that date $5 , iwati 

> hpricot ” eat B- tinded to Cross Plai ito improve the navigation of the Hudson river. Read 
Tose nade vt : ne Acta sey to Cross Plains | 9 first and second time by its title, and referred to 
rhetiry.. ensuing two years, by the profits of the | the committee on commerce. 


toad and issue of bonds, not exceeding $65,000 an- | The bill from the house of representatives to es- 


P : Pi? g 2 D iy ° . ye = nd 2 
sk Bae 1 Jaitga y rd ser ca . i tablish a collection district at the port of Chicago 
weet oats arene fad . adv s: in the state | was read a first and second time, and referred to the 
I tion se Hans vat case are relieved from taxa- | eommittee on commerce. 
c . 








| On wotion of Mr. Haywood, the senate proceeded to 
— the consideration of executive business; and, aller 
| Kentucky. The legislature assembled at Frank- some time spent therein, 
\fort on the 3ist ult. th the absence of Archibaid | The senate adjourned. 
| Dixon, lieutenant governor, Robert S. Todd, esq.,! January 5. Mr. Niles, from the committee on the 
| Was chosen speaker of the senate. Joseph R. Ua | post office and post roads reported a bill estavlishing 
| derwood, esq., Was chosen speaker of the house of | mail routes from N. Orleans to Galveston in Texas, 
| representatives. and for other purposes, 
| Governor OwsLey’s message is a brief, compre-' After receiving other unimportant bills, resolu- 
|hensive exhibit of the concerns of the state, whick | tions, and petitions, the senate adjoursed. 
| appears to be in a very satisfactory condition. January 6. Mr. Cameron, from the committee on 
| Finances.—The governor explains the financial op- public buildings, reported a joint resolution to au- 
|erations of the year at considerable length. They thorize the Washington monument committee to e- 
| are shown to be ample for current expenses and ob rect a statue to Washington on any partof the public 
| ligations. /grounds not otherwise occupied that may be desig- 
| State debt.—Last year the state debt amounted to nated by the president of the United States. Laid 
$4,419,000. It has been during the year reduced to, over. 
$4,409,456. | Mr. Breese, offered a resolution calling upon the 
The governor remarks that the state is in posses- secretary of war for information relative to the lead 
sion of means by which the whole debt could be at | mines on the public lands in the state of Iilinois.— 
once discharged—and enumerates them. They con-| Adopted. 
sist of various items—bank stocks, for instance| Mr. Sevier, from the committee on foreign affairs, 
amounting to $1,270,000 besides various other stocks. reported a biil authorizing the secretary of the trea- 
After stating the whole amount of the state debt, sury to pay to the state of Texas the amount ascer- 
and oit he assets on hand, owned by the state, exclu- | tained to be due to lier by the United States, arising 
sive of the resources of taxation, the governor most out of the disarming of her troops by the United 
felicitously says: States troops under the command of major Snively 
“It will be seen that the indebtedness may be con- Laid over. 
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Me. Speight, offered a resolution, instructing the 
committee on commerce to inquire into the expedi- 
eacy of making an appropriation for the erection of 
light houses oa St. Joseph’s wland and other points 
on the Mississippi. Adopted. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
‘oint resolation offered yesterday by Mr. Niles, re- 
gulating and reducing the price of the public print- 


Ing : 

Me. J M. Clayton. moved to recommit the resolu- 
tion to the com arttee on printing, with a view to 
amend it so as to provide that the compensation ai- 
lowed by it shall apply to the printing heretofore ex- 
ecuted this seasun, as well as that which may be ex-) 
ecuted hereafter. The motion prevailed. 

After av executive session, the senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Faipay, Jan. 2. Mr. Edwin H. Ewing, from Tene! 
nessec, elected to supply the vacancy tn the repre- | 
sentation of that state by the death of Joseph H. Pey- | 
ton, appeared to-day, was sworn to support the con- 
stitution, and took his seat in the house. 

Oregon. Mr. Cunningham asked leave to infro- | 
duce a ‘esolution, which: was read, and ts as follows: | 

WuHeReas the rejection by the British government of! 
the liberal propysition lately made by the president of the | 
United S:ates, for the co npromise and settlement of the | 
respective claims of the two couniries to the Oregon ter | 

} 





} 
! 
| 
' 
} 





riiory, has terminated all negotiations on that subject; | 
and witereas, by the extraordinary and inadmissible de- | 
mands of the British goveramen', i is made manifest 
that n» compromise which the United States ought to ' 
accep! Cai bo effected; ant whereas the title of the 
United States to the whole of the Oregon country includ: 
ed within the parallels of 42° and 549 40 north latitude, 
sod exten tiag irom tue Rocky Mouutans to the Pacific 
Ocean, is ‘ciear and wagqnesionable,” and any fur- 
ther attemptou the part of ine U sited States to settle 
such title by a surrender of any portion of said country 
would be a surrender of the hoaor, the dignity, and. 
the best interesis of the Aimerican people. ‘Therefore, 
he it 

Resolved, Tiat it is the imperative duty of congress | 
to adopi ton nediately such measures a3 will fully protect | 
our citizens who now do, or may hereafter, inhabit that 
country, and effectually maintain our just tite to the 
whole of the country of the Ovegon. 

Orjection to the introduction of the resolution 
was interposed by Mr. McKay and other members. 

Me. Abnley and Mr. Wentworth simultaneously 
moved to suspend the rules for the purpose of receiv- 
lng the resolution. 


Mir. McKay opposed the suspension of the rules. 
It was time a stop was put to the practice of sus- 
pending rules. Until within the last ten years such 
motions were unknown. They had now become so 
common as almust enurely to interrupt every thing | 
like a regular order of business. Much of the most. 


valuable time of the house was consumed in this ir-| 
regular mode of business. He hoped the rules would 
hot be suspended. 

The reading of the resolution was again called for | 
from various parts of the house. It was again read. | 
The yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the rules | 
were calied fur vy Me. Winthrop and Mr. Collamer, | 
aid the question to suspend was decided in the nega- 
live, Dy yeas 70, nays 389 

[Ihe first nae called, Mr. J. Q. Adams, voting aye, 
fave oceasion of a movement of sensation tn the| 
house. 

The chair, in reply to an enquiry from Mr. G. 
Davis whether the tirst Tuesday of January had been 
appoimed fur the consideration of the bill from the | 
comuattee of the territories for extending jurisdic: | 
lion over the territory of Oregon, stated that that | 
Was the appointed day. 

Mic. G. Davis, then moved to suspend the rules in| 
Order to consider the following, 

Resolved, ‘That the cominitiee of the whole house on 
sale of the Unaivu ve disci irged trout tiie cunside- | 

ion of “a bill to protect the rigats of American set-| 
ers i: the territory of Oregoa natl the termination of) 
le Joint secupancy of the same,” and that the secoad | 
and third sections of the sud oll be reecommitted to the | 
committee on the jadieiry 3 the fourth section to the! 
cCommitiee On public lands; the filth section to the cuin 
nitive on dodian afftirs; the sixin and seventh seem? 
W the conupiieeg oa uniitary alfaics; the eiguth section 
0 Lie Committee va post office and post reads; the ninth] 
SeClugn iv ihe cointaittee on ways and means; and the! 
tenth Sectlon to the committee ou foreign affairs. 

Poe house refused to suspend. 


| 
| 
! 
| 


tt 
{| 
ui 
t! 


| 


Sarurpay, Jan. 3. Oregon and the army The! The house had no agency in the formation of this con- 


Speaker announced as the unfinished business the bill 
reported yesterday by Mr. Haralson, from the com 
mittee on military affairs, “to provide for raising 
two additiohal regiments of riflemen, and for other 
purposes;” and the question heing again stated that 
it be committed to the com nittee of the whole on the 
state of the Union, and be made the special order of 
the day for Tuesday next, the 6th inst. 


Mr. C. J. Ingersoli said he understood the chair to 
have stated that the question on reference was open 
to debate, and, according to his understanding, that 
question threw open this whole subject of Oregon.-— 
He remembered, as no doubt did many around him, 
that when the present chief magistrate was chair 
man of the committee of ways and iweans in that 
house, the great question of the Bank of the United 
States was debated from day to day on a mere ques- 
tion of reference. If, then, Me. 1. was not mistaken, 
the whole subject of Oregon was open to any gentle- 
man who was desirous of discussing it. 

Mr. Winthrop then wished to know whether, in the 
judgment of the chairman, the reference of a bill to 
raise two regiments of troops opened to debate the 
whole subject of Oregon. 

The chair replying in the affirmative — 


~ 


Mr. Winthrop expressed a strong dissent fron that | 
judgment, but took no appeal. 


[The debate then proceeded, a report of which 
will be scen at page 295.} 

Monpay, Jan. 5 Oregon —Mr, Charles J. Ingersoll 
said he was instructed by the committee on foreign 
affiirs to report a jontresolt don in relation to Oregon; 


and, for the purpose of afferdiag him an eppurtanity of) 


doing so, he move da suspeasion uf the rules preserving 
the order of business. 

The question being put, the rules were suspended, 
and— 

Mr. Ingersoll reported the resclution, which was read, 
as toilows: 

Resolved, (the senate concurring,) That the President 


a] 


' of the Uaned States forthwith cause notice to be given 


to the Government of Great Britain that the cenvention 
between the United Siates and Great Britain concern. 
ing the territory of Ovegon, of the 6th of August, 1527, 
signed at London, shall be annulled and abrogated 
twelve montis afier the expiratiuoa of the said term of 
no‘ice, conformab'y to the 2/ article of the said conven- 
tion of the 6h of August, 1337. 


mittee on foreign affairs to move (iat the resolution be 


com viitied to the eoumiitice of the whule on the state of 
‘the Union, and made the special order of the day fo: 


the first Monday in February next. 

Mr. Davis then submited the report of the Minority 
of the commiitee on foreign affairs, which he read hi:n- 
self fron the Clerk’s table. Lt is as luiiows: 


Report of the minority. The minority of the commit. | 
‘tee on foreizn affairs ask leave to report: ‘That the third | 


urtiele of the convention between the United States and 


Great Britain, of October, 1318, provides that any coun: | 
try that may be clained by etther party on the northwest | 
coast of America, westward of the Stony Mountains, | 


shall, together wich its harbors, bays, and creeks, and 


the navivation of al! rivers within the sarne, be free and | 


open for the term of ten years from the date of the sig- 
nature of the presen! convention to the vessels, ciuzens, 
and subjects of the two powers, &c. 

The cenvention between the same parties of August, 
1327, in its first ariicle stipulates; ‘Ali the provisions of 


the third article of the couvention concluded between | 
e a 


the United States of A nerica ani his Majesty the King 
of the United Kingdom of Greet Britain and Leland, on 
the 2U.h of Ovtuber, 1818, shall be and they are hereby 
further indetiuitely extcuded and cuatinued in joree in 


thio rye wv ’ 7 + tha > f 
the sane manner as if all the provisions of the said 


, OF a nk ecg 
article were herein specifically recited.” 


The second article of the latter convention provides: 


“It shall be competent, however, to either of the con-| 


‘9 


t tracting parties, ta case either should think fit, at any | 


‘ime after the 20th of October, 1828, on giving due no- 
tice of twelve months tot 
annuland abrovate this convention; and tt shall, in Sach 
case, aceurdingly be entirely annalied and abrogated ai- 
ier the expiration of the said term of uotice.” 

In his message at the begining of the present session 
of eongress, the President states the purport of those ar- 
ticles, and recounts the Several efforts made by our go 


vernment to terminate oy negotiation our conflicting 


+ 


mistig that all atiemmpts to compromis having failed, 


weary , i wnt. i mw’ iad foe 
eoucludes, . this notice Ww Would, nh My J AGS nEeit, Os; 
proper to give; and [recommend that provision be inade 

by law, for giving it aveordingly, and terminating }) this 


Mr, Dougluss hoped that unanimaus consent would] minner th convention of the sixth of August, 1927.” 


be given to po-tpone the order which appearod on 
the journal, aud to make the Oregon bill the spe 
Clal order for the secoad ‘Tuesday of January; and 
to try the sense of the house, he would make that 
motion. 

Tue question being put on the motion of Mr. Doug- 
lass, it was acteed lo nem con. 

Aiter farther proceedings, [whose report will be 





Seen at pase 295.) The house adjourned. 





The first. and a very grave matter for inquiry is, whether) 


in piving this notice; and whether the co-operation of the 
house, a branch of the law-making power, and invested 


the President ean properly invoke coagress to atd bin 


by the constitutiog with no execuuve lanctions wihitever, 
it 


can be properly auited with the President and Senate 


in the act of giving this notice? Cannot the notics be | 


given without the concurrence of the house? If itea 
{ S kth whan An mes | EY ET JNO 
be, would aut sug au-interference be without tie Soup. 


of its pawere? 
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vextion with England. Itis a treaty with a foreign go- 
verament, that was made properly, and that could only 
be made by the President and the senate. The sanction 
of the house was never given to it, nor was this neces- 
sary for us full and compleie effect. There are two 
modes by which this treaty may be terminated; first, by 
a declaration of war; secondly, by giving the notice of 
twelve months according to its stipulation. In the first 
m de, the concurrence of the house would be a neces: 
sary constituent; and if the President had deemed that 
the best, it would not only have been proper, but indis- 
pensable, that he should ask the co-operation of the 
house. ut what warrant has the house to act in the 
other mode of putting an end to this treaty? The con- 
siiltthuit nO wore Conters upon it any power or agency 
to feriminafe a treaty than to make one, except only by 
a declaration of war, which dissolves all existing trez- 
tes. ‘he provision for the notice is a part, and an es- 
seniial part of this treaty. The act of giving this notice 
is a ing discretionary power, created not by the consti- 
tution, but by the President in negotiating, and by the 


| senate in raufying, a Weaty with such a provision. 





ie other contracting pary, to! 


9 


[t is a treaty of indefinite, but still of temporary con- 
tinuance. The treatv-making pewer might at anv time, 
with toe consent of Great Britain, modify it, asonce has 
been done. The same power may at any time put an 
end to it, and its existence ts but the operating continu: 
ous will of this power for that purpose. Its termination 
may »tany tine be elfected by the withdrawal of the 


‘same will for is longer existence. The house may, and 


olien la required to exert sppropriate legislative powers in 
the executiun of treaties; but this notice is not one of 
inet class. [t has no property of a legislative puwer 
[i is ©xeculive in its essence, or itis, in our system, of 
ihe nature of and incident to the treaty-making power. 
I: is a high discretion, pertaining not to our internal af. 
fairs. but to our relauons with a foreign government, 
crea'ed by (his eaty-making power itself, resting with 
it, and depending upon its will alone for the exercise. 
Suppose the President of himself had given this notice, 
would it have terminated ihe treaty? Without deciding 
the grave problem of the validity and effect of such‘ no- 
lice, no one wiil hardly doubt that if he had comnuni- 
cated with the senste 1 secret session upon this subject, 
and he, with the concurrence of two-thirds of that bod fs 
had given the nutice, it would Lave been done properly 
and constitutionally. 


To give this notice rests properly with the treaty- 
making power. ‘The maintenance of all our foreign 
intercourse pertains to the president. He negotiates 


treaties, and submits them confidentially to the se- 


oy Speed /nate, which approves or rejects them. 
Mr. Ingersoll then said he was instructed by the com- | 


; ) Secret and 
confidential reiations subsist between him and the 


senate, such as he does nol and cannot have with the 


house. A proper judgment upon a question of this 
“nature might depend upon a full knowledge, in all 
‘its minuleness, of the existing diplomatic correspon- 


dence, pending propositions, verbal or written, and 
all the relations between our government and that of 
England. All this information the president might 
communicate, under the seal of confidence and se- 
cresy, to the senate; the house would have no right 
to demand it of him, and it might be improper for 
him to impart it; if he did, the house would be pos- 
sessed of it subject to no inviolability, and yet secrecy 
might be very necessary. Suppose, too, the house 
siiould decide against the propriety of giving this 
notice, its judgment agaiust that of the president and 
the senate would effect nothing practically. He and 
two-thirds of that body could give the notice in de- 
fiance of the house, and, whatever way it might act 
upon the subject, they would constitutionally disre- 
gard and overrule. Lt is, theu, deemed to be clearly 
established that the house is nol a necessary party to 
give Lis NICs; ttrat i might in fact, be given with- 
out consuiling it, and against its expressed jud,- 
ment. 

| [tis not denied that the house might, in the ferm 
of resolution, express its opinion upon the subject of 


this notice, or avy such public matter appertaining 
tu the general government; but then the resolutious 
would be merely abstract opinions, of no practical 
‘operation, and having no authority but their moral 
‘weight. ‘Phe house by its resolution might declare 


‘that it was expedient or inexpedient to give this 


notice; and ifin the one form or the other, the pre- 
'sident might or might not give heed to it. Buti: nad 
ho power to originate, or to concur in a legislative 
proceeding, whether im the form of juint resolution 
or bill, to authorize this notice lo be given. It can 
neither give nor withhold power to that end. 
it is conceded that the concurrence of the house 
in a resolution or bill authorizing this notice would 
not in any degree effect its validuy. But its adoption 
by the two departments of government, im the torn 
of a lewisiative proceeding, would transfer it from 
‘the treaty-making to the law making power; and in 
this mode the tneidental but important question, whe- 
ther the assent of two-thirds of the senate would be 
necessary, might be evaded. It would also tend to 
break duwn the partition of our government amonz 
| various branches, by mixiog up the house in an ope- 
\ ration whieh the constitution had entrusted to other 
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functionaries. And why should the house, by a vio- 
Jation of all propriety in form, and without any ef- 
fective authority over the subject, make itself a party 
to this proceeding? If the notice be expedient and 
proper, it has become so without its act. It is ren- 
dered so by the refusal of the president to arbitrate 
the controversy, and by his closing furtier negotia- 
tion. These were his own acts, about which this 
house had no constitutional! right to interfere. The 
resident asked not its advice or interposition in then. 
hether they be proper or not, he alone was com- 
etent to their performance, and he alone ought to 
be held responsible; but if the house thus irregularly 
unites in authorising the notice, it voluntarily as- 
sumes and divides this responsibility with the presi- 
dent. If the house distrusted the president in this 
matter, it might pass a monitory resolution operating 
morally to quicken or restrain his action. But itis 
his business, not that of the louse. In the present 
state of the questivn, without expressing an opinion 
whether the notice ought or ought not to be given, 
and as the solution of .hat question is constitutionally 
for him, or for him acting with the senate, the house 
ought to be content to leave him to his proper judg- 
ment, discretion, and responsibility: wherefore, 

Resolved, That the question whether a notice to 
terminate the convention between the U. States of 
America and Great Britain of October, 1818, and 
continued in force by the convention of August, 1827, 
ought to be given, is not a matter for the decision of 
congress; and upon it this house at the present re- 
frains from the expression of any opinion. 

GARRETT DAVIS, 
TRUMAN SMITH, 
CALEB B. SMITH, 
— Mr. Price and Mr. Kennedy inquired if the motion 
could not be amended by striking out ‘‘first Monday 
in February” and inserting “to-morrow?” 

The Chair suggested that, although it might be 

competent to amend the motion in this way, yet the 
uestion, under the rule, to put the longest day first, 
would amount to the same thing. 

The question was about to be put on the motion of 
Mr. C. J. Ingerscli to make the resolution the special 
order for the first Monday in February next, when— 

Mr. Adams inquired if the resolution bad been re- 
ported from the committee on foreign affairs? And 
if so, was it the direction of the committee that a 
motion be made to make it the special order ‘‘for 
the first Monday in February?” 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll answered that the resolution 
was the act of the committee on foreign affairs; and 
that the motion to commit it and make it the special 
order was made by direction of the committee. 


Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, rose and expressed the 
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heve that he will surrender all that portion of Ore- 
ee lying north of the 49th degree rather than ha- 
zard the dangersof awar. Yes, gentlemen, be as- 
sured that he will do it; and too, in my opinion he 
will effect it before the advent of the day proposed 
by the chairman of the committee of foreign affairs 
for discussing this resolution. The policy laid down 
by the Baltimore convention of annexing Tex- 
as, requires for its fulfilment that all of Oregon 
also shall he annexed; otherwise the north has 
been betrayed. The south is responsible for the 
whole of the policy, and having begun with the cup, 
mustdrink the remainder to its dregs with all its con- 
sequences. 

Mr. McDowell, next spoke. He hoped there was not 
aman who having advucated the Texas measure would 
now falier in the setUement of the Oregon controversy. 
The two measures iad been avowed by the Baltimore 
_ National Democratic Convention as being both equally 
}aud alike of the same and equal claim upon the ac- 
|fion of our country. The title of our country to Oregon 

is no more debateable. ‘That question is forever settled. 

The las: letter of the American secretary of state to the 
British Eavoy has settled it. Our right of possession, 
had never been surrendered for one moment The pri- 
vilege of commerce hunting and trade we had extended 
to Great Britain, but the British right to this privilege, iv 
was tine now probably to bring to its close, as provided 
for in the conveution of 1827. He did not think it in- 
volved any material importance that we should ur should 
no’ precede our necessary territories] laws with the giviig 
of notice to Great Britain. But he would not snexle 
about the precedence of this or that course of procee- 
dure. ‘Lhis negotiation itself was now, said Mr. Me. 
atanend, ata perfectend. And he trusted that there 
was notin this hall a representative from the Mississippi 
valley who would consent that that 49th parallel even if 
now offered to us shanld be accepted and ratified by the 
government. He raised his hand here in presence of 
ihe house and of the nations and before God who was 
the king of nations, solemnly protested against any more 
efforts tu buy a peace. 

Nego.iation! He had rather cover the soil of Oregon 
with the corpses of our countrymen, and wet it with 
their life-blood, than surrender an inch of it to Great 
Britain, and thereby seal the national disgrace. 

The genileman trom Massachusetis (Mr. Winthrop) 
had said that we, the people of the United States, were 
charged by some with a lust for acquisition, With what 


face could a charge like this come from any subject or 
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gigantic association commence: its course by trading on 
the rivers which emptied into Hudson’s Bay. But where 
Was itnow? Is deminions and its power had spread 
themselves across this broad continent, nor stopped til] 
thev had reached the shores of the Pacitic—till their flag 
waved over thirty forts in Oregon, aud they were con. 
testing the claims of this government to cur own soil. 
And yet gentlemen could still talk in favor of negotiation. 

ile we negotiated, that powe. was every day and 
every hour planting h: r foot more permanently and irre- 
movably on tes<itory that was ours. Was the American 
heart dend—that heart which pulsated so nobly in the 
days of the Revolution, was it dead? Had we norecol- 
leciion of the blood and of the tombs of our fathers? 
Or had we such slight regard for our country or its liber- 
ties as to let both be wrested from us by the subordinates 
of a foreign governmeni? 

Mr. McD. concluded hisspeech by a warm enco- 
mium upon the remarks of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. J. Q .4dams.) 

Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, next spoke, and said 
that the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. McD.) had 
seemed to think that those should be put into the 
black category of condemnation who would refuse 
to give their assent to the proposed notice to be 
given to England, and would put themselves into a 
position infinitely dishonorable. 

Mr. McDowell here arose and explained the pur. 
port of the statement he had expressed. 

Mr. Rhett, was happy at the explanation. The 
gentleman now declares that itis not, that those who 
refuse to go now in favor of giving this notice, are 
treacherous, but that it issuch as refuse to go for the 
whole of Oregon that are so. Last session, a motion 
for giving this notice had been made by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, (Mr. Owen.) It had been re- 
ferred to the committee on foreign affairs, of which 
he, (Mr. R.) was a member. The committee report- 
ed against giving the notice then. The committee 
on territories, after that reported a bill for extend- 
ing jurisdiction over Oregon. ‘The gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. .@dams) moved a cluuse to be 
added to it ordering the notice to be given, which 
motion passed by a vote of 120 to 81. But the south 
and west had voted against it. The gentleman from 
Illinois, (Mr. Wentiworth,) and from Missouri, (Mr. 
Bowlin,) both now zealons advocates of the measure, 
then voted against it. Could these gentlemen now 





‘from any friend of the British empire? He would take 
‘the liberty of reading from the Democratic Review a few 
Statistics gathered from British publications, and resting 
lon British authority, showing something of what was 
ithe extent of this lust of acquisition on the part of that 
|proud and rapacious goveriament. 

| [Mr. McD. here read an extract in which the British 
| acquisitions of territory were classified according to her 

modes of obtaining it, and estimated in square miles.) 

| And this, forsooth, was the government which claimed 


reasons which impelled him to vote in favor of the |to place herself in the great moral chair of nations, 
resolutions reported from the committee on foreign )and to leciure Russia about her conquests in Circassia, 
affairs. In a former congress he had been opposed to | avd lecture France about her cruelties in Algeria, and 


the termination of the convention with Great Britain. 


But since that period a new aspect had been put| 


upon the face of aflairs. By the exertions chiefly of 
the slave interest, Texas has beer added to the 
Union, and a vast accession had been gained for the 
slave power of the Union. The compromises of the 
constitution were virtually done away with by the 
overshadowing influence which the slaveocracy had 
thus gained in the goyernment against the weight 
and influence of the free states, and if his own ad- 
vice were followed no representative from Ohio 
would have consented to have retained his seat here 
beside those of Texas: And the principle of territo- 
rial extension had thus by the slaveocrscy been 
grafted on our government; and was by necessary 
consequence forced upon the northern States in sell 
defence. In nine cases out of ten 1 have found my- 
self mistaken upon those questions where my opinions 
have differed from those of the representative fous 
Massachusetts, yet I differ here from him again. | 
am of opinion that if we take the whole of Oregon, 
jt will produce war. 1 know from experience the 
effects of war, its miseries, and the extent of its 
curse; yet | prefer enduring them tu enduring the su- 

remacy in this country of the slavocratic oligarchy. 
Texas has been admitted; and its weight must be 
counterbalanced. But the northern democracy will 
now find that their southern demociatic breturen are 
deserting them. 1 believe they have been betrayed. 
We see their southern friends in every part of this 
hall imploring whigs and democrats to save them 
from this dread pelicy which threatens to strike a 
death blow to the value of slave property. A mas- 
ter spirit of the south has left his retirement and 
taken his position in the other end of the capitol 
with the avowed purpose of defeating the identical 
policy, (territorial extension), which occupied the 
whole of his intellect and desires only twelve months 
ago. Sir, I say to northern democrats, that if this 
measure be carried out by congress, the executive, 
Jas. K. Polk, will save the south from their apprehen- 
gions of a war witb England. Yes sir; 1 verely be- 


‘lecture the U. States about their annexation of ‘T'exas! 
|— while at the same time she held India in chains, had 
taken possession of Borneo, continued to hold Chusan, 
}and wus marching fresh troops into the Punjaub to make 
| new conquests at the mouth of the cannon! Yes, this 
| was the nation and this the government which could 
| talk demurely to the world about moral and religious ob- 
ligations, while her own skirts were yet reeking with the 


| blood of the oppressed in every part of the world. It) 


iseemed to Mr. McD. that the time for negotiation was 
past, and that the exposed condition of our seacoast and 
‘extended frontier call. d upon us to place the nation in a 
| pusture of defence. He was sick of this talk about 
| peace, when there was no peace—when all the elemenis 
|of war were gathering in threatening array thick around 


‘us, and the world seemed about to witness a collision of 


‘nations aud of governments such as never yet liad 
jmarked us history, and which would remould its entire 
(condition Surely it was tine for us to take action in 
i'view of what might come, and at least to put ourselves 
|in a state of preparation. For one, be desired not to 
| hear su much about peace, when our first duty was to 
| prepare for war. [i bad been beautifuily said by some 
Writer that the systems of the moral and the political 
| world resembled the planets in their fixed and destined 
orbits, and this was true; but it seemed that the British 
| government was a great erratic body, which had no set- 
| Ued orbit, but whose revolutions demonstrated a power 
‘ol extension which was portentous to the safety of sur- 
rounding bodies. When the East India company had 
first beeu incorporated, who bat some inspired prophet 
could have ever dreamed of that empire over subject 
millions in the Hast which was now held by these mer- 
chant princes? And who could read the history of the 
mauner in which that sceptre had been wielded, and of 
the multiplied miseries of those who were subjected to it, 
without having his heart almost rent within him? 

The history of the Hudson Bay company on this con- 
tinent was in many points analogous to it. Ever since 
the days of its formation under Charles the Second, the 
same grasping avidity for territory and for gain had uni- 
formly marked its history. Whenever it perpeirated any 
act which violated the laws of nations, the British go- 
vernment promptly disclaimed it; but whenever, by such 
acts, however unjust or monstrous, it had gut possession 
of new territory, that instant Great Britain set down her 
foot upon it, and claimed and held it as her own. This 





arise here and twil him for opposing it? He had op- 
' posed it at that time, and though he had voted in fa- 
(vor of that Oregon bill even after the notice had 
| been included in it, yet he was then also opposed to 
giving the notice, though he sacrificed his opposi- 
tion so far as to vote for the bill in consideration of 
its other contents. Mr. R. then went on to vindicate 
his opposition to now giving the notice. In order to 
carry out our laws over the whole territory after 
giving the notice, it will be necessary to forcibly 
eject the British from some thirty forts they now 
have there; the gentlemen though not intending war, 
are actually engaged in measures which would pro- 
bably draw it on. The giving of the notice will 
throw upon us the onus of action and the necessity 
of enforcing our rights by force. This will not be 
acting in the spirit of our institutions; we should first 
make it clear to the world that we are borne out by 
‘justice and right. ‘The convention creates no out- 
rage upon our rights, and its prolongation can do 
'us no possible injury. We gain by time. To put 
ian end to the convention will necessarily bring us 
into collision with the Hudson Bay Company and 
Great Britain. And how can war gain Oregon for 
us? It wil be the means rather of our losing it. We 
could not enforce our claims without first beating 
down England herself, and a war with England will 
be no little war. As the Duke of Wellington had 
once said in parliament, ‘‘no war with the U. Stales 
can be a little wor.” It must be a mighty struggle; 
monarchy on one side,and republicanism on the other. 
Give us-twenty or fifty years and we might defy the 
world. Let us wait upon time. Mr. R. is not afraid 
of war with Great Britain, but he is opposed to any 
war which would bear a semblance of foreign con- 
quest. Suppose we get Oregon after a war,—will 
we not have buried our civil liberties beneath an 
overwhelming military power in our coantry’ It 
must be made as clear as the sun that the honor of 
the nation demands such a risk before he can devole 
the country to this danger. It is our honor, say some, 
that demands our action. [ut that is not honor, said 
Mr. R. which takes fire at negotiation and jeopards 
national peace, prosperity, and happiness for sha- 
dows. See to what aggressions and to what out- 
rageous and flagrant acis of oppression our revolu- 
tionary fathers had submitted before they drew the 
sword. But what are we about? Mr. R. is in favor 
of getting Oregon, but of getting it in the only mode 
in which in truth it ean be got. It had been said that 
to kil] one man makes a murderer, but to kill a mil- 
lion makes a hero. The duellist who kills his anta- 
gonist is a felon in the eyes of those who would now 
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ng on the ribs in human blood. War was an ensrmous : Mr. J. Thompson, arose and said that, as the Ore- 
vhere crime, and the only possible justifiable wars are Ala. asked leave to introduce a Resolution, which the gon subject, it is apparent, will now engross the at- 
bread wars against tyranny. And yet it is now declaimed | house allowed to be read for information. ‘The reading tention of the house until at is disposed of, and as the 
pee holds back. In the last war | “2S interrupted with laughter, and the whole thing was rni ; Pteaeipirratt ’ 

d till against that the south ho ded b ; fiat “ morning hour of business is thuscompletely shut out 
r flag the gentleman from Massachusetts had shown him. | (Cent fC OF poor y oS ee See upon te Pro which he much regrets, he would therefore pro- 
“rian self a hero by voting against it, and now he is rabid | Resoived, That we hail the elevated feeling which now  POSe to refer the resolution reported from the com- 
mane for war. J inauired if; hy ai unusually prevails in onr glorious confederacy to mittee on foreign affairs to the committee of the 
, and Mr. dams arose and inquired if in what he said he | strengthen and consolidate the principles of Republican | whole house on the state of the union. 

. had allusion to him. Mr. Rhett said he had. freedon and extend the blessings of our free Institutions | This motion was, after some discussion, put to the 
tican Mr. Adams said, then the gentleman is mistaken. | in every practicable quarter of the Universe, in the spirit’ vote and carried. A second motion to make it the 
n the Three years before that war commenced he had been of Christian love and peaceful brotherhood. order of the day for the first Monday in Februarv, 
recol- appointed by the then president, Mr. Madison,as min-| Resolved, That while we hail the admission of Texas | 88 proposed in the report, was put to the vote and de- 
thers? ister to the empire of Russia, and he had been so | (which fought her way to Independence) asa sister state cided, (by yeas 102, nays 89, not two-thirds), in the 
liber- appointed in consequence of the support he had for | into our Union, we now with unaffected pride and sa- negative. 
inates ears given to the measures of Mr. Jefferson’s ad- | tisfaction, hail the resolution of the Executive and con-| Mr. Bowlin, of Mo. then moved to go into com- 

ninistration against Great Britain. These were | ress of the United States, to uphold our title to Oregon, ‘mittee of the whole house. The house assented, and 
— facts, not known to the gentleman from South Caro- and in the same spirit we observe the growing desire to| with Mr. Tibbatls in the chair, the committee of the 
Mas- jina. The gentleman in his great anxiety to find soninaen ert ed se: pp 2 aa the | whole proceeded to consider the resolution for giving 
: fault with him, had used him, somewhat as in the COmmoerecs awa tat ire acre domi entiticd ty snare the twelve months notice to Great Britain for the 
d said f Don Quixotte, the knight ted the blessings of our free institutions. woteeer r ce 
) had romance 0 » the knight wanted to use| pg That the Iris! os bettie Gian bg termination of the convention of 6th August, 1827. 
t his squire when he would have persuaded him to be » FNAL the 9g ts Small atin, Dave tone! ~~ Mr. Bowlin, of Mo. arose and addressed the house 

o the jashed for the love of his duleinea. The gentleman been ground down by British misrule and misgovern- | 5, fa yor of the resolution 
refuse as d to ask that he (Mr. A.) should ff for th ment, and while her people for centuries have been NI na * +e ; 
de be ne : sree 0 li ould suffer for the | ground down by a monarchieal yoke, they have always| + Ir. Yancey, of Alu. next obtained the floor, and 
a. . sins of perhaps others from Massachusetts, and he | ¢herished the Democratic principles of a Republican the house adjourned, 

— ty —— = ot, sama: be aA hn rg pita only government that has ensured , = ——=—_Eers see 
ute o the ignorance of the honorable ;frecdom to man. mu OP . 2 
© pur- a and not "4 eny malignant intention. 9 im the house will receive vip due alten- THE ARMY AND OREGON. 
Mr. it, resumed. He could not know the course | tian and consideration any communication that may be 7 > REPRESEN i ee 
| The of the gentleman, during every year of his life, ory 4 forwarded by that high minded and Jiberty-loving people HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FRIDAY, JAN. 2, 1846. 
4 go = pyre ~~ remote past life to have been such ry a faded ea tocae ober rebnnabts ean | Mr. Haralson, from the committee on military af- 
cal - gen = “ jin Sesodibedae cou “se ane zd Tae reading excited much meriment, and when) fairs, reported a bill to provide for the organization 
motion veral years. Mr. R. thought that the gentleman; Mr. McC id gr Se ine Ce ee em aR 
entle- . 3 g r. McConnell, rose and said gravely, I hope noW | which was read twice, when— 
3 from Ohio, (Mr. G.) and the gentleman from Mas. | no member will object to the introduction of the re-| Mr, Haral d that j : 
‘aihhen sachusetts (Mr. dams) had come into a relation | solutions. STi danet tes aebels io nlyyor y ot tho Union 
por (IN Sountey. Thane een eppened to union, bj aiererel mrmbers however chjocted, and oc: tha|and that it be made the special endef, Rieadey 
mittee seems, are nol opposed to it on a national scale.— wept amen yea ne MH “se meet scted i i 
xtend- Mr. R. said also, he regretted the language of the Mr. Preston King, arose to make an explanation ds ouster objected to making the bill a special 
n from gentleman from New York, (Mr. King,) wherein he | Petsonal to himself. The Union newspaper of this order. These orders were becoming #0 numerous 
} to be seemed to insinuate that a game whether foul or |¢c!ty has given a report of the speech of the gentle- aleeny.ee wae ORDAETREMOS 78 ae npn A the re- 
| which fair was being played by southern man from South Carolina, (Mr. Rhett) wherein that peular onder. Of PUREE : P 
g played by members. After Mr. Haralson, in supporting th he h 
e south alluding to the connection of the name of Mr. Cal- |$eotleman seems to have attributed to me remarks! 4 b 4th pporting the motion he had 
an from houn with the prediction in the London Times, Mr. | Which I did not make. But the gentleman from S. | hed +09 nah that the committee on the territories 
‘i, (Mr. R. retorted by detailing ott dits ab ? ,. |Carolina could find in the cireumstances of the case, | | reported some time since a bill for extending the 
y ig other on dits about western > Se inn acarn 1 | laws of the United States over the territ f Ore. 
easure, resident-muaking, &e.. and deprecating the publication of the London Times, the course of erriory of Ure 
p gy ’ precating any action | , ‘gon, which had been made the special ord f th 
en now that might lead to war, ord line _|Mr. Calhoun and the current of events, evidence .. a pecial order of tne 
g ‘ emoralize our country by , day for the second ‘Tuesday of J The bill 
had op- ‘ving an agcressive feat Seige id stronger than his words, that an understanding had J y oF vanuary. ihe Di 
d in fa- af EO near eenthy pales been arrived at between the British minister ay our | Which he had now the honor to report was immedi- 
tae hed Mr. Simms, of Mo., next obtained the floor, and | own secretary of state that, if Great Britain would ately connected with the object of the other bill, and 
osed to said that he could not be expected to enlighten any | abstain from interfering with the Texas question he considered it very desirable that the action of the 
opposi- on this important question, but he might be justly Oregon might be divided. That the British govern- house should be had on this bill—first, because if the 
See of condemned if he neglected to give expression to| ment seemed to have arrived at such an understand- present bill should pass, it would obviate delay in the 
indicate views entertained in his state, the first to move, and ing, we have seen. The American negotiator is now action of the house on the other bill; but if not, 
sede to as yet, the most deeply interested in the matter.— | i, the ahadite. ead we shall see what his codes will _when the other bill should come up, gentlemen op- 
ry after The lamented Linn had given it an impetus there, | pe. E ‘ | posed to it might insist that no final action should be 
forcibly and political discussions, if rightfully conducted, | , ’ . /had upon it until the bill from the military commit- 
ey now were the light of a republican country. Others! Mr. Rhett, replied, that if the gentleman intended tee should have been disposed of. Should the several 
ing war, could not be expected to be as deeply interested for | to Say that if from the course which Mr. Caihuun as’ bills which were preliminary and subordinate in their 
Hd pro- the seven thousand American citizens in Oregon, as|@ U.S. senator had taken, it was probable he would | nature to the Oregon bill be first disposed of, all dif- 
hae will was he, who had witnessed the mother’s tears over | pursue a certain given future course, he had nothing ficulties as to the jurisdiction of the several commit- 
ecessity her daughters and sons when she bade them fare- to say; but if the gentieman meant that any thing tees would at once be obviated; but should a differ- 
| not be well as they took up their trail for their distant like a personal understanding had taken piace be-' ent course be pursued, ahd these bills be postponed, 
‘uld Grst home, or had heard the manly sire, while his voice | tween Mr. Calhoun and the British munister as to ) much delay might occur on that ground in disposing 
5 out'by trembled and the big tear stood on his cheek, say to | he course he should in future pursue, Mr. R. pro- | of the Oregon bill. 
4 elit the boy he had reared, go, my son, where Providence Bounced it au unfounded unmitigated and absolute | The present bill contained provisions for two regi- 
‘aint’ Bo leads; but of this be sure, that my spirit shall follow untruth. ‘ments of riflemen, and also for increasing the infan- 
To put os spirit even to the beach of the Pacific ocean.— Mr. King, said, what he had said, he had said, and try, artillery, and dragoons. The two regiments to- 
pring us r. §. contended that notice should be at once giv-|the gentleman from South Carolina was at perfect gether contained fifteen hundred and fifty men, to be 
any and en to Great Britain, now, now is the time. He had | liberty to put what construction he pleased on his|placec at the disposition of the president, who, in 
econ for no doubt the president had offered the 49th parallel | words; nor does he deem it necessary to retort as to employing the troops for purposes of defence to our 
rit. We in good faith, and that the gentleman from N. York | his words. frontiers, or to emigrants on their way to Oregon, 
beating (Mr. King ) was mistaken— Or The deb ‘  siclaeaiann ‘es imight take a portion of the rifle corps and a portion 
Sein Mr. King, arose and said, he had no doubt it had), 7". =I ne ate was resumed upon the un-| of the dragoons, and even a portion of the artillery, 
ston had been offered in good faith, but that if accepted, we finished business of yesterday. |if in his judgment it was necessary, without employ- 
States should have been bound by it,a result which would| Mr. Hilliard, of Ala. addressed the house, and ad- ing a whole regiment of either. 
struggle; have masked our clear title to the whole. vocated our title to the whole of Oregon, but re-|_ Mr. H. wished to state another fact. He had been 
he other. Mr. Simms remonstrated against interruption, and ! garded the Spanish part of it as the strongest. He | informed by the secretary of war that the exigen- 
“defy the then went on to maintain that if now the 49° were | spoke of the growing power of England, and the ar- | cies of the public service had required the withdraw- 
ot afraid offered by England, we must not accept it. He was rogance of the British government, and he was ready al of garrisons from many of our fortifications at the 
sd to any unwilling to see a European power throwing its|to check it, As to the best manner he did not con-|north, and even from some in the southern states, 
sign con- — around our country and barring our access to) cur in any of the propositions which had been sub- that they might be employed on our southwestern 
ar—will hina and the East Indies. Mr. S. after recounting | mitted by gentlemen of the house. He was agains! | frontier, and, as it was impossible that these troops 
neath an many of the countries over the face of the world | the report of the commilice on territories, because | Slould at present be withdrawn from that position, 
ntry? It rapaciously seized by that power, declared he would | it gave away land which was nol ours at present to the consideration of the increase of the army should 
Senor of hever, never consent to allowing her to seize upon|give. He was against claiming the whole of Oregon be taken up at as early a day as practicable. It was 
in devote mmegon, the future home of our children. Missouri| by a legislative act, because it might trammel the | necessary to provide a sufficient number of troops to 
jay some, Would turn out 10,000 wagons and plenty of provi-| executive. [le was against giving the notice al once, be placed in garrison on our fortifications on the sea - 
ynor, said Slons, and the drivers would take their ox whips and | because the effect of said notice might also govern | board, at least, to guard the public property of those 
jeopards whip out the foreign subjects from that country. It} the executive in a manner which would answer no forts. , . 
for sha- aoa urged that the country was sterile. If so, what | good purpose. He would passa resolution empower-| Mr. Houston, of Alabama, persisted in_ his objec- 
yhat out: én did Great Britain want it for? Mr. S. thought, ing the president of the United States to give the | tion to making so many special orders. Let the va- 
ir revolu- = was far more certainly to ensue if we neglect to | notice whenever in his judgment he thought it best/ rious subjects of legislation stand upon their own 
jrew the _ Oregon than from our taking it. The voice of|to give it. He would clothe him with all power.— | merits, and have priority according to their bearing 
s in favor Rye is for the whole of Oregon, and for itnow.| Mr. H. also gave facts connected with the commerce | on the general interests of the country. 
nly mode tr. S. closed with an appeal to the patriotism and of the east, and the benefits which would accrue to| Mr. McDowell here called Mr. H. to order; but the 
said thal me of home which animates the, American people | the commerce of the country from the possession of | chair decided that he was not out of order in speak- 
it a mil- PA rrecrue their rights and. maintain them at once at} the Oregon, and opening the commerce of the east | ing to a question of reference. — 
his anta- iasards. to an intercourse with the U, States. Me. Hilliard] | Mr. Houston resumed, and said that if the house 
ould now and th Hilliard, of Alabama, next obtained the floor, closed by suggesting an amendment such as he had {should persist in this practice, every committee 
ade up (0 € house adjourned, i indicated in the course of his remarks. which reported an important bill would be asking 
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that it should be made the special order for a parti- 
cuiar day. Thus the bands of the. house 
tied, and, should circumstances afterwards change. 


no matter how desireus a majority of the house} then, when the Oregon bili came up, it would be 


migh! be to rescind the special order, i could not be 
effected without the consent of two-thirds of the 
members. 

On the main question of the object of this bill he 
did not wish now to go into any discussion, but the 
reason urged by the chairman of the military com- 
mittee for taking it up wis, as he understood it, that 
this bill was virtually a part of the Oregon bill re- 
ported by the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Doug- 
Jass. 

Mr. Harelson interposed to explain. The gentle- 
man had mistaken his meaning. What he meant to 
say was, that the passing of the present biil might 
obviate the necessity of adopting the sixth and se- 
venth sections of what was called the Oregon bill) 
but its provisions were different and much more ¢x- | 
tensive. 

Mr. Houston resumed. It might be so; yet still 
there was an intimate connection between the ob- 
jects of the two bills, and such was the relation of 
the one to the other that il seemed to him that the 
Oregon bill should be first considered, and not de- 
ferred until after the present bill and those of a 
kindred nature should first have been acted on. It 
was impossible at present to know whether that bill 
would or would not pass, and, unless that bill or 
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some other like it did pass, there could be no neces- 
sity of acting on this bill. Let the house first say | 


whether they would or would not extend the juris- i there was no shrinking in any quarter. 
Mr. Houston disclaimed every thing like shrink- | 


diction of our laws, &e. over Oregon. If they resolv-! 








a purpose. {t seemed {o him that there was a game | 
piayimg here: first it was insisted that the other bills! 
should he postponed to take np the Oregon bill, and 


said that that must he postponed till the bills from 
the other committees were first considered. Thus 
delay would be produced from day to day, and from 
week to week, until, by a side wind, the bill was 
eventually defeated. 

Mr. Houston, with some warmth, replied that if 
any improper game was play:ng in that house on this 
subject, he must be in it; but if the gentleman from 
Iinois considered him as enzaged in such game, 
the gentleman was, as usual, sadly mistaken, 

ir. Vance here interposed, insisting that the whole 
debate was outof order: it was in fact adebate on 
priority of business; but a rule of the house declar- 
ed that all questions on priority of business should 
be decided without debate. 

The Chair overrujed the objection, The debate 
Was not on privrity of business, but on a motion for 
reference. 

Mr. Dovglass resumed. In what he had said re- 
specting a game gomgonin the house, he had in- 
tended no personal allusion to any person, but he 
thought he did see a disposition to procrastinate 
every thing connected with this Oregon question.— 
There seemed to be a terror about it before which 
gentlemen were ready to shrink away. Now, he 





could not forget that, when the Texas question had 


been brougit into the house, they had met it boldly: | 
évery body then secined inspired with bravery, and, 


Pa ——————ET 


tleman for whathe supposed a standing committee on 
territories has been created’ Was it not their duty 
to take a general charge of all the interests of the 
territories of the United Slates? And did not this 
duty include the proposing of all necessary and pro- 
per legislation in regard to those interests? Such 
had always been heretofore the construction given 
to the rule for their appointment, and on that view 
they had always acted. They had reported with re. 
spect to a territorial government, and in regard to 


imilitary and Indian affairs and all else respecting 


Oregon, save the notice to England of the terming. 
tion of the joint occupancy, and that notice, though 
omitted in the Oregon bill of last year, had been tp- 
serted by the express order of the house. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll here snterposed to say that it 
was true such a notice had been inserted, but it had 
been done at the eleventh hour, amid great confusion, 
and done in a very bad way. 

Nir. Douglass, resuming, said it was true the com- 
mittee had not inserted the notice, and the house 
had voted it in; and no doubt the gentleman thought 
this had been done ina very bad way, because the 


committee on foreign relations had not reported in 


favor of the notice at all. [A laugh.} 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoli said that he had received no 
orders from his committee to report in favor of the 
notice, but had, much against his will, been directed 
to report in opposition to it. 

Mr. Douglass said be was aware of all that; but 
the house had corrected the error of the eommittee 
on foreign affairs, and had voted the insertion of the 
notice into the territorial bili; atid the committee on 
territories of the present congress, having a know. 


ed that they would, and deemed an increase of the | ing oi seeking to procrastinate. The gentieman.cer- | ledge of that fact, had profited by such knowledge, 


army necessary, that would be the proper time to' 


tainly could not bave had him in his eye when Mak- | 


and had inserted it in the bill now reported by them; 


take up and act on a bill like this, as well as to per-j ing such a remark, because he had expressly told yet he did not mean to deny that the military com- 
fect any further legislation which might be rendered! him that he was ready for the Oregon hill, and in- | mittee and Indian committee and committee on fo- 


proper and necessary. ‘The house knew that there | 
were other bills of asuburdinate kind to that great) 


tenced to vote for it. 


Mr. Douglass, resuming, said that he knew that, | 


‘reign affairs might, if they saw proper, report on the 


Saine subjects as the committee on territories, just 


measure which were of equal importance with this, | and therefore eculd not have intended his remarks to as the committee of ways and means and the com. 
apply to that gentleman: yet le must be permitted to | mittee on manufactures both reported on the tariff. 
repeat that there did seem a terror about this whole! Different committees might have concurrent juris- 


and he was opposed to giving to this the advantage ) 
of being made a special order. Let it take its place, 
in the order of business, according to its own intrin- | 
sic merits. | 

Mr. Douglass said he hoped the motion to make: 
this bill the special order for Tuesday would prevail. | 
li was true that would supercede the necessity of | 
adopting one of the sections of the bili which he had | 
the honor of reporting from the committee on the 
territories; but it was also true that it provided for 
the same object in a better, fuller, and more digest. 
ed form than the other bill had done. He could not, 
concur in sentiment with the gentleman from Ala-: 
bama (Mr. Houston) as to the propriety of poston-| 
ing this for the Oregon bill, but thought it ought to! 
be taken up first in order. If that bill shouid fail, | 
(a contingency which, he trusted, there was no gen: 
tleman here present who in the remotest degree ex. 
pected to be realized, ) still the ferce proposed to be. 
raised by this bill would be of great value and im- 
portance in protecting our emigrants and guarding | 
our frontier, now much enlarged by the addition of 
Texas, These two regiments would be needed {or} 
these important objects. He hoped, however that! 
the failure of the Oregon bill was not so probable as— 
that the house should take action on any such as- | 
sumption. He thoughi it much better that the house | 
should act on this business first. ‘There were, he be- | 
heved, no special orders appointed for next weck, | 
ani he hoped the bill might at once be disposed cof. , 
And he could desire, further, that the several kind-| 
dred bills from the commiitee on Indian allairs and | 
the commiutiee on foreign relations, notice of which 
had been given, would, wath this bill, be all made spe- | 
cial orders for the same day; and, should they all! 
pass, (as he hoped they would,) he should then be | 
prepared to modify the Oregon bili accordingly. He | 
trusted that by the close of 1ext week all the prelim- | 
inary measures might be agreed on, and then the | 
house would have a fair field, and could go into the! 
discussion of the main subject without embarrass. 
ments from questions of order. ‘This would avoid | 
all the difficulties which might otherwise grow up| 
from questions as to the covflicting jurisdiction of | 
the several standing comimiltices. hese several 
bills did not depend on the Oregon bill. Even sup- 
posing that biil to fail, the measures from the mili- 
tary committee, the Indian committee, and the com- 
mittee on foreign aflairs, which were embodied in 
the bills severally reported from those cummiitees, 
even would still be necessary. But, should the Ore- 
gon bill be taken up first, gentlemen opposed to its 
passage might embarrass the house by raising diffi- 
culties as to the order of business, and might insist 
that that bill should not be discussed until biils 
should first have been reported from the several 
committees to which the subjects embraced by the 
Oregon bill appropriately belonged. 

The house had already seen the indication of such 





| acted on, instead of being mortified at that, he should, 


Oregon question before which gentlemen shrunk.— | 
Now, fur one, he meant to meet the question fairly: | 


if there ought to be mijitary clauses in the Oregon | 


bill which it did not contain, let them be reported ' 
from the military committee; buthe wanted the ques. | 
ilun met, and metatonce. Nobody had complained | 
that the committee was hasty when it reported the | 
bil for the annexaiion of ‘Texas: there was po shrink- | 
ing then; but the house had met the measure “with | 
atusk.” [A laugh.] No question lad then been } 
raised about the jurisdiction of committees; but now, | 
when a twin question came up, he certainly did not 
witness the same flerceness to meet it. But it bad 
been reguiarly brought mto the house; it had come 
from the appropriate stan/ ing committee, and it was 
the duty of the house to meet and consider it. He 
could not see why this bill should not be taken up, and 
then the bill from the Indian committee, and the bill: 





from the committee on foreign relations, giving no- 


tice of the termination of the joint oceupancy.— | 
When these should all have been disposed of, then | 
the fiouse would be prepared to take up the Oregon 

bill; and if there should be very little left in it to bs | 


on the contrary, be very glad. 

Mr. Garreit Davis bere interposed. From the tenor 
of the gentleman’s remarks, it was obvious that he 
admitted that there were questions in his Oregon 
bill which did not properly belong to other commit. 
lees, and which, if disposed of, would leave very 
Jittie in his bill besides. Now, to enable Mr. D. the 
better to comprehend what it was the gentleman 
would be at, he would thank the gentleman to tell 
him what those parts of his Oregon bill were, which, 
in his opinion, might be embodied in bills from other 
committees? 

Mr. Douglass, resuming, said he would answer the 
gentleman’s enquiry wiih great pleasure. There was 
po part of the Oregon bill which came inappropri- 
ately from the committee on territories; for, if it 
was true, as the gentleman seemed to think, (judg- 
ing from the resolution he had this morning moved, ) 
that the section in that bill relating to military af- 
fairs, and that the part of it which had reference to 
the Indian tribes west of the mountains should have 
come from the Indian committee, and that section 
which proposed to give notice of the termination of 
ithe joint occupancy should have come from the 
committee on foreign relations, he would inquire 
what would be left for the action of the committee 
on territories? [A Jaugh.] The gentleman would 
preclude that committee trom providing any thing 
about a judiciary, or about regulating Indian affairs, 
or proposing apy military operation, or saying a word 


‘assure genilemen that the 





about joint occupaney; aii these subjects, according to 
iim, Were the peculiar province of other standing 


committees in the house; then he would ask the gen-; whatever might have been his bravery on ®& 





diction over the subject-matter. But certanmly if 
the territoria] committee might not report laws 
which related to atlairs in the territories, they might 
just as wel), anda little better, not have been ap- 
pointed, for there was nothing left for them to do. 


But he was sorry he had been led into this digres- 
sion; but the matter had all been arranged. He 
hoped that the house would make this bill a special 
order, and that the bills from the other committees 
of which he had spcken would be made the special 
order for the same day, and that the house would 
dispose of the whole of them next week. He could 
territorial committee 
would not think itseif in the least dishonored by 
having its action thus superceded. He hoped to see 
the bills pass, even though they should cover all the 
branches of that bill which he had the honor to re- 
port. ‘The committee were very desirous that the 
rights of our citizens in Oregon should be properly 
guarded and secured. He hoped there would be no 
dodging on this Oregon question. 

Mr. Holmes here inquired whether the gentleman 
had spoken about dodging? 

Mr. Douglass said yes; “dodging” was the word he 
had employed; and he hoped that his honorable friend 
from South Carolina would display the same vigor 
and resolution, and would show limself as brave and 


as fearless on this Oregon question, as he had done on 


the subject ofgTexas. He trusted the gentleman was 
ready to look Great Britain in the face as he had 
Mexico. It would be remembered that great appre- 
heusions had been entertained jast year about our 
gelling into a war; but then it was a war with Mexico; 
and who could forget how brave—yes, how furious 
that honorable gentleman had then been, how ready 
he was to defy Mexico; ay, and Britain and France 
both, but now he shrank appalled. For Mr. D.’s 
own part, he felt just the same now as he had done 
then. He was not for making any of these differ- 
ences in our feelings towards foreign powers. But 
if gentlemen did feel apprehension, he would take 
the liberty to tell them tuat if they wanted to avo! 
a war with England, the very best way was to pre: 
pare to give her tie best fignts we have on hand.— 
First, let us give her notice that the Joint occupancy 
must cease; then Jet us go on to build our forts an 
stockades, to increase our army and navy, = 
prepare a territorial bill, ready to go into ge em 
as soon as the tweive months’ notice shou 
have expired. His word for it, Great Britain r. 
awake to the fact that if she got into a fight ea 
Oregon, away would go the Canadas. For one, i 
felt assured that if the house would act without ta ; 
ing [A voice: Whatare you doing? A laugh} ° 
would talk only to act, we should have no wat. 


: fess that, 
Mr. Holmes said he would frankly con former 
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= ry 1s diecihice 
occasion, hes did not feel ow this Ceegoa question 
greay and deepry alarmed. dic wus pot @irala. to 
acknowledge that. he did feel apprehension at the 


tiougirt of seeing tne witerests Wwihicn he eprosented 
in that house plunged into a conflict wath G. Beituin. 
He would put it to the gentlemen who advocated the 
pil] reported by the hovorable gentleman from [le 
nois, (Mr. Douglass ) whether tt wonld not he better 
firsi to pass, if they could pass. the bill giving notice 
of the termination of the joint occupancy before 
they took measures to prepare for war. One thing, 
however, he could tell gentlemen—that if the Ove- 
gon bill did pass, they would not find hin backing 
out. He was well convinced that there was a part 
of the house which earnestly desired war, and hoped 
to render it inevitable; Dut when we were brought io 
that point, Mr. H., instead of voting to raise two or 
five regiments—two regiments of riflemen or five re- 
giments of infantry—would at one introduce a reso- 
jution crediting the executive with twenty sillions 
of dollars to provide for the defences of the country. 
If the house should pass the bill, they need not ex- 

ect to avoid the issue. But, before we went on to 
arrange our forces, he would say to the gentleman, 

Mr. Douglass,) who, asa lawyer, knew perfectly 
wellthat the notice proposed would produce war, 
why terminate the jointoceupanc)? And, if we did, 
inust we notal the end of twelve mouths enforce our 
alleged rights in that territory? And must we not 
drive Great Britain beyond the latitude of forty-nine? 
And had not the gentleman waiched te persever- 
ance and tenacity with which Great Britain had in- 
sisted upon her supposed riziits not to be driven be- 
yond forty-nine? 

Mr. €. J. Ingersoll here calicd Mr. Holmes to or- 
der. Hedid it with reluctance, but these remarks 
were certainly all out of order, and the honorable 

extleman from South Carolina niust excuse him if 
he added, that they were injuriously out of order.— 
Mr. |.’8 Views were directly opposed tu his, and he 
was very sure he had considered this matter more 
than Mr. H. had done. [A laugin.] 

Mr. Holmes said he did not wisn to be out of or- 
der, and would abstain from further remark. He 
concluded by’*moving the previous question, but im- 
mediately withdrew the motion; when— 

Mr. J Q. Adams rose to address the house. He 
said that he ought perhaps to commence with an 
apology to the house for addressing it atall on this 
question. The state of his health was such as to ren- 
der it impossible for him to enter at all on many im- 
portant questions connected wiih this subject, and, 
whatever observations he might feel it his duty to 
make upon it, must necessarily be brief. His phy 
sical power would nolenabie him lo go at any length 
into the question. 

The question now immediately before the house 
he understood tu be, whether the bill making provision 
for raising two regiments of riflemen should be inude 
the special order for the first Tuesday i January. 





The Speaker said that that constituted ene part of | 


the quesiion, but was nol debatable. Vhe otter part 


of the question was on referring this bill to a come | 


mitiee of the whole on the state of the Union, and 
that question was open to debate. 


Mr. Adams said that he asked, then, that the ques- 
tion might be divided, and might first be put on the 
reference, because he presumed that there was no 
diversity of opinion on that point; if there -vas, it 
would change the whole state of the debate. 

Mr. Houston, of Alabama, said, in expianation, 
that it was not the reference of the bill he had ob- 
jected to, but its being made a special order. 

The Speaker further deciared that the first branch 
of the question, viz: the reterence of the bill, could 
be decided by a majority, bul that to make it a spe- 
cial order would require a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. Adams said that, if the house should refuse 
the reference, then he should have nothing further 
lo Say. 

The Speaker said that the first question would be 
on the reference of the bill, and that the question 
was debatable. 

Mr. Adams then asked if he was al liberty to de- 
bate the question whether this bill should be made 
the special order for Tuesday next. 

The Speaker replied that he could not, but that the 
question of reference might be debated. 

Weil, then, (said Mr. Mdams,) 1 will, at the risk 
of being arrested for irrelevanecy, (which seems of 
late a favorite mode of preventing discussion,) speak 
in reality and in substance to the question of mak- 
ing the bill a special order—whiie, in form, my re- 
Marks wilt be on the question of reference. 

This measure now proposed to be referred is one, 
whieh, fora variety of reasons, is as important as any 
question which has hitherio come, or will hereafter 
come, before this house for discussion. It is difficult 
to speak on one of the bills relating to this subject 
Without a reference to ail ibe others. For example: 





this is | il LO Pat*? aa¥o"'l camsints of rifle:ne 

Now, j fi d bivie eas Orr be () riled Wy AD 

of thos wuUliGine @ Gili pas abl , for One regis ( \ ‘ 
mounted rifziaen. ‘Phe question then presents itself 1A staal 


to me—how are these tvo bills to go together? and 
whether they ought not to be considered together? If 
but one regiment only of riflemen is necessary to be 
maintained, then it does not follow that two regi- 
ments of unmounted riflemen are needed: the one 
bill depends in a measure on tie other. refer to 
this merely as an illustration, to show the variety of 
| mevsures which are at the same time in conte npla- 
tion of the house. 1 find further, in the same biii to 
which I have just ailuded, an appropriation of 
dollars, for the expense of any military defences 
‘which the president muy deem necessary on the line 
of our communication with Oregon. Now the im- 
portance of that provision depens on the sun which 
Shall be put into the hands of the president. Ali I 
infer from this is, that it is contemplated that other 
.expenses (and in my opimion very heavy ones) must 
be considered es concurrest measures with the raising 
of these regiments of riflemen. This is not the only 
, measure that will be necessary and therefore it may 
| be doubtful if there is any necessity for wasiing the 
time of this house in discussing the question whether 
| these two regiments of riflemen shall be raised, un- 
less the necessity is made apparent for their employ- 
ment. Why, what reasonis there that two regi. 
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froin IiMnois (Mr. Dong! 

s Cb IS Guwe vt PMPs ibis 

bial qohar to What AQ Fcihuiceman . 
but L confess 1 was very much surprised to hear thst 
the committee on foreign affairs will not report to 
the house such notice, 

Mr. C. J Ingersoll. 1 know of no member of that 
committee who has said so. 

Mr. Douglass. I said so, because I had heard that 
such was their determination. 

Mr. dams resumed. I have heard it from various 
quarters; and, if the reportis delayed much longer, 
[shall believe it. [A langh.] If it 1s so, shall de- 
plore it; I shall deeply regret af a majority of that 
committee shall not be ready to give that notice.— 
All the other ineasures must depend on that. While 
we sit talking here about regiments of riflemen, and 
jregiments of infantry, and stockade forts, and sap- 
| pers, and miners, and pontonters, Great Britain is 
jarming her steam-vessels, equipping her frigates and 
| line of battle ships, and sending troops over here to 
ibe ready. I would press a resolution giving the notice 
| THIS Day, ii | hoped that a majority of the house 
;could be obtained to eflect that measure. 
| Mr. Wentworth here moved that the rules be sus- 
pended to aiford an opportunity for sucha motion, 
but the motion was pronounced to be out of order. 

Mr. dams resumed. I feel myself scarcely an 





| 
| 


ments or one regiwent shall be raised at this time?) thorised to hope that I should be suceessful should [ 


We have heretofore gone through some measures 
, Which presented a prospectof war: we have yon 
through them, and there has been no war 
at profound peace with all the world. Why then in 
grease our military establishment? It must be re 

collected that the spirit which prevailed in this house 
two, three, or four years ago, was very different as to 
this matter of increasing our military force. We who 


very nearly one-third. That was four years ago, 
when the prospect of war was quiie as greal as how, 





We are | 


were then here voted not only to prevent the increase j 'ry, no sap 


i make the raetion. 


But for this ] would ave moved 
| 
| 


iton the first day of the session. Because | have so 
;profound a sense of the duty of adhering to trea- 
|ties, | feel debarred fyom the Jeast act of hostility 
jor even from mecting hostility manifested el-ewhere, 
Uill notice shall iave been given. While our con- 
vention retnuins, | will vote no inerease of the army 
(or navy, no fort or stockade, no riflemen, no infan- 
All must depend on that. 


, 


ers, no tiners 


ef 
of our military establishment, but we reduced 4 by | Uf this bili shall be made the special order for Tues- 


|day, Lhope it wiil be arranged by the gentlemen 
|wno Manage the business of this house, that the 





‘and I will take this opportunity to say that J do not | question of giving notice shall come up on the sane 


believe at allin ANY DANGER of war at this lime. 

| Ido not see any testimonials of the probability of 
|war at this time; but, if any danger is apprehended 
by any gentleman liere, it appears to me that the ve 
ry first measure to be taken—that which should pre- 
cede all military measures of any kind--is to give 
‘notice to Great Britain that we mean to terminate 
‘the existing jomt oceupancy of Oregon. This is 
‘the first measure to be taken. How ean gentlemen 
apprehend war otherwise? Does Great Britain tell 


| day, and shall be taken up before any thing else. [t 
}is mere wasting of time, and whistling to the wind, 
(to talk aboul rai-ing a military force until our cone 
iseience is clear from the obiigation of the conven- 
; tion. 

| And it does not follow that, if we give notice, 
ithere must of necessity be war; nor does it even fol- 
| low that we shall then take possession. It willonly 
be saying to Great Britain: After negotiating twenty 
_years about this matter, we do not choose to nego- 


us that she shall take offence at the continuance of | liate any longer; we shall take possession of what is 


| the treaty of joint occupancy? She does not, though 
I have heard of some question being made in Bag 

\land whether they shall not give us notice of the 
| termination of the joint occupancy. Yet it is nota 


joint o¢cupancy, and | have been surprised atthe! way of doing business. 


| language held by some gentlemen on the subject.— 
| The treaty acknowledges no occupation of the terri- 
‘tory by either party; it is a commercial convention 
party the occupation of one inch of territory by the 
other. It is no occupation. 
neither party can permanently occupy the country 
without notice to the other to terminate the conven- 
tion of commerce and trade, which would pot be 
permitted without such convention. IL is not a trea- 


of navigation rights, commercial rights, and trading 
rights with the Indians. Jt precludes the occupa 
|tion of the country by either party. Exclusive oc- 


tice. Of all the measures for occupancy and for 
assuming jurisdiction over cilizens of the United 
States who have gone into Oregon, and are there in 
actual possession, notice is the first thing. ‘Twelve 
months after that notice shall tave been given the 
right will accrue to the United Siates to vceupy any 
part of the territory they, may think proper. 


should be given. The house did not think proper to 
agree to it, and passed the bill without any notice. 
Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. No; it was put into tie bill at 
the last moment. 
Mr. Adams. But the bill did not pass the senate, 
and so the insertion was immaterial. 


stiluting the first section of the ball. 


such notice. {Great sensation.] 


cupation of the whole territory. 


was promptly arrested by the speaker, who called 





shali first give noice. 


In the bill which passed at the last session I myself munner, the notice to Great Britain which the treaty 


moved, as a first section to the bill, (hat such notice | 


for free navigation, but it does not admit by either) 


But, whatever it is, | 


| then 


our own; and then, if to settle the question what is 
)our own, you wish lo negotiate, we will negotiate as 
{long as you please. We may negotiate afler we take 
possession. [Much laughter.| ‘This is the military 
[{wcreased merriment.}]— 
|When the great Frederick came to the throne of 
| Prussia, his father had prepared and equipped for 
him an army of one hundred thoussnd men. Meet- 
ing, shortly after, the Austrian minister, the latter 
said to him: “Your father has given you a great ar- 
my; but our troops have seen the wolf: yours have 
not.” ‘Well, well,” said Frederick, “I will give 
them an opportunity to see the wolf.” Frederick 
added in his memoir: “tl had some eacellent 


| Old pretensions to an Austrian province which some 


ty of joint occupation; it is a treaty for the exercise ;of my ancestors fad owned vpe or two hundred 


cupation cannot be assumed by either without no-. 


‘years before, and | sent an ambassador to the court 
of Vienna stating my claim, and presenting a full 
exposition of my right to the province. The sane 
day tuy ambassador was received in Vienna I enter- 
,ed Silesia with my army.” [A laugh.] So you see 
jtiat, on (he very day his army entered Silesia, hie 
/gave notice to the court of Vienna that the conven- 
tion for the Joint occupancy of Silesia was ended. 


| (Loud and prolonged laughter. } 


But it is a ) such 
muterial fact to me, because I proposed it as con- | forthwith commence hostilities on hers, we have 
{ declared; been told that we shall ail be but one party, and 
myself ready then, and 1 am ready now, to give; God Aimiglity grant that it may be so! 


{ sav, therefore, that 1 hope the first measure a- 
dopted by congress will be to give, in the most soleawn 


requires; then the coast will be clear fur us to do as 
we please. 1t does not, | repeat, it dves not foliow 


} asa necessary Consequence that, because we give 


this Botice, we saust take pussession, though it is my 
hope that we shail. Itdoes not necessarily draw 
afier it a war; and if Great Britain chooses to tuke 
notice asan actof hostility on our part, and 


If it shail 


L hope it wiil be | be so, the war will have less of those very extraor- 
given, and that we should do itas ihe first measure dinary terrors which my friend from South Carolina 
to be taken—io be followed afterwards by a real oc- | (Mr. Holmes) has now just discovered, uoiwiii- 
[Great sensation inj standing the extreme mililary propensities which he 
the house and an incipient clap, which, however, | maniesied on this floor last year. 


The gentleman was a most vahant man when Tex- 


loudly to order.} But it is indispensibie that we | a8 was in question. But Lskalldeaw no comparisons 
jas to what we wituessed then and what we see now; 


eta a en ae are ee ecm ei AG abil. slit 2 
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but this ] will say, that | hope, if war shall come— 
which God forbid, and of which I entertain no fears 
at alli—the whole country will have but one heart 
and one united hand. And of this 1 am very sure, 
that in that case Great Britain will no longer occu- 
py Oregon, or any thing else north of the Canada 
line. [Great sensation, and incipient indications of 
applause.} But if you willagree to give notice, 
strong as ismy horror of war, and of all military 
establishments, if there should then be the breath 
of life in me, |hopel shall be willing to go as far 
as any in making any sacrifice to render that war 
successful and glorious. Icansay no more. But, 
till notice is given, I am not prepared to vote any 
preliminary measure of a military kind. I suppose, 
however, that we may, without giving notice, ex- 
tend our laws and our protection to our brethren 
who have settled at Jeast in that part of Oregon 
which is not claimed by Great Britain; but there can 
be no need of increasing our army and our navy in 
order to do that. I hupe that such an act will not be 
offensive to Great Britain, and that she will not think 
of going to war about it. 

But, if we are going to take actual occupation of 
the country, then some additional force will be need- 
ed to our army, and in that case, however unwilling 
I have ever been to increase our military establish- 


ito the American government what was called the 


that time the British flag—that flag which had float- 
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should be borne in mind that the then president of 
the United States (Mr. Tyler) was opposed to hav- 
ing the notice given; while now the existing chief 
magistrate had officially expressed his desire that 
such notice should be given: and this formed the dif- 
ference between the cases, and a very important dif- 
ference too. Having on that occasion, in compliance 
with the direction of the committee, submitted a 
motion in. direct contradiction to his own wishes, 
Mr. I. had proceeded to address the house on the 
subject, and it had been his good fortune then to pre- 
sent the very same view of the general subject as 
had now been taken by the honorable and venera- 
ble gentleman from Massachusetts near him, (Mr. 
Adams,) namely: that it would be almost impossible 
for us to move in the matter until we were relieved 
from the obligations of the convention with Great 
Britain. In 1818 the British government had ‘‘re- 
stored’’—that was the word employed—had restored 


American settlement on the Columbia river. At 


ed in triumph over every wave of the ocean, and on 
every shore and contment of the world—had been 
struck by a British officer in token of the peaceful 
surrender of that settlement to this republic; and 
Mr. Prevost, who was the American officer appoint- 





ment, ] think [ saould get over my difficulties, es- 
pecially if a disposition should be manifested by G. 
Britain to take offence at the measure I have just 
mentioned. All our military preparation must de 
pend on notice to Great Britain; we must not have 
our hands and feet bound; the obligations of joint 
occupancy must be dissolved, and we left free to act 


according as the interests of our country may re- | 


ed to receive the surrender, had immediately raised 
the American flag in token of the unconditional surren- 
der—for no condition of any kind was expressed by 
| Great Britain in the entire transaction—of the settle- 
ment on the Columbia river; and our American flag 
had flouted the sky, or at least had a right to do so, 
‘from that time to the present. 





During the same year, under the agency of his 


- ee 
‘joint occupation” never had been used. It was in 
1828, in the protocol of the sixth conference of Mr. 
Gallatin with the British minister, during the presi- 
dency of Mr. Adams, that this phrase had first sto- 
Jen into the negotiation. Mr. ]. here read from the 
British statement in the protoco] of the sixth confe- 
rence, where it was stated over the whole of Ore. 
gon lying between the parallels of 42° and 49° the 
United States claimed full and exclusive sovereignty , 
but Great Britain did not claim exclusive sovereign. 
ty over any part of the country, but a “joint oceu- 
pation” of the whole. This was the first time those 
words occurred, and the admission of them was a 
monstrous concession on our part to the claims of 
the British government. Mr. I. confessed that he 
had felt surprised when, in a bill reported by the 
gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Douglass,) who was 
the most zealous man in the house on this whole 
Oregon subject, and disposed to carry the country 
vi ef armis, he found this joint occupation made the 
alpha and omega in the whole affair. There was no 
such thing as a joint occupation in the case. 


As he had said, all we had to do in this matter 
was to be done peaceably, and in conformity with 
our rights, at which no civilized nation had a right 
to take offence, and no Christian world could take 
offence. What he said was, that the time had ar- 
rived when this question ought to be settled—not by 
cutting the knot, but by peaceably untying it: by re 
lieving ourselves from our treaty restraints, and 
giving notice to England that all the commercial 
and trading privileges under the treaty must come 
to an end. 


But, in the meanwhile, what was happening?— 


quire. ‘friend from Massachusetts, then secretary of state, | Since Mr. 1. had spoken of this question to that 


[ believe it will not be necessary for me to refer we had—most unfortunately, as Mr. I. conceived, | Bouse but two years ago, “Wer honnane * oad 
to any other part of this subject. ‘There have been, ‘though he would do that gentleman and President : °!!2e"S had.gone and seitled themselves im te tor- 
as ] understand, two applications made to this house | Monroe, under whom he served, the justice to say | FO af h Carolina. (Mr. Hol 
by fellow citizens of ours, settled beyond the Rocky | that they bad acted from the very best motives; | pry rom South Caro ne bE r eo 
mountains, for the protection of this government.— from motives of compromise, motives of pacifica- | had talked, but he was gp ag Hr ae At gx: 4 
The chairman of the committee on foreign affairs tion, motives of amity, motives such as should actu- | !8 afraid. Mr. I. could not believe him: it ag 
(Mr. ©. J. Ingersoll) presented as 1 think, one me- ate every gentleman and every individual, but still | "0 be: it was a feeling unknown to ~ country he 
morial, while another from a different quarter is also most unfortunately—entered on this subject into an | ©*™® from, and, as Mr. I. trusted, ay rs S ficoh ond 
before the territorial committee—possibly it is a co- ‘entangling alliance” with Great Britain. We had, oy al-large. ai phabe tis sornenene P, ak org 4 
py of the same. tied the Gordian knot by the convention of 1818, re- | Ponerable gentleman the counsel of the poet, who 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. No; they are different memo- peated in 1826, and which the oracles of the public told us that— 
rials, from difierent persons. press every where assured us could be cut only by; = ‘Fear, in public counsels, bet:ays like treason.” 

Mr. .2ddains. 1 think it is time this house should the sword. Such was not Mr. I’s opinion. We) There was no occasion for fear. There were seven 
consider what are our duties to ourcountrymen there. wanted no Alexander to put us io possession of our) thousand Americans in Oregon: their sympathies 
1 confess that | know them very imperfectly. | have modern Asia. All we wanted was women and chil- | were there, their arms were there, their rights were 
of course seen the reports of Lieutenants Wilkes and dren. Ali that we needed was to recur to the great there. Mr. I. had spoken to-day, with one of them 
Fremont; they contain much valuable information; original command to increase and multiply, and this} who was here—who had ridden with the settlers 
but that sort of information which we now want it we had done and were doing to a great extent.— | when they went out, and had returned: and it had 
was not the object of those expeditions to obtain. 1 When Doctor Franklin, in the time of revolution, |been he who put into Mr. I’s hand the memoria! 
ain in favor of protecting these persons as far as we became satisfied that there was an end to all hope | which he had had the honor to present, praying for 





can. 


i believe I have now said all that is at present ne- England and this nation, he said to a friend, (not a | them. 
| have said perhaps more than | should, distant relative of Mr. I’s own,) ‘Go home and get “newspapers, against the petitioners and their memo- 


cessaly. 


of a peaceful settlement of the difficulties between 


‘the extension of American laws and protection over 
Much criticism had been pointed, in the 


and certaiuly more than | intended; 1 am not able to children as fast as possible, for that is now the only rial, because two of those who signed it had done so 


go further. 


The most important point I wished to chance we have.” [A laugh.} And this was just only by making the sign of the cross. 


This was no 


start is, that to give notice should be our first mea- what we had now to do. He was happy to learn from ‘objection in Mr. I’s eyes to them or their memorial. 


sure. 


Then let us protect our emigrating citizens, a gentleman near him that the process was fully and Charlemagne had signed papers in the same way; 80 


and our own frontier, by stockade forts and such ap rapidly going on in his quarter of the country.— {had some of the stout Barons at Runnymede. It 


increase to our military establishment as may be ne- 
cessary; but | am against ail other me.sures unless 
that is done first. 


[Much laughter. } 


| Mr. 1. said that his remarks were altogether peace- 
ful and conservative. He was for neither a war of 


| argued no disrespect to these eminent men that they 
|were not very distinguished in chirography. These 
individuals who had memorialized the house and 


Mr. Faran, of Ohio, moved to suspend the rules ‘oppression nor a peace of submission. He was no | signed their petition by the cross were Canadian 


for the purpose of offering a resolution which he 
held in his hand, but the house, without hearing it 
read, immediately adjourned. 





Saturpay, January 3d. . 
After some preliminary discussion on points of or- 


friend to the “masterly inactivity” recommended as 
our policy by a very distinguished gentleman in ano- 
ther quarter of the building; nor had he an idea of wait- 
‘ing one moment longer for taking possession of the 
country than the expiration of the twelve months’ 
notice which he had agreed to give. Mr. [. could 


/voyageurs; they had never been educated—for rea- 
| sons which were well kuown, but of which he did 
/not desire to speak, as he had no wish to hurt the 
\feelings of any class of individuals; they had not 
been taught to write: yet they were good men and 
‘true; disposed to adhere to this government. Atthe 


der, aod decision by the chair that the whole Oregon | not believe that war would ensue from such a course. | falis of the Wallametie there was a village of —— 


subject might now be debated in order. 

Mr. ©. J. Ingersoll (chairman of the committee 
on foreign affais,) arose and said— 

Having stated wi.at he believed to be his liberty 
of discussion, he should at this time avail himself of 
it to offer buta few remaiks. So much had been 
said of the course of the committee of foreign af- 
fuirs, to which Mr. I. had the honor to belong, as to 
its indisposition lor giving notice to Great Britain of 
the termination of the joint occupancy of Oregon 
that he felt it due to that committee to state the 
truth of the case, and more especially as il was a 
subject which involved much public feeling, and 
much expectation and ealeulation. What he should 
sav would, however, be his own words, and weuld 
not be spoken by him as chairman of any committee. 

It would be recollected by gentlemen who were 
here at the last congress, that when a gentleman 
irom Indiana over the way (Mr. Owen) had intro- 
duced a resolution to give this notice, it was refer- 
red to the committee on foreign affairs, and after 
discussion in the committee, Mr. I. had been con- 
strained, by a resolution there adopted on the mo. 
tion of a gentieman from New York, to report to the 
house against giving the notice proposed. But it 


\Ve should make no war with Great Britain but the 
war he had referred to of women and children; and 
‘if Great Britain, under such circumstances, should 
imake war upon us, God and man would cry out 
‘against ber. There could be no war.without a 


strange rapacity on the one hand, and a strange mis- | 


management on the other. 

| ‘There was no such thing as a right of joint occu- 
| Pation. Mr. J. regretted that he did not see his 
‘oriental friend from Illinois. [A voice, “occidental, 
‘you mean.”}] He begged pardon; his occidental 
‘friend. [Another voice, ‘accidental probably’—a 
‘Jaugh.] He regretted that his occidental triend 
(Mr. Douglass) was not in his place, because he 
wished to ask him how it happened that he bad put 
ihat phrase ‘joint oceupation” into his Oregon bill. 
| He had inserted it first m the title of the bill, and 
again in the last section. Now, Mr. I. agreed with 
his venerable friend from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Adams,) who was the father of this whole thing, 
that there was no such thing in the convention of 
1818 asa joint occupancy of Oregon, When the 
gentleman here, as seeretary of state, and Mr. Rush 
in England, as our minister to Great Britain, had 
this matter under their management, the terms 





‘houses, with mills, and fields of grain and potatoes. 
| Besides which there was arother thing he wished to 
state; which was, that they had also among them a 
| thousand or twelve hundred good American rifles: 
| more—yes, ten Limes as many as Great Britain had 
‘or could have in Oregon. Go there by sea slic 
could; but to take troops there was almost imposs!- 
ble. To transport an army by a navigation 0 
twenty thousand miles was too expensive, and al- 
tended with too many difficulties ever to be attempt 
ed. 

As a question of power, the whole. pacific argu- 
ment was with us. We had power to take and (0 
hold possession of Oregon, and this Great Britain 
wellknew. Mr. 1. was not for war. Congress was 
the war making power, not the president or his C@ 


care that without their consent and approbation the 
president should not get them into a war with any 
body. The power was in congress, and let congress 
keep it in their own hands. He was for no war—na 
war was necessary. Let it be seen that, when once 
the term af notice was over, we could take occup? 
tion of the country without any bill from. the terr 
torial committee, or the military committee, or the 





binet; and the American people would take good. 
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committee on foreign affairs, without the assistance gon, and defend our country by means merely of the | for in that body. Mr. K. said that he regards the 
of any body, just as Boon and Ciark and Kenton had | addition of two regimenis of riflemen. The com- | view here in. this English paragraph taken of the 
done before us. These were men of a wonderful| mittee had proposed this measure independently | position of our administration as entirely erroneous. 
mould, and, in contemplating their whole character whatever of any of our foreign relations and as} Mr. Polk cannot be supposed to be playing with this 
and history, he must be permitted to say that they | called for by the existing regiments of our peace | question with the purpose of humbugging the Ame- 
were a race of men pecuiiar to the American soil— | establishment in its most pacific prospects. Mr. H.| rican people. He thinks the administration how- 
men such as it took a Shakespeare to foresee. Let would have nothing as yet to say on the Oregon | ever was in error in having offered to settle by the 
any one look at Lieut. Fremont and then at General! question. Jt was entirely out of place in connec- | 49th parallel. It had been said that the administra- 
Otheilo, and they would find that Shakespeare alone | tion with the motion he had made and with the sub- | tion must have felt sure that the offer would be re- 
was the man to déscribe Oregon in anticipation—a ject of his motion. Mr. H. hopes and trusts that} jected or it never would have been made. Mr. K. 
Jand unknown to the world till it had been revealed, ! the claims of civilization will maintain peace, but| thought the subject had been in the charge of 
first to the prophetic spirit of the poet, and then ex- | if unfortunately it should eventuate otherwise, that diplomacy long enough, and he now rejoiced to 
plored by the enterprise of the traveller. A land of | then when it shall have become necessary, (he com- | learn from the message that negotiation was at an 





“‘Antres vast, and deserts idle, | mittee will be prepared to report measures more injend. Great Britain was desirous of interfering 
Rough quarries, rocks, and hills whose leads touch hea- | accordance with such exigencies than can be sup-| with the political character of our country. She 
ven” posed to be provided for by sucha bill as the present | would rejoice to see our whole country peopled with 


This was Oregon, as Mr. I. understood it. JA laugh.] one. Mr. H.at the close of his remarks called for | slaves, for the purpose of using the institution as a 
For that Oregon he was ready to go to war, but he_ the previous question. The house refused. lever to promote her own interests and weaken us. 
would not be the aggres-or, There wasnooccasion| Mr Darragh, of Pa., said he had given the Ore- | She had herself founded the system in our country 
for war. For one, he wanted to see notice given | gon matter much attention and he was fully convine- | and opposed the resistance of the colonies to its ex- 
promptlys and he believed und would venture to ed that the title of the United States was clear and | istence and increase when she had the power. Mr. K. 
hope that if some reasonable delay were permitted _undisputable; and he would go as far as any man in | was opposed to diplomacy any more. It was by diplo- 
for the deliberation of the committee—if a day or | maintaining it. Like the East India company in the macy thatthe British gained, even after diplomacy 
two should be allowed them, there might be, he | east, the Hudson Bay company had been making tts | had proved our right to all of Maine, a way where- 
hoped there would be, a report from the committee | encroachments by military force upon us; both in | by she might possess a road from Halifax by way of 
recommending that notice be given. For himself, ‘each part of the world extending British power by the Quebec to send her soldiers, powder, and ball, and 
he should insist that such notice was a peace mea- most insidious means of aggrandizement and which |scalping knives to those whom she had formerly 
sure; that had always been his opinion; he had made | afforded their government the alternative at its plea- | sought as her allies inthe west. Our general course 
an argument to that effect Jast session; he had sure of avowing or disavowing their proceedings.— |seemed to have been to first prove our rightto a 
thought then, he thought now, and he should con-| The Hudson Bay company had erected some 2U or thing and then abandon it. Mr. K. said that as it 
tinue to think so, until the report of British cannon | 29 forts all over the country; the British parliament | had been said that there was “a game playing here,” 
should force upon hima contrary conclusion. But) had at theie instigation extended the British laws | his object in arising had simply been to call on all 
gentlemen might rely upon it she was not going to, ever Oregon, and yet there was not there a single | who felt interested in the question to come up and 
make war upon us for any such cause. He was duly appointed American civil officer to altend to | take a hand in the game and be sure for themselves 
aware that gentlemen from the south were not dis- | the rights of American citizens. ‘This has continu- | and watchful over others that there should be no 
posed to any precipitate action in this matter, nor | ed ever since 1823, and yet after having so long and | cheating in the game. 
was he any more than they; but gentlemen from | humbly postponed the settlement of the question, | 
east west north, and south were agreed in one uni-, We are now accused of hurrying the country into a | 
versal sentiment, that it was time for us to act in | war. He Mr. D. did not care what sort of a notice previous question and had thereby virtually sanc- 
the matter. He said that Oregon was worth a war. | Was Erven; he thought it might be done by act of | tioned the decision of the speaker, that the whole 
While he was a compromiser—and he always had | legislation here giving it to be understood that we | question of Oregon was open for debate upon the 
been aud always should be a compromiser whenever will exclude all others from every inch of the terri- | pending motion to refer the bill for two regiments 
it was practicable—while he was willing to make ritory, and if resisted, then at the hazard of battle. | t) the committee of the whole ‘though he (Mr. W.) 
great sacrifices to avoid war, he entertained nota In 1828, a gentleman of Boston settled on the north | apes not assent to the fitness of this decision, that Le 
doubt that if we surrendered to Great Britaim all that bank of the Columbia, but was compelled by the | would therefore seize the opportuni ss 
4 mil i 212 > opportunity to express 
partof Oregon lying north of the parallel of 49, arts and wiles of that Hudson Bay company to re- | some of his views. The gentleman from Massa- 
we should be giving up to peace by far the tre. We have Gers uae settlement ol this q'es- | chusetts, (Mr. Adams,) and the chairman of the com- 
best part of that entire tervitory: it contained the | Won long enough; we canrot benefit our cau-e by mittee on foreign affairs, (Mr. C. J. Ingersoll,) have 
richest soil, the finest ports and harbors, and millions procrastination. If any glory can be got by talking | hoth told us that they had already in a former ses- 
more of timber than was to be found south of the | Mr. D. would like to hear now from gentlemen | ¢; oted for giving i di ‘i : ‘i 
. : h ee oe a Pvp vy wy _ Sion voted for giving immediate notice to Great Bri- 
line—a country lying in the latitude of England, Who were so valiant last year on the annexation of tain for the termination of the convention. Mr. 
and on whose soil, even his Native American friends | Vexas. |Winthrop said he himself had on the other hand 
must suffer him to svy, that we should yetsee mil-) (Me. Holmes, of S. C., said that one rifle might do | voted against such notice formerly and will vote 
lions of Chinese aud Japanese, constituting, as they for a wolf, but a dozen may be necessary in dealing | against itnow. I offered a few days ago a series 
would do, a sober, industrious, and most ingenious | with a lion.) /of resolutions which possibly may pot soon emerge 
population; the voyage was but short, and millions; Mr. D. believing our right up to 54° 40! to be un: | from the pile of matter under which they are buried 
of these poor, oppressed, and starving beings would | questionable, would deem it disgraceful and coward- upon your table. Stormy debates upon peace and 
gladly flock to our shores. They were among the | ly to hesilate in the maintenance of our rights be- | war have an injurious influence and my sole purpose 
best population in the world for their sobriety and | cause it 1s a lion instead of a wolf which faces us. | in introducing them was to express some plain and 
laboricus ingenuity, their capacity to live upon little, | This is a question which affects the destinies of the | precise opinions, entertained by me in common | 
and their Constant industry in earning a subsistence. | world. He believes men are now living who will) believe with very many, strongly and sincerely, in re- 
He saw one of the Native American gentiemen near | see that country filled with a dense population, con- | gard to the present most critical state of our foreign 
him—he trusted they would make no objection to re- nected with the Atlantic by a railroad, and com jrelations. In respect to the Oregon controversy , 
ceive emigrants of sucha description. Some gen- | manding the trade of the Pacific and of China atthe | there are one or two points up: n which there is, it is 
tlemen were under a great mistake with regard to! west. true, no difference of sentiment in our country.— 
the Chinese, in supposing them to be an indolent} Mr. Preston King, of N. Y., said that the chair- | That the United States have rights there which are 
people, averse from labor. ‘They were directly the | man of the committee on territories had informed | not to be relinquished. And secondly. that if it re- 
reverse, ‘They were the workingmen of the east. | the house that a game was playing here; now Mr. | sults that these rights are to be maintained by war 
The Chinese outworked the Englist on every island | K. would read an article from the London Times of | that they are then to be maintained with all the pow- 
In the Pacific. Whether farmers or mechanics, | December 2d, in which that paper predicted threa-| er and all the vigor that we possess. Also, I believe 
whether on the soil or in the shop, they were every | tening language from the president, the advent of|there 1s no difference of sentiment upon " the point 
Where laborers, and, if received amoung us, would be | Mr. Calhoun to the senate, a check to be then given | that such is the state of the controversy, that as 
a most valuable acquisition. He therefore repeated |in that body to the war spirit, and the administra- guardians of the public safety, we owe it to our- 
the declaration that he looked upon Oregon as weil! tion thus saved from the consequences of its own |selves to bestow something more than our ordi- 
worth a war. Yet he would do nothing to provoke | violence. (nary annual attention, L might better say inallention 
a war, and he iad no apprehension that war would Mr. Douglass, arose to explain the meaning of his | upon our national defences, to meet the worst con- 
come. We certainly should not make war, and | expression, ‘ta game playing in the house.” Mr. D. | sequences which muy befall us. So far, 1] believe 
the English were as little likely as we. Butif they | said, that in-using these words he had not had rele- | there are common opinions. But certainly there are 
did, he had heard with delight from the lips of the | rence to any article whatever in any Engliah paper, | wide differences of opinion upon other points. And 
gentieman from Massachusetts, (vir. Adams)—be- /nor had he seen the paragraph alluded to by the!lam not in favor of concealing these differences 
Cause he believed that one word from that gentle-|geutleman from New York. Mr. D. had simply lto produce by a hush policy any stage effect. When 
mau would have more effect in both hemispheres | used these words to characterize the disposition | upou the other side of the Atlantic, Sir R. Peel, and 
than a thousand from any other man; for he was as} manifested in this house to prevent any speedy ac- | Lords Russell, Aberdeen, and Palmerston, made 
Well known in Europe as he was here, and he felt | tion on the Oregon bill, by getting up feelings of | their coincident expressions of sentiment, 1 do not 
Sure that the effect of his words would be pacific— | jealousy between the standing committees as to their | believe the people of the United States were any 
that in that case we should be united as one man — respective jurisdictious, with the obvious object of | (he more awed whatever than if those distinguished 
Aud Mr. I., for one, was ready to say that, if Britain | effecting thereby a procrastination of action. | leaders of opposite parties had exhibited something 
Would make war for such a cause, there should be Mr. King resumed and expressed his regret that less of dramatic unity and had indulged more free- 
nO peace so long as there remained a single inch of | the gentleman had himself made a motion to post-|ly in any diversities of sentiment. So also no ap- 
Tilish soil on this continent. pone the consideration of the bill which he himself| prehension of lessening the unity of our ultimate 
'. Haralson, obtained the floor, and said that this | had introduced. [After Mr. D. had here expiained | action will deter me frou expressing those points of 
Whole discussion was entirely out of place. if he|his reasons theretor, Mr. K. continued.}] He ac-| essential ditierences of opinion which may exist 
lad Supposed that his motion to commit this bill| quitted him (Mr. D_) of any particle of talteriung.— | here. 1 presented the series of resolutions which | 
Would have led to so extraordinary and extensive a} Mr. K. said that the language of this paragraph de- | offered on December 18th. to pat my views on re- 
Wscussion, he would have avoided making the mo-| monstrates with what confidence the British cabinet | cord at a period anterior to the angry recriminations 
tion. What possible relation can the addition to the] relied on the course of the American senate. Was/to which the president’s message may not improba- 
army of two regiments of riflemen, have to the pro-|it not an extraordinary fact that that British organ | bly give oecasion, I do not expect lo escape re- 
SeCution of the Oregon controversy. Is it to be} in London should thus pre-announce the advent of | proach, express what opinions I may, but] in advance 
Supposed that the military committee proposes to go} an American senator to the senate beforehand, avd | spurh imputations of reproach against them. 
lo War with England, and Occupy the whole of Ore- | foreshadow thus the course which they calculated 1 spurn the notion that patriotism can only be ma 





Mr. Winthrop, arose, and said, as the house had 
decided to sustain the call (by Mr. Haralson) for the 
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ted by plunging the nation into war, or thet th 
{ oTe’. ON country can ony te measured hy 
one’. hatred to any other country. Sir the Amert. 
canssirif that is wanted at the present moment, ts 


that shieh cares to confront the mad impulses of a 
supeificial popular sentiment, and to appeal to the 
sober second thought of moral and intelligent men. 
Every sebcolboy can declaim about honor and war, 
the British hon and the American eagle; and it is a 
vice of our nature that the calmest of us have heart- 
strings which may vibrate for a moment even to 
such vulgar touches. But (thanks to the institutions 
of education and religion which our fathes found- 
ed) the great mass of the American seople have 
also an intelligence and a moral! sense which will 
sooner or Jater respond to appeals of a higher and 
nobler sort, if we will only have the firmness to 
make them. It was a remark of an old English 
courtier, a century and a half ago, toone «ho threa- 
tened to take the sense of the people on some im- 
portant question, that he would take the nonsense of 
the people and beat him twenty to one. And it 
might have been something better than a good joke 


in relation to the people of England at the time it! 


was uttered. But 1 am not ready to regard it as ap- 
plicable to our own intelligent anc educated Amert- 
ean people at the present day. An appeal to the 
nensense of the American people may succeed for 
an hour; but the stern sense of the country will soon 
reassert itself, and will carry the day in the end. 
But, Mr. Speaker, there are other reproaches, be- 
sides those of my opponents, to which [ may be 
thought to subject myself, by the formal promulga- 
tion of the views which I entertain on this subject. 
1: has been said, in some quarters, that it was not 
good party policy to avow such doctrines; that the 
friends of the administration desire nothing so .ucti 
as un excuse for branding the whigs of the Union 
as tie peace party; and that the only course for us 
in the minority to pursue, is to bring about our rea- 
diness fur war with those that brag loudest. 
lam entirely sensible that if an opponent of the 
present administration were willing to make a mere 
party instrument of this Oregon negotiation, he might 
find in ile recent bistory the amplest materials tor 
throwing back upon the majority in the house the 
impulatious in which they have been heretofore so 
ready to indulge. How easy and obvious it wou':d 
he for us to ask, where, where was the herote deter- 
mination of the executive to vindicate our title to 
the whole of Oregon—yes, sir, ‘‘THE WHOLE OR NONE” 
— when a deliverate viler of more than five degrees 
of latitude was recently made to Great Britaii?— 
Made, loo, at a moment when the president and se- 
cretary of state tell you that they firuly believe that 
our right bo the whole was clear and uiiquesiiona- 
vie! How easy wt would be to taunt the secre 
tary of state with the policy he has pursued tn his 
correspondence m keeping back those convincing 
arguments upon which he now relies to justify him 
in clauming the whole of this disputed territory, un- 


til his jast fetter—until he had tried io vain to induce , 
Great Britain to accept a large part of tt—as if he) 


were afraid to Jet even his own country undersiand 


how good our tile was in case he could succeed in 
effecting a compromise! 

For myself, however, I utterly repudiate all idea 
of party obligations or party views in connexion 
with this question, scorn the suggestion that tie 
peace of iny country is to be regarded as a mere 
pawn on the political chessboard, lo be pertiled tor 
mere party t(ramph. We have seen enough of tie 
mischief of mingling such que-lions wiih party po- 
jitics. We see itat this moment. [thas been openly 
uvowed elsewhere, and was repeated vy tie bonor- 
able member from Mliinois, (Mr Douztass,) in this 
huuse yesterday, that Oregon and ‘Texas were born 
and cradl d together in the Baitimore convention, 
that they were the twin offspring of thal politcal 
conclave; aud in that avowal may be found the whole 
explanation of the difficulties and dangers wiih 
which the question is uow attended. 


] honor the administration, Mr. Speaker, for what- , 
ever spirit of concilistion, compromise, and peace iL) 


has hitherto manifested on this subject, and have no 
hesitation in saying so. If 1 have any thing to re 
proach them with, or taunt them for, it is for what 
appears lo me as an unreasonable and precipitate 
auvandonment of that spirit. And i any body de 
sires vu this account, or any other accont, to brand 
me as u memuver of the peace partly, i Vare my bo- 
soin, | held up both my hands to receive that brand 


J am willing to take its first and deepest impression, 
li there be 


any thing uf sname in such a brand, | certainly 


while the iron is sharpest and hottest. 


giury ia ivy shame. As Cicero said, in contetmpia 


tion of any odium which migat attach to him tor 
tuo severe or Summary a manner will 
Cataime, “Eo animo semper fut, ut invidiam virtule 


dealing a 
pariags, glortain, Now jnvidiam, pularem!” 
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Bat who, whois willing to hear the brand of he- 
nga memberof the war party? Who will submit 
to hive that Cam-mark stamped upon his brow? | [ 

ink tleaven that all men, on all sides, have thus 
fur refused to vearit) No man, of ever so extreme 


opinions, has ventured yet to speak upon this ques- | 
lion without protesting, im the roundest terms, that , 
he was for peace. Eventhe honorable member from , 


lilimois (Mr. Douglass,) who was for giving the no- | 


lice to quit at the earliest day, and for proceeding at | 
once to build forts and stockades, and for asserting an | 
exclusive jurisdiction over the whole Oregon territo. | 
ry at the very instant at which the twelve months | 
should expire, was as stout as any of us for preserv: | 
My venerable colleague, (Mr. Adims,) | 
too, fro. whom I always differ with great regret, 


ing peace. 


but differing from whom on the present occasion, I 
conforin Hot mere lo my own conscientious judgment 
‘than to the opinion of my constituents, as 1 under- 
stand them—he, too, | am sure, even in that very 
torrent of eloquent indignation which cost us for a 
moment the order and dignity of the house, could 
have had nothing but the peace of the country at 
heart. So far as peace, then, is concerned, it seems 
| that we are allagreed. *Ouly it must be an honor- 
able peace,” thal, | think, is the stereotyped phrase 
of the day; and all our defences are thus reduced to 
the que-tron, what constitutes an honorable pace? 


Undoubtedly, Mr. Speaker, the answer to this ques- is compounded. 
,as I thread the mazes of this controversy it seems ‘o 


tion must depend upon the peculiar circumstances of 

ihe Case lo which itis applied. Yet, 1 will not pass 
to the consideration of that case without putting the 
burden of proof where it belongs. Peace, sir, in 
| itsell, in its own nature, and of its own original es- 
sence, is honorable. No individual, no nation, can 
‘lay a higher claim to the honor of man or the bless- 
‘ings of Heaven than to seek peace and ensure it — 
Louis Philippe may envy no monument which ever 
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would be, in tive of men an 
iwo countries which clann to have made the £real. 
est advances in civilization and Christianity, and 
which are bound together by so many ties of nature 
and art, of kindred aud of commerce, each of thei 
with possessions so vast and various. to be seen en. 
gaging in a conflict of brute force for the immediate 
and exclusive occupation of the whole of Orego:!— 
The annals of barbarism would afford no parallel to 
such a scene. 

In the second place, sir, there is the character of 
the title to this territory on b oth sides. I shall attempt 
no analysis or history of this title. Tam certainly 
not disposed to vindicate the British title; and as fo 
the American there is nothing to be added to the 
successive expositions of the eminent statesmen and 
diplomatists by whom it has been illustrated. But 
after all, what a title itis to figit about! Who can 
pretend that it is free from all difficulty or douby— 
Who would take an acre of land upon such a title 
as an investment, without the warranty of some. 
thing more than the two regiments of r.fle-nen for 
which your bill provides? Ot what is the title made 
up? Vague traditions of settlement, musty records 
of old voyages, conflicting claims of discovery, dis. 
puted principles of public law, acknowledged viola. 
tions of the rights of aboriginal occupants, these are 
elements out of which our clear and indisputable title 
1! declare to you, sir, that as often 


me to be a dispute a3 to the relative rights of two 
parties to a territory, to which neiiher of them has 
any real right whatever; and [ should hardly blime 
the other nations of the world for insisting on com- 
ing in fur a sectand lotin the partition of it. Cer- 
tainly, if we should be so false to our character as 
civilized nations as to fight about it, the rest of 
Christendom would be justified, if they had the pow. 


covered human dust, if it may justly be inscribed on (er, in treating us as we have always treated the ga- 


white he lived, the peace of Europe was secure!— 
Anu on the other hani, war, in its. proper character, 
‘is disgraceful; and the man or the country which 
‘shall wilfully and wantonly provoke it, deserves the 
execrations of earth and Heaven. These, Mr. Speak- 
er, are the general principies which civilization and 
Ciristianity have at length engrafted upon the pub- 
lic code of Christendom. 





If there be exceptions to | 
them, as 1 do not dery there are, they are to be | 


his tombstone (as has recently been sugyested) that vage tribes of our continent, and turning us both out 


altogether. 

Why, look at asinzle fact in the history of this 
controversy. In 1818 we thought our title to Oregon 
as clear and as unquestionable as we think it vuow.— 
We proposed then to divide it with Great Britain 
without the slightest reference to any third party in 
interest. Yetat that very moment Spain was in 
possession of those rights of diseovery which, since 
ihey were transierred to us by the treaty of Florida, 


proved specially by those who allege them. Is there, | we consider as one of the stiongest elements in our 


then, any thing in the Oregon controversy, as itnow | whole case. 
‘discussions of 1818 nota word was said in rezard 


either to the rights of Spain or to the Nootka con 
'vention. Yet 


stands beiore us, whien furnishes an exception to 
these general principles?—~any thing which would 
render a pacific policy discreditable, or which would 
Invest war with any degree of true honor? | deny it 
allogether, [reiterate the propositions of the reso- 
lutions on your table. I maintain— 

| 1. Phat this question, from its very nature, is pe- 
Cullarty and ewmmently one for negotiation, compro- 
‘mise, and amicable adjustment. 

| 2. Phat satistactory evidence has not vet been af 
furded that ne compromise which the United States 
vugnt lo accept can be effected. 

| 3. Phat ifnu other mode of simcable settlement re- 
‘mains, arbitration ought to be resorted to; and that 
| this government Cannot relieve itself from its respon- 
)siliiity to maintain the peace of the country while 
jarbilealion is stili untried. 

| | perceive, sir, that the brief time aliowed us in 
(debate will compel me to deal im the most summa- 
!y way witb (hese propositions and that I must look 
|iv other opportunities tor doing full justice either to 
|tiem oc to inyself, Let me hasten, however, to do 
/tibenms what justice I may. 

‘There are three distinct views in which this ques- 
lion may be presented as one peculiarly for negotia- 
}tion and compromise. In the ficst place, there is the 
‘character of the subject matter of the controversy. 
| Uuquestionabiy there may be rights and claims not 


jof a vature lo admit of compromise, and as to which | 
‘there must be absolute and unconditional relinquish | 


}ment on one side or the other, or a conflict is mevi- 
iadle. J may allude to the impress:uent of our sea- 


renewed by Great Britain at any moment, or under 
any circumstances, without producing immediate 
iustiities. But here we have as the bone of our 
contention a vast and vacant territory, thousands of 


‘of division; and the Joss of any part, 1 had almost 
|suid of the whole, of which would not be of the 
'smailest practical moment to either of them—a ter- 
iriiury the sovereignty of which might remain in 


/abeyance for a halt century loager without serious | 


Incunrenience or detri went to any body, and in rele- 
reuce lo which there is certamly oot the slightest 
pretence ol a necessity fur summary oc precipitate 
action. We need ports on the Pacific. As to jand, 
we have millions of acres of land unoccupied ou 





men as an example—a practice which could not be | 


miles distant from both countries, entirely capable | 


this side of the mountains. What a spectacie ii | 


It is a most notable incident that in the 


now Great Britain and the United 
States are found placing their pr.ncipal reliance on 
these two sources of titie. Is there not enough in 
this historical fact to lead us to distrust our own 
judgment and our own concluions, and to warn us of 
the danger of fixing our views so exclusively on our 
flown real or imagined wants or Interests ag to over- 
look the rights of others. 

Let me not be misuiderstuod, Mr. Speaker. I 
have nu hesitation io saying that I honestly think, 
upon 2s dispassionule a review of the correspondence 
as L aim Capable of, that the American title to Ore- 
gon is the best now in existence. But | honestly 
toink aisu that ihe whole character of the tille is too 
coniused aud compticated tv justify any arbitrary and 
exclusive asseriious of right, and that a Compromise 
uf the question 1s every way consistent with reason, 
interest, and hunor, ¥ 

There is one eiement in our title, however, whica 
) 1 confess that { have not named, and to which I way 
;not have dove entire justice. J mean that new re- 
velation of right whic bas been designated as ihe 
i right of our maiifest destiny to spread over tis continent. 
‘it has bees openiv avowed in a jeadmg adainistrar 
| tiga journal tiat tits, aster all, is vue best and strong: 
‘est title; one so clear, su pre eminent, and so indis 
|putabie, that if Great Britain had all our other 





| titles tis addition lo lier aoa, they would weigh nu: 
} thing againstal. The rightoft our manifest destiny: 
| Phere is a right (or a new chapter in the law of na- 
jtions; or rater fur the special laws of our yada 
(country; for | suppose the right of a manifest des- 
| tiny to spread, will not be admitted to exivt in any 

jnaion except the universal Yankee nation! Phe 

right of our manilest destiny, Mr. Speaker, reminds 
| me of another suurce of title whieh 1s worthy of De 


ling placed beside it. Spain and Portugal, we 4 
| Know, lu the early part ol the sixteenth ceutury ba 
i claim to the jursdiciion of this whole northera or 
tinent of Awerica. Francis I. is related to nave a 
| plied to this pretension that he should like to see the 
‘elause in Adan’s Vill in which their exclusive the 
lwas found. Now, sir, llook for an early reproduc 
j tion of this idea. [ have no douot that if due seare? 


; _— . é ij ith 
ibe made a copy of this primeval instrument, with | 


ba clause giving us the whole of Oregon, can be «tf 
ed up. Perhaps it may be found in that same ji 
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EE 
nois cave in which the Mormon Testament has been 
discovered. TI commend the subject to the attention 
of those in that neighborhood, and \\ ill promise to 
withdraw all my opposition to giving notice or taking 
session whenever the right of our manifest destiny 
can be forfeited by the provisions of our great first 
3 will. 

ar Apeaker, there is a third, and, in my judg- 
ment, 2 still more conclusive, reason for regarding 
this question as one for negotiation and compromise. 
j refer to its history, and to the admission on both 
sides which that history contains. For thirty years 
this question has been considered and treated us one 
not of title, but of boundary. To run a boundary 
jine between Great Britain and the United States 
from the Rocky Mountains to the ocean—this has 
peen the avowed object of each successive negotia- 
tion. it has been so treated by Mr. Monroe, and Mr, 
Adams, and Mr. Gallatin, ard Sir. Rush, anid by all 
other American statesmen who have treated it atall. 
Offers of compromise and arrangement have been 
repeatedly made on both sides on this basis. Three 
times We have offered to Great Britain to divide 
with her on the 49th parallel of latitude, and to give 
her the navigation of the Columbia into the bargain. 
Mr. Polk and Mr. Buchanan themselves have acted 
upon the same principle up to the moment of the 
fnal abrupt termination of the negotiation, They 
pave offered again to make the 49th parallel the 
boundary line between the possessions of Great Bri- 
tain and the United States in the north estern terri 
tory. With what face, then, can we now turn round 
and declare that there is no boundary line to be run, 





A A TR Eo _ 


city in the face of the world in order to furnish them 


their enemy suggest such au idea. 


planation.) Any man of common sense night have 
known that such a preposition to the British gaveraiic 


mitted aeross the water. 


made. 
Mr. P. King. You are welcome to it. 
Mr. Winthrop. 


and with a single eye to the honour of my country, 


them to have been guilty of an act of such gross dipit | 


selves with a pretext for war? I would not have heard 


Mr. P. King, (Mr. W. again yielding the floor for ex- 


would be rejected, as it has been, without even being re- 


would indignantly repel the idea that our government, 
in whosesoever hands it might be. could be vuilty of so 
ecandalous and abominable an act as that which jias 





| Mr. Winthrop. [ cannot be correct. What sort of\iant at the Kine of Hoiland’s line not being aecepi* 
an Adininistration are you supporting if you ean belie ve | 


;ed by us, that he declined to take any further steps 
On the subject of the northeastern boundary. 

[ cannot but regret, Mr. Speaker, that the presi- 
dent, in making up an issue before the civilized 
world, tp hie he claims to be relieved {rom all 

say follow the failure to seitle 


respon ’ ‘ 





, this question, is omitted all allusion to the tact that 


jarbitration on this subject of Oregon has heen once 
psolemmnly tendered to us by Great Britain. [ am 


Mr. Winthrop. Better and better. [thank the hono- | willing, however, to put the very best construction 
rable member even more fur the admission he bas now on this omission of which it is susceptible, and to 


believe that the president desired to jeave hinself 
still uncommitted upon the point. Wothout some 


Lam under no particular obligation |suech explanation, it certainly has a most unfortu- 
to vindicate the course of the present Administration. | pate and disingenuous look. 
But, asan American cilizen, without regard to party. 


This omitted fact is, 
indeed, enough to turn the seale of the public judg- 
'mentupon the whole issue. Arbitration offered by 
‘Great Britain, and perseveringly rejected by us, 
leaves the responsibility for the preservation of peace 


now been imputed to it bv one of its peculiar defenders. | "pen our o vn shoulders, The administration can- 
But the honorable member admits that anv man ofecom- not escape from the burden of that responsibility. — 


mon sense must have understood that the Minister of | And a fearful responsibility itis, both to man and to 
Great Britain would refuse the offer which was thus (hy- | God! 





and more particularly at the manner of the rejec ton 


4 


member and myself are net +o very far apart. ‘This ad 





| which I have already expressed. 


pycritically, as he believes) made, and {would r fuse, | 
without even transmitting it across the water. Wheat.) nishes me I soon must, 1 desire to revert io one or 
then, becomes of all the indignation which hos heouex- |, 5 toe : . 
es of ‘ee ! wo points to which | alluded briefly at the outset.— 
pressed and implied by the Administraticn ana its triends | | y enpiteh 
from the secretairy of state downwards, a’ the rej ction, | | ¢ 
’ : of of my honorable colieagne, (Mr. Adains,) as to giv- 
that offer? Why. i seems, afier all. thet the honerable 


Before concluding my remarks, as the clock admo- 


nave already declared myself opposed to the views 


(ing the notree to Great Britain. | hunestiv beheve 
‘that the termination of that convention of yoint oe- 


mission of his is entirely in accordance with the view ,cupation (1 call it by this name for convenience, not 
thar tf any compromise | pereeiving that it makes any material difference as 


— P j a: >a Baten ay | ei . : * ‘ 
nothing to negotiate about, and that any such course | whatever was to be made, (and T rej sice to find that) to the real questions before us) at this moment. un- 


would involve a cession and surrender of American 
soil! Such a course would be an impeachment of 
the conduct of the distinguished <tatesmen whose 


names | have mentioned. Itimplics an imputation | 


upon the present president of the United Siates and 
hissecretary of state. And, explain it as we may, 
it would be regarded as an unwarrentable and offen- 
sive assumption by the whole civilized worid, 

Sir, | am glad to perceive that the language of 
ihe president’s message is m some degree conlorma- 


ble lo this view. He tells us that the history of the | 


negotiation thus far ‘affords satisfactory evidence,” 
not that no compromise ought to be made, but that 
“no compromise which the United States ought to 
secept can be eficcted.” 


And this brings me to another of my propositions. 1 
take ssue with the message on this point. TL deny that 
the rejection of the precise offer which was made to 
Great Britain jast summer has furnished satisfactory e- 
vidence that nu compromise which the United Siates 
ought to accept can be «flected. Certainly, Liegret that 
Great Britain did not accept that offer. Certainly. L think 
hai this ques'ion wight fairly be setded on the basis o 
be 49.h parallel; and I believe sincerely that, if precipi- 
ate and off. nsive steps be vot tiken on our part, the 
question will be settled on that basis. But there may be 
tle deviations from that line required to make it accep- 
table co Great Britain; and, if su, we ougit not to hesitate 
inmaking them. Ideny thatthe preeise oSer, of Mr. 
Buchanan is the oly one which tie Vared States ought 
accept fur tue sake of peace. Such a suggesiiun is an 
impeachment of the wisduin and patrivtistn of men by 
no means his inferiors whu have made other and mor 
liberal offers. 1 think that we onslit to accept a com- 
promise at least as favorable to Gieat britain as we have 
three times proposed to her. [i we are unwilling tw give 
her the navigation of the Columbia, we should provide 


jeven the chairman of the committee of foreivn affairs | der 
(has this morning emphaically denominated bins if a! 


existing circumstances, and with the view. which 


: wey Ae a. ae my honorable colleague has expressed. of fotlowrne 
| compromser,) the rejection of Gus precise offer dues not! ..° P . following 


authorize us io leap atence to the conclusion that “no 
|; Compromise which the Unite d States oughitto accept ean 4 
be eff-cted.” If our goverament has thus far miade no; Wat | see no probadle, and hardly any possible 


it up by the immediate occupation of the whole of 


Oregon, would almost unavoidably terminate in 


| Offer, except one which “any inan of common sense | escape fron such a consequence. And to what end 
(might have known would be rejected precisely as i; has! are we to involve our coantry in such a calamity?-~ 


jbeen,” LT trust it will bethink iself of making another) Ta 


ppeal to my honorable colleague, and tu every 


| hereafter which will afford to Great Britain a less reasona- | member on this floor, to tell me what particular ad- 


| ble pretext for so summary & proceeding. 


| vantage is to be derived from giving this notice and 


But, Mr. Speaker, it 1s certainly possible that, terminating this convention at this precise moment, 
with the best intentions on both sides of the water, all and in advance of uny amicable adjusiment. 
efforts at negotiating a compromise may fail. |t may 


Tie 
honorable member from Pennsylvania (Mr. C. J 


turn out hereafier, thoush I deny that it is yet prov- Ingersoll) has said that this convention is the ow n 


(ed, that po compromise which the United States child of my honorable colleague. 
/ought to accept can be effected. What then? Is there 


;no resort but war? Yes, yes; there is still unother 
/easy and obvious mode of averting that fearful al- 
‘ternative. | mean arbilralion; a resort so reasonable, 
so just, so conformable to the principle which go- 
| verus us in our daily domestic affairs, socouformab'e 
to the spirit of civilization and Christianity, that no 
'man will venture to say one word against it in the 
(abstract. But then we can find no impartial arbiter, 
‘Says the gentleman; and, therefore, we will have no 


| ' It has been twice 
established under his auspices, and with the advice 


aa] 


and consent of statesmen as patriotic and discrimi- 
nating as any who now hold the helm of our governe 


ment. What evil has it done? Whatevil is t now 
doing? 


The honorable member from Pennsylvania has 
given usa rich description of the rapid influs of po- 
pulation into that territory. He has presented us 
with a lively picture of 1 know not how many thou- 


| ! : ae sand women anc ildre j av 
jarvutration. Our title is so clear and so indisputable |, is promise aan ranean ve winding way to 
} ° . ris SCU Li By > a 2 
that we can find nobody tn the wide worid impartial ni ‘G id speed the “3 ve “3 Seaeniaintens Let them 
. ° . e oO. ‘ } 3 . ~ ioe . 

|enough to give it a fair consideration! ely Dhan itineaie tee 
pepe. (of this convention which impedes their passage, nor 
Sir, this is a most unworthy pretence; unworthy any thing which prevents us from throwing over 
\of us, and offensive to all mankind. It is doing in- them the protection of a limited territorial o 
| justice to our own case and to our own character to ment. I 

| assume that all the world are prejudiced asaitist ts. gone in establishing our jurisdiction there; aid io 
| Nothing but a consclousness of having given cause interest, either of those who are going there, or of 
for such a state of feelings could have SUZ Se Sted iis these whoure slaying he ; 
‘existence. The day has been when we could hold at present. 


govern- 
S 
am ready to go as far as Great Britain has 


re, calls on us to go further 


The best interests of both parties 
: , : ! » bes sts th parties, o1 
some equivalent fur it. Lf the question is to be ainicably | up our heads and appeal confidently, not merely for the contrary, 3 thes 


settled, 11 must be setiled on term's consistent with the justice, but for sympathy and succor, if they were 


forbid any such proceeding. Geatle- 


! | : men talk about following up this notice by takin, j 
honor of buth parties. And wobody cai imagine that | needed, to more than one gallant and generous na ihe’ Ppa din 


Great Britain will regard it as Coisistesit with ber honor ‘tion. We may do so again, if we will not wantonly 


meee 4 the feelings of the civilized world. 
contin, | myself, there is no monarch in Europe to whow La tt 
ears, , ay, however, in regard to the navigation | ’ ' a th 
years, Let me say, ho Hor e ishould fear to submit this question. 


wiake a line Jess favorable to her interesis than that 
which she has three times declined within the jast th rty 


of the Columbia, that, if I understand it aright, it is of 
very little importance whether we give it or withhold it, 
as the river is believed not to be navigable at all where it 
sstruck by the furty-ninth parallel of tatiiude. I trast 
that we shall not add fully w criwe, by going to war ra- 
ther than yield the navigation of ai uanavigable river. 

And here, sir, I have a word 'o say in reference to a 
remark made by the hunorable member from New York 
who has just taken his seat, (Mr. Preston Atug.) I un- 

erstood him to say ihat the Adunuisiradon, a making 
he offer of the 49ih parallel to Great Britain during the 
ast suinmer, did it with the perfect understanding that 
“would be rejected. I appealio the houoravie member 
teay whether I nave quoted him coyrectly. 

_ Mr. King. I said [ iad heard it, and believed it to 
08 80. 

Mr. Winthrop. There is an admis-ion to which I 
Wish to call the solemn attention of the house and of the 
country. [trust in Heaven that the hovorable member 
§ mistaken. I trust, for tie lionor of the COUUITY, that 
ihe chairman of the commitiee on foreig.: atlairs will ob- 
ain official authority to coniradict this staleme.t 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. 1 will nut wait jur any authority. 
deny iH most uugqualfiediy. ' va 

Mr. P, King. I have sv other authority on this sub- 


ectthan pubic rumor, and this 1 believe to be cor- 
feet, 


tp ge the King of Prussia, the Emperor of Russia, 


mediate possession of the territory. This is sooner 
ds said than done. What if Great Britain shoud nay. 
ror’ pen to get the start of us in that proceeding? Such 

ing would sot be maiter of very great astonish. 
ment to those who remember her celerity in such 


movemests, and her p sustai ia 

| either of them would bring to it intelligence, hmpartt- | once made. Where shoal she tte aieds Would aioe 
ality, and ability. But, if there be a jealousy of | be no war? ild there 
crowned heads, why not propose a commission of! And what would be the consequences faw 

civilians? If you will put no trust in princes, there) under such circumstances; the soled sedi . com 
are profound jurists, accomplished historiass, men upon cotton or upon commerce motu a Bian i> 
| of learning, philosophy, and science, on both sides Charleston or New York but reali ar id be. he 
(of the water, fiom whoma tribunal might be con- | consequnees so far merely as Oreeon eer | a 
stituted, whose decision upon any question would | cerned? The ery is now “the whee eb Oren a 
command universal confidence and respect. ‘The! none,” and echo would ide@ed: idee deck oe hg 
venerable Gallatin, (to name no other American } stances, ‘‘none!” | see not hice spi due pnereedy 
uame,) to whose original exposition of this question | senses can resist the conviction that ert ~— 
we owe almost all that is valuable i: the papers by | pensation i, Ghia memnialin nentaniane tars. ‘ne om- 
which our title has since been enforced, would add out of Canada, ov by the whole of C ome i” : — 
the crowning grace to his long life of patriotic ser-| whatever circumstances of success we mi rat cut 
vice by representing his country once more ii 4 tri- lon the war in other quarters of the wo Aor of pet 
bunal to which her honor, her interests, and her | continent, the adoption of such a course would wid 
poucs might satety be entrusted. At any rate, let sult in the immediate loss of the whole of that t 

us not reject the idea of arbitration in the abstraci; ‘ritory. This, at least, is mb diva honest hat ter- 
and, if the terms cannot be agreed upon afterwards,! Asa friend, then, to Oregon, with per : 
we shall have some apology for not submitting to it.) tion to maintamw our just rights to thet t eriiary. 
General Jackson, sir, did not regard arbitration as a! lo see thai t nt rie 
measure untit either for him or his country to .dopt. | the possession of such of our a. oe eee 


| fhe King of 
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nation, as was originally suggested by a distinguish- 
ed senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton,) and more 
recently by a no Jess distinguished senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) or asa portion of our 
own wide-spread and glorious republic—I am op- 
posed to the steps which are now about to be so hot- 
ly pursued. 

Sir, I feel that I have a right to express something 
more than an ordinary imterest in this matter.— 
There is no better element in our title to Oregon 
than that which has been contributed by Boston en- 
terprise. You may taik about the old navigators of 
Spain, and the Florida treaty, and the settlement at | 
Astoria, and the survey of Lewis and Clarke as) 
much as you please, but you all come back, for your 
best satisfaction, to ‘Auld Robin Gray” in the end. 
Capt. Robert Gray, of Boston, in the good ship Co-, 
Jumbia, gave yuu your earliest righs of foothold upon | 
that soil. 

I have seen, within a few months past, the last! 
survivor of his hardy crew, still living in a green | 
old age, and exhibiting with a pride a few original | 
sketches of some of the scenes of that now mewmora- 
ble voyage. My constituents fcel some pride in their 
connexion with the title to this territory. But in 
their name I protest against the result of their peace- 
ful enterprise being turned to the account of au un 
necessary and destructive war. I protest against the 
pure current of the river which they discovered, 
and to which their ship has given its noble name, be- 
ing wantonly stained with either American or Bii- 
tish blood! 

But while I am thus opposed to war for Oregon, 
or to any measures which, in my judgment, are 
likely to lead to war, I shall withhold no vote from 
any measures which the friends of the administra- 
tion may bring forward for the defence of the coun- 
try. Whether the bill be for two regiments or for 
twenty regiments, it shall pass for all me. ‘To the 
last file, to the utmost farthing, they shall have men 
and money for the pnblic protection. But the re- 
sponsibility for bringing about such a staie of things 
shall be theirs, and theirs only. ‘They cau prevent 
it if they please. ‘The peace of the country and the 
honor of the country are still entirely compatible 
with each other. ‘The Oregon question is still per- 
fectly susceptible of an amicable adjustment, and | 





rejoice to believe that it may still be so adjusted.— |our present army before he shall learn from the | 


We have had omens of peace in the other end of | 
the Capitol if none in this. But, if war comes, the 
administration must take the responsibility for all its | 
guilt and all its disgrace. 
Mr. Gwen next spoke. Mr. O. said that two years | 
ago he had here offered a resolution directing the | 
notice to be given to Great Britain; and because he 
was satisfied that that convention vas au instrument 
under which England was operating to our great in- 
jury. Its practical result was that no Americans 
had settled north of the Columbia however inclined 
so todo, and for the reason that the Hudson Bay 
company busied themselves in taking care that they 
should not there settle. ‘The company used not aris | 
it is true, but other active influences that had been | 
equally and more effectual. There is vot one harbor | 
from Cape. Flattery at 49° down to the 429 ence | 
the pertinacity with which Great Britain Was Op: | 
posed to our extension north of 49°. She was con- 
tending for not her honor but for her maritime and 
commercial throne. Mr. O. differed from the gen- 
tieman from New York, (Alr. King,) and believed 
that the president’s faith was not to be questioned in 
having offered the 49th parallel. fle had done it 
deference to the action of his predecessors, and in 
deference to the peace of the world, and the public 
opinion of the world. The gentleman trom Massa- 
chusetts had said that peace was in itself, in ils own | 
nature, aun honer. Mr. O. thought there was no 
better friend to peace than he himself; but there: 
might be a peace in itself disgraceful and in its con-| 
*, df war ensued it would! 
sequences worse than wal \ oul 
not be the effect of giving the notice to Great Britain 
for termination of the convention. In 1790 Spain 
had offered to settle the Nootka controversy by arbi- 
tration, and to leave the selection of the arbitrator | 
to Great Britain. But Great Britain had declined 
the offer, alleging that wherever she had rights she 
would herself assert and maintain them. Mr. O. is 
in favor of applying the priuciple back in this case 
to herself. jnyee | 
Mr. Baker, of Illinois, next spoke, and maintained | 
that he was for the whole of Oreg.n—ours by every | 
right, every grain of sand that sparkled in her moon- | 
light and every pebbie on its wave worn strand. It) 
was ours, all ours; ours by treaty, ours by discovery. | 
Some sneers, said Mr. B., have been cast upon what) 
is called the right of destiny. But Mr. B. held that 
there is such a thing as the manifest destiny of a 
nation, and he doubted not but that the pilgrim an- 
cestors of the gentlewan (Mr. Winthrop) had in 
their day beheld in “wraptdream and solemn vision” | 
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all that, the sight of which now made our hearts to 
glow. And he must be poor in discernment who 
cannot see that such a country as ours, with twenty 
millions of people is possessed-of a destiny of free- 
dom, of wealth and of power, to which he cannot 
shut his eyes, and which, if applied to the Oregon 
question deserves something better of a reply than a 
sneer. Reasons now exist why we must refuse to 
Great Britain what we offered to her in 1818 and 
1824. Wehave a destiny to fulfill. President Mon- 
roe had declared it in his message of 1823; Mr. 
Webster had glanced at it in his speech on the Pana- 
ma question when he said that Cuba was not ours, 
and we did not want it, but that if any European 
power should take forcible possession of it, the world 
would pronounce such an act an aggression on our 
rights. And England was not to be allowed to seize 
Cuba or hold Oregon, because we, the people of the 
United States had spread, were spreading, and in- 
tended to spread, and should spread, and go on spread- 
ing. We have a right to look to the future and make 
it a rule for the present. What had England to do 
with Oregon? What did she want with it? For his 
own part, Mr. B. had not much regard for musty re- 
cords aud old voyages of old sea captains, or anti- 
qvated Spanish treaties, because we had a higher and 
better title under the law of nature and of nations. 
No other nation can be allowed to interfere with 
Oregon consistently with our safety. Our national 
safety demands that England shall not be allowed to 
augment her military command on all of our fron- 
tiers and even on our own territory. Negotiation is 
now suspenced: Mr. B. trusts Britain will not 
think proper to go to war to extend her dominions 
over our shores, but if she will, then that no peace 
may ensue while she shall continue to have a single 
foothold on our continent. Mr. B. is in favor of 
peace, but not of any peace to be attended with dis- 
graceful concession. Oregon must never be given 
up. For himself he is no friend of the admunistra- 
tion, and if Sis word could effect it, Mr. Polk would 
go out of office to-morrow. He would be glad if 
the gentleman from I/linois would inform him if ne- 
gotialions are now closed or not? [Mr. Douglas said, 
“They are closed.”] Then Mr. B. said that he 
wanted to know what was to be done with the Ore- 
gon bill. Mr. B. will not vote for any increase of 


president himself that there is a necessity for it. 
Mr. McDowell obtained the floor, and the house 
adjourned. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMANDING 
GENERAL OF THE ARMY. 





DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE. 
Head quarters of the army, 
Washington, Nov 20, 1845. 

Sim: As the basis of this annual report, I have the 
honor to submit tabular views of the army: 

A. Organization of the army, as established by law; 

B. General return (or actual number of the army;) 

C, D, E, F. Distribution of the army, territorially; 
and 

G. Exhibit of enlistments. 

The tndian frontiers continue in an unusual state 
of tranquillity. Within the year there has been no 
field operation, but many precautionary expeditions 
and movements of troops. 

An expedition under Colonel Kearney, with five 


companies of his regiment, (Ist dragoons,) along | 


the route of Oregon emigration to the South Pass of 
the Rocky mountains and back by the vailey of the 
Arkansas and the road of the Santa Fe traders, has 
been made witn extraordinary despatch and suc- 


cess. He set out from Fort Leavenworth, on the | 


Missouri, May the 18th, and returned the 19th of 
August—having marched 2,200 miles in 99 days.— 
Colonel Kearney’s interesting report, with an ab- 
stract of the journals kept, illustrated by a map of 
the whole route, are annexed. It will be seen that 
his officers and men entered upon the expedition 
with spirit, and conducted themselves throughout 
with credit. The great number of Indians passed, 
in that wide circuit, must have been powerfully im- 
pressed with the vigor, alertness, and fine appear- 
ance of the troops, as well as by the wise and hu- 
mane admonitions of the commander. 

Solonel Kearney, well acquainted with the inter- 
ests, temper, and affinities of those wild Indians, 
does not recommend the establishment of any aid- 
vanced military post on the Oregon or Sante Fe 
routes, but rather biennial or triennial cavalry ex- 
peditions, like the one he has so ably conducted. 

Another detachment of the same regiment, under 
Captain Sumner, consisting of his own and Captain 
Alleu’s companies, was in the saddle during the same 
period. ‘Uhese companics, from the Des Moines 
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and Turkey rivers, took a northerly direction; cross. 
ed the St, Peter’s, and ascended its left bank to the 
Lae Qui Parle (in this river) north of the 45th paral. 
lel of latitude. Captain Sumner held many impres- 
sive councils or dalks with half-breeds, and other Jn. 
dians who reside within the British line, but who 
come south, every summer, in search of game; be. 
sides seizing, for trial in the civil courts, severa] 
former offenders among the Sioux Indians, whose 
homes are within our limits. No doubt this expedi- 
tion has also done much good, and great credit is dye 
to its commander, officers, and men. 1 annex Cap- 
tain Sumner’s report. 

The movements of troops in the direction of Texas 
have been numerous. There are now in that coun. 
try detachments from the four regiments of artille. 
ry; the whole of the 2d dragoons, the 3d, 4th, 5th, 
7th, and 8th regiments of infantry, which (about 
4,000 men) compose the army of occupation, under 
Brevet Brigadier General Taylor, an officer of high 
merit. What detachments he may have made from 
Corpus Christi, or what provisional posts occupied, 
under the instructions of the war department, time 
has not yet permitted us to learn. But from his 
known character, that of his general staff, com. 
manders of corps, officers, and men, there is no 
doubt the army of occupation will be more than s:if. 
ficient for any defensive exigency likely to occur in 
that quarter. 

To supply the troops sent into Texas many of our 
principal frontiers, Atlantic and inland, have been 
disfurnished in the whole, or in great part, of their 
usual peace garrisons. For example, from Lake 
Champlain, around by the Saint John’s and Passa. 
maquoddy, to Newport, Rhode Island, not a con- 
pany has been left, and a single regiment (the 2d in. 
fantry) has been extended from that lake to Copper 
Harbor, half way up Lake Superior—a distance, 
following the frontiers, of more than 1,300 miles. 


To meet the wants of our extended frontiers (o 
the northwest, west, and southwest, and without re- 
ference to any immediate danger of war, Indian or 
| foreign, | beg to recommend a small augmentation of 
‘our regular forces for the ordinary service of those 
| frontiers. This inay be attained by new regiments 
i—say one of artillery and three of infantry—which 
| would add to the establishment 142 officers and 2,114 
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enlisted men, (including non-commissioned officers, 
| &c.;) or— 

| By adding 10 privates to each company of dra- 
goons, (now 50 privates each,) and 20 privates to 
‘each company of artillery and infantry, (now 42 
privates each,) of the present establishment, we 
should have a total increase (by this plan) for 20 
companies of dragoons, 40 of artillery, and 80 of in- 
fantry, of 2,600 privates—without the addition of a 
regiment, or of one aon-commissioned officer, musi- 
cian, or artificer. See organization (table) of the 
regular army of the United States, Army Register.— 
But, in this case, an additional subaltern (2) lieu- 
tenant) to each company of dragoons and infantry 
(100) would be necessary. There are, at present, 
| about 95 brevet second lieutenants (graduates of the 
Military Academy—strangely called supernumerary 
by act of April 29, 1812, sec. 4) attached to compa- 
nies, and doing duty with them. These officers 
| would be absorbed, by promotion, should this second 
| plan of augmentation be carried out, and the future 
lsupernumerary or brevet 24 lieutenants (graduates 
lof the academy) be kept down, for a series of years, 
,toa small number—not more than sufficient to sup- 
ply Uiree officers constantly on duty with each com- 
pany, and to give others for staff and detached du- 
ties which the progress of the service will, in five or 
seven years, cerlainly demand. 

Exclusive of commissioned officers, the peace es- 
lablishment was—from 1808 to 1812, 9,128 men; 
from 1815 to 1821, 11,596; and at the date of the 
last reduction, in 1842, 11,510; since that reduction, 
as at present, 7,873. 

With the larger augmentation, suggested above— 
2,600 privates—the non-commissioned officers ane 
all other entisted men would then stand 10,485; 4 
strength less than that of either 1821 or 1842. 

It wiil have been seen, in the second plan above, 
that Ihave proposed an addition of 10 privates [0 
each compaty of dragoons, and of 20 to each com 
pany of arullery and infantry only. There is 00 pe 
culiar fitness in those respective numbers. All com 
panies in war, ot on the near approach of war, an 
generally carried up to abour 100 privates each; 2" 
no matter what the limic of law, the number Ww! 
always fall from 10 to 26 per centum below, trom ine 
fear of enlisting even one man beyond the esta 
lishment. 

Our present skeleton army may, then, without 2°. 
additional regiment, and by the mere addition “ 
privates, be augmented 7,960 men, (more than — 
bled)—making a total of non-commissioned officer’, 
&ec., &c., of 15,843. 
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1 offer but elements.» It is for higher authorities 
to determine the extent (if any) and mode of aug- 
mentation. But I may add that companies with but 
42 privates cannot be isolated, (as the ordinary ser- 
yice of the frontiers so frequently requires,) and 
hence are often doubled, to garrison even some of 
the smaller posts. 

I beg also to recommend, for service at the Mili- 
tary Academy, and elsewhere, the creation of a 
company of 100 enlisted men, like that formerly 
styled, a company of bombardiers, sappers, and miners,” 
by the ‘‘act making further provision for the corps 
of engineers,” (sec. 1) approved April 29, 1812.— 
That company was attached to the corps of engin 
eers, and habitually kept on duty at the academy.— 
jt unfortunately was abolished by the act for redu- 
cing the army in 1821, after acquiring much dis- 
tinction in the Niagara campaign of 1814, under 
Captain D. B. Douglass, of the engineers, since pro- 
fesso of enginecring. No new commissioned officer 
would be be needed with the company, as it would 
properly, as before, be officered from the corps of 
engineers. 

The want of such company at the academy, for 
the practical exemplification, on the ground, of the 
art of attack and defence of fortified places, inclu- 
ding saps and mines, is universally felt in the army. 

I venture once more respectfully to invite atten- 
tion to a retreat or asylum for the worn-out or decay- 
ed rank and file of the army. The subject has been 


twice reported upon favorably, with bills, by com- | 
mittees on military affeirs in the house of represen- | 


tatives. See report No. 74, 2d session 26th congress, 
and report No. 109, 2d session 28th congress. I[f the 
want can only be placed fully before congress, it 
seems impossible to doubt success, as the asylum 
would impose no burden on the treasury, but be sup- 
ported from the army itself, in deductions, fines, and 
reversions. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, 
your obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, Secretary of war. 


Report of a summer campaign to the Rocky mountains, 
&§c., in 1845. 
Head-quarters 1st Regiment Drazoons, 
St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 15, 1845. 

Sin: The marches pointed out in the instructions 
to me from your office, of April 9th, have been per- 
formed. The journal report, by Adjutant Turner, 
Ist dragoons, and the map of the country over 
which we passed, drawn by Lieutenant Franklin, to 
pographical engineers, being now completed, are en- 
closed herewith. They render any other than a brief 
report from me unnecessary. 

On the 18th May I left Fort Leavenworth, being 
in command of five companies of my regiment, each 
00 strong, well mounted and equipped for any ser- 
vice; each dragoon having his proper arms—a sabre, 
carbine, and pistol. Two mountain howitzers fol- 
lowed in the rear of the eolumn. The officers at- 
tached to the expedition were Colonel Kearny, 
Surgeon De Camp, Captain McKissack, (assistant 
quartermaster,) Lieutenant Franklin, (topographical 
engineers,) Lieutenant Turner, (adjutant of regi- 
ment,) Lieutenant Carleton, (assistant commissary 
of subsistence.) With company A, were Captain 
Eustis, Lieutenant Ewell—with C, Captain Moore, 
Lieutenant Smith—with F, Lieutenants Kearney, 
Stanton—with G, Capt. Burgwin, Lieutenant Love 
—with K, Captain Cooke, Lieutenant Hammond.— 
Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick was our guide. From Fort 
Leavenworth we marched westward, and in about 
120 miles fell on the Oregon trail, near the “Big 
Blue;” continued on that trail to the Nebraska, or 
Platte river, which we. struck near the head of 
Grand island—up the Fight bank of that river to 
the “Forks,”—up the ‘North Fork” to Fort Lara- 
mie, which is a trading post of the fur company at 
the mouth of the Laramie river, and which we 
reached on the 14th June. Leaving company A in 
Camp, afew miles from Fort Laramie, | proceeded 
With the other four on the 17th June—continued up 
the north fork of the Platte—crossed from that river 
hear the *‘Red Buttes,” to “‘Sweet Water”—up that 
river to a short distance from its source, where we 
left it and marched by the “South Pass” of the 
Rocky mountains to the waters of Green river, oa 
the Colorado of the West, which flows to the Gulf 
of California and the Pacific ocean. 

aving reached the “South Pass,” the extreme 
West contemplated in our expedition, we, on the Ist 
of July, commenced our return; aud, on the 13th, 
found company A not far from where we had left it 
on the Laramie river. Taking that company with 
us, We proceeded south on the following day— 
marched near the base of the mountains, (passing 

Long’s” and “Pike's” peaks,’?) reached the Arkan- 


above *Bent’s fort,’ (another trading post of the fir} 
company,)—passed that fort on the 29th July—cou- 
tinued our march down, on the left bank of the Ar- 
kansas, to near the ‘‘Pawnee fork” of 1t—from there 
to the Kansas, which we crossed about 50 miles 
from its mouth, and returned to Fort Leavenworth 
on the 24th of August. having been absent from there 
99 days; during which these dragoons had marched 
at least 2,200 miles through the Indian country—a 
wilderness; a considerable portion of it a barren one 
—carrying their provisions and stores with them, 
their horses subsisting entirely upon the grass afford- 
ed by the prairie. 

During our march, we met with the Pawnees— 
with several tribes of the Sioux Indians—with the 
Cheyennes Arapahoes. They were distinctly told | 
that the road opened by the dragoons must not be | 
closed by the Indians, and that the white people tra- | 
velling upon it must not be disturbed, either in their | 
persons or property. It is believed that the Indians | 
will remember and observe what has been told to 
them on this subject. 

Diring our march, we met with no obstacles | 
that were not easily overcome, and with but one ac- | 
cident of a serious result, which was that of a car-| 
bine being accidentally discharged by private | 
Smith, of company G, when the ball shattered his, 
right arm so much as to render ampulation neces- | 
sary. | 

Every man who left Fort Leavenworth, with the 
command, in May, has returned to his station. We 
lost about nine public horses and mules, which died | 
of disease, fatigue, and other causes. 

Great credit is due to the officers and enlisted men 
who composed this command. They have all prov-| 
ed themselves what their ambition is to be—good | 
soldiers. 

From the time of our reaching the Oregon trail, | 
near the “Big Blue” we continued on it to the| 
“South Pass,” overtaking many of the emigrants, | 
the advance of whom we passed at Fort Laramie. | 
The total number this season we found to be about | 
850 men, 475 women, 1000 children; driving with 
them about 7,000 head of cattle, 400 horses and 
mules, with 460 wagons. 

From Fort Leavenworth to the neighborhood of | 
Fort Laramie, we found the soil tolerably fertile, 
and attording tolerable grazing for our horses. From | 
the neighborhood of Fort Laramie to the South 
Pass, a distance of about 300 miles, the country is a 
barren sandy desert, producing little else than ‘Fre- 
montia,’’ (so called after Captain Fremont,) Arteme- 
sia, (wild sage,) and a variety of cactus, (prickly | 
pear.) Near the water courses we found grass 
enough to support our horses, though frequently not 
as much as they required. From near Fort Larami- 
to the South Pass, | do not believe that a haif dozen 
quarter sections of land (of good soil, timber, and 
water) could be found, which a western farmer 
would settle upon, if located in Missouri, or in any | 
other slate where the soil and other advantages for | 
farming are equally favorable. 


It has been suggested by some persons thata mili- | 
tary post should be established near Fort Laramie, | 
or above there, for the protection of the Oregon emi- | 
grants, and as a connecting link with the Oregon | 
territory. {[ am of the opinion that the establish ! 
ment of a post there, at this time, would be very in- 
judicious, and the little advantage to be derived from | 
it not in the least commensurate with the enormous | 
expense which would necessarily be incurred in | 
maintaining it; as, on account of there being no 
water transportation (the fur companies could not | 
even get their skin-boats down the Platte this sea- | 
son) all the supplies for such post must be hauled | 
by land about 350 miles—namely from Fort Pierre, 
(a trading post of the American Fur company,) on 
the Missouri, and which is the nearest point to it on 
that river. 

In lieu of the establishment of a military post in 
that upper country, I would suggest that a military 
expedition, similar to the one of this season, be made 
every two or three years. They would serve to 
keep the Indians perfectly quiet, reminding them of 
(as this one proved) the facility and rapidity with 
which our dragoons can march through any part of 
their country, and that there is no place where they 
can go but the dragoons can fojlow; and, as we are 
better mounted than they are, overtake them. 

Althéugh we did not see as many Indians on our 
march as we had desired, yet the fact of our having 
been through their country is, no doubt, at this 
time known to every man, woman, and child in it. 
And as these were the first soldiers ever seen by 
those upper Indians, and as those who saw thew 
were much struck with their uniform appearance— 
their fine horses—their arms and big guns (howit- 
zers)—it is most probable, in their accounts to those 
who did not see us, they have rather exaggerated 
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it was ascertained by us that nearly all the emr- 


grauis of this season were going to the Wilhamet 
river, on which are said to be the best lands within 
our limits south of the Columbia; and it is known that 
to get there they would, after leaving the South Pass, 
follow the trail of the emigrants of previous years 
and go to Fort Hall, which is on ‘Lewis’ Fork;” 
down that fork to the Columbia; down that river 
near to its mouth, where they find the Wilhamet; 
then up that river—a most circuitous jonrney. No 


,other route has yet been discovered by which the 


emigrants or others can get to the Wilhamet; but 
there is little or no doubt that a distance of about 
400 miles can be saved for them, and a much better 
route than the present one to pass over, by leaving 
the trail on Bear river—pass north of Lake Bonne- 
ville to Ogden’s on Lost river—cross the Wyhee 
river and the Blue mountains north of Clamet lake, 
and then fall on Ihe head-waters of the Wilhamet.— 
Should it be deemed advisable to have that country 
explored, with the view of finding such a route as [ 
have alluded to, I would respectfully recommend for 
that purpose Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, who was our 
guide during the late expedition; an excelient woods- 
man—one who has been much west of the moun- 
tains, and who has as good, if not a better know- 
ledge of that country than any other man in exist- 
ence. 

In marching down the Arkansas, we met with 
several parties of traders going t&#Texas and Santa 
Fe; they were getting along without molestation 
and without difficulty. We saw no Indians on this 
river, except some Apaches who reside in New 
Mexico. 

There are a number of white men from our own 
states, who have nomirally their residence near 
Taas and Santa Fe, and who come frequently into 
the Indian country between the Upper Arkansas and 
the Platte between “Bent’s fort” and ‘Fort Lara- 
mie,” bringing whiskey with them, which they trade 
to the Indians—consequently causing much difficul- 
ty and doing muchharm. ‘This should be prevented; 


‘and possibly might, by the appointment of a sub- 
agent, which J recommend, located at ‘* Bent’s fort,” 
who, under instructions from the war department, 


might put a stop to that traffic in thal section of 
country. 
I cannot refrain from repeating, in this place, 


what I have for many years been convinced of— 
that the good of the Indians would be much advanc- 
-ed, and the peace of the country much more effectu- 


ally secured, if congress would pass a law declaring 
the whole of the Indian country under martial law. 
The difficulty of taking persons accused of offences 


_in the Indian country, with witnesses, to the civil 
courts, which are so remote, and which sit only at 


stated periods in the year, renders much of the 
trade and iutercourse law of 1834 inoperative and 
useless. 

ft will be seen by the accompanying map, that 
from observations taken by Lieut. Franklin, (topo- 
graphical engineer,) he found ‘Jackson's Grove,” 
on the south side of the Arkansas, (the place where 
Capt. Cooke, of my regiment, disarmed the Texans 
under Col. Snively in 1843,) to be east of the 100th 
deg. of longitude, and therefore was at that time, as 
now, within our territorial limits. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. KEARNEY, 
Colonel 1st dragoons. 

Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adjutant General U. S. Army. 


REMARKS. 
What Colone! Kearney proposes—martial law for 
the “Indian country”—(see Cross, p. 234, act June 


30, 1834, sec. 1,) may be worthy of consideration 


I cannot conceive the legal existence of martial 
law in the United States, or in their organized terri- 
tories, except as prescibed by congress in the act of 
April 10, 1806, commonly called rules and articles of 
war. For the persons subject to this code, see the be- 
ginning of the act, and articles 96 and 97—also sec. 
2, Cross, pp. 107, 122, and 123. All but the last of 
these provisions are founded on art. i, sec. 8, clauses 
13, 14, and 15, of the constitution, and the Sth 
amendment, But the writ of habeas corpus may be 
suspended by congress, in certain cases, and this it 
has been ignorantly supposed would let in martial 
law as applicable to persons other than those men- 
tioned in the articles of war. Such persons might, 
nu dovbl, under the suspension of the writ, be de- 
prived of their liberty for a time, but could only be 
further punished by the ordinary or civil courts of 
the land, if citizens, and consequently not ‘‘spies.”’ 
Col. Kearney’s suggestion, however, applies to the 
Indian country as defined in the act of 1834, and 
which lies outside of our states and organized terri- 
tories. 

Respectfully submitted to the secretary of war. 





than lessened our numbers, power, and force. 


Nov. 10, 1845. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
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CVRONICE EF. 

Mexico. The New. York Sun says it has ic ceived 
lettirs a few days later from the city of Mexico, bet 
they contain no ceriain information of the actual result 
of General Paredes’ revolt. | ‘There were rumors in 
Washington last week that he had overthrown Here- 
ra’s government, and these rumors appear oniy to be 
repeated in the intelligence received by the Sun. It 
suys. “tie had pronounced against the administration 
ot President Herrera, and was marching rapidly to- 
wards the capital, haviag thrown the government of 
their guard by writing to thein, on the same day that he 
revolied, that he was guing to the ‘Texan frontiers to 
‘chastise the Americans.’ He was carrying ail before 
hius on the road, being joinea by the forces in the de- 
partments. ‘Herrera has fallen,’ says one of our cor- 
respondents, “and a fierce tyrant of the order of 
Santa Anna has ascended the throne of the Mo..tez- 
mas. We inter from this that the capital hos subinited 
io Paredes ‘The rumored movements of France and 
Evgland in Mexico indicate an ailiance between them 
and Paredes. An offieer of the Society for the Union 
of the North American Republics writes encourayingly 
of the suciety’s prospects, and says, ‘the revolution o 
Pasedes is only the first of a long series of revolutions, 
planned in Kurope fora purpyse which the people ot 
Mexico will yet discover, in time to defeat the wile 
scheme aud save the country.’ ” 

Later. The barque Ann Louisa, arrived ai New 
York, briags Vera Craz dates to the 14th; tiles of pa- 
pers from thence to the 10:h, and from ihe city of Mex- 
icv tu the 4th Deceygber. Our readers wili be egially 
surprised and gratiffed,to ascertain from ail those sources, 
that the report of a counter revolution having been at- 





tunpted by Gen. Paredes, and his pronouncing against | 


a ireaiy with the United States, and bis marching upon 
Mexico, are unfounded aspersivas of ihat officer’s cha- 
recter, tur which he has ordered legal proceediags to be 
commenced at Mexico. ‘The American minister, Mr. 
Sumpeit, had left Vera Cruz fur Mexico. Verbal ac- 
c¢ unis say he had reached that cuy. Mr. Parrorr, sec- 
retury of legation, had reached Vera Cruz in the U.S. 
brig Porpoise. ‘The U.S. ship St. Marys was to sai! 
from Vera Cruz fur Pensacola on the bia ult. 


‘The chamber of depuiies Went into secre. session on | 


the 22d ult., aud declared its siting permaient, in order 
tat the two generals, Paredes and Arista, might make 
certain communications to the governinent, upon tie 


wovement of the troops of the Uniied Siates tpou Ma- | 





is upon this ground that, irresp etive of his war propen- 
sites, a darve party by this country (Eogland) wi-h well 
to Mr. Polk, ‘They dishke his’ pagaacity, but they are 


ts desirous of reducing the Tarif from “Protection,” or 
prohibition, to revenue.” 

Hon. A. Stewart has addressed a circular to mer- 
chants, manufacturers, farmers, mechanics, taborers, 
jand others, witha View to using the answers tothe in- 
| terrogatories propounded, in the discussion of the tariff 


| question before the present congress. te says the whole 





., Opposition to the protective policy is based upon the as- 


/suapiion of the iact, that protective duties increase pri- 
| ces, and are, therefore, oppressive, and that if this can 
| be proved unirue, the whole opposition must fall. The 
| Question is resolved into one ot mere fact, and we there 
fore rust attention will be paid to the questions, which 


.. Mr. Stewart will probably circulate extensively. 


[Phil. North American. 

/ “Richelieu” writes from Washinzton to the New York 
| Fribune: ~—*Quiie a force froin the Boston, New York, 
| Philadelphia and B dumore Custom-houses is now pre- 
‘sentin this city. trying that Financial Ulwpia, where 


partial to the President because he is a Free Trader, and | 


es ee 





&c., so that the stock debt was actnally increased in th 
time, the actual reduction in the debt for the years og 
Ing with the present fiscal year will be $4,069,090, «p,.. 
Sults like these,” says the governor, “ wiil rapidly salons 
the canal revenues from the consuming demand for in. 

terest which has so long nearly absorbed their whole nett 

proceeds.” 

The revenues of all the canals, for the last fiscal year 
have exceeded those of 1844 by the sum of Pay 38 
but the expenses exceed those of that year by $140,169 
| 96; so that the surplus of revenue over the expenditure 
‘18 S114.185 55 less than the same surplus of the prevVicug 
year. ‘Uhe canajtolls for the last fiscal years were $12 . 
305 56 less than for the year 1844. But the tolls upon 
, the canals for the last season of navivation have eXceed- 
ied those of any previous vear, being $2,616,453 78 a. 
eainst $2,446 372 52 for 1844. 

_ ‘Phe governor approves of the course of the President 
\in relation to the Oregon question, and of the offer of the 
, 49th parailel as the extreme limit of reasonable conces. 
| sion. 
| Tue ANTI-RENT TROUBLES, occupy considerable 
| space in the message; by way of remedy for the evils 


Protection begins and Revenue ends. Mr. Bridge of ' complained of le recommends a change of the tenures 


| Boston, Bogardus, Welden and Conolly of New York, 
) Stewart ef Philadelphia, and other Deputy Collectors, 
| Appraisers, Clerks, &c. are ere on this interesting bu- 
siness. ‘Theyyhave a room in the Treasury building 
| where they meet daily to assist Mr. Walker in maturing 
|a tree trade tariff bili.”’ 
Que of the first measures adopted by the Republican 
i party during Mr. Madisous, administration, towards ob- 
jtauung ways and means wherewith to conduct the op- 
‘erations of the war of 1812, was by a single act of 
congress to deuble the duties. upon tnportativus which 
rate was continued during the whole of the war. 
| ‘The present administration appear determined to re- 
verse that process, by lowering the existing tariff about 
(one halt. 

‘I'he Hon. Cuartes Hupson, Representative in Con- 
‘gress fram the Worcester, Mass. Disirict, has writen a 
letier to the editor of the Worcester Spy.in which he 
‘says: “Ud think the fate of the present tariff act is seal- 
‘ed. ‘To save it'n the house, we must have every Whig 
vote and abuut 36 of the Democratic votes, and I can- 
(nol reckon move than 25. In the senate, if the two 


acted upon, be free trade men, as they doubtless will be, 


there is no hope of arresiing tt there. Lthink, therefore, 


that we have got to submit to demvucratic free trade.” 


| 


‘Texan senators, which will be on before the subject is 


from leasehold to fee situple estates, (with the consent of 
‘the landlords;) the abolition, prospectively, of the distress 
i for rent; and the removal of leasehold estates. 


| Pexnsytvania. The legislature met on Tuesday las! 
‘Daniel L. Sherwood [loco] was elected president of the 
isenate, and Findley Paterson, {loco,] of Armstrong co., 
ispeaker of the house of delegates. 

‘The governors message shows the balance in the state 
treasury to be $625 000, which, with what may certainly 
be calculated on, will meet the interest due in February 
which will be paid. 1 

Fhe public debt is 340,986,392,-the annual interest on 
which is $2,023.996—a sum Jess than the receipis; but 
the pos:ponement of a certain class of payments euables 
the state to meet the principal demands. 
| The governor remarks that he was right in his mes- 
sage ot last January, that the state was not then prepar- 

ed to resume the payment of its tuterest; but having 
commenced, \1 would be dishonorable now not to make 
| provisious io Sausty public wants. 

| The present, the governor considers as a crisis, and 
ithinks it ought to be met. In December next, there wii! 


{ - 
ote 


‘be unly 100,000 in the treasury, so that though no ex- 
| traordinary expenses should be inenrred, there must be 
jsome additional iacome to meet the February interest in 
11847. What that income shall be from, the governor 





tanwras, This was before intelligence had ieached! | He vRY Cray. The New Orleans correspondent of | does not advise. 
there of the arrival of an American niinisier he Charleston Courier, lina recent ietter, says; Mr. Clay | ‘The governor goes into a short history of internal im- 
Accounts are published in the Mexican papers of the. is expected here shortly oo matters of business, and it IS | provements in the state, shows how the debt of the staie 
n rival ul different times up to the 29h of Noveinber, at , Here many understuad that he will pass ihe Christmas arose, re fi rs to the legislation which led to great losses, 
Matamoras, of four of the dragoons and one of the tee | whdays with us. (Such was M:. Clay’s intentioa, but | and condemns the system of gratuities. : 
funtry, “from the eneimy’s army at Corpus Clirisii,’” | We very mucii tear that 11 has been trustrated Dy the state ‘There is a glance at the evils of Banks, and the bank- 
tuily armed and equipped, ail Irishmen, and belonging | of Navigauon on the western rivers.) Itis said that he! ing sys cu; with its evils. The governor thinks that no 
new banking capital is required, and that restrictions 


toa party that Was seat out tu recoanoitre the passes of | Is Fe ated in avery heavy law suit. which is to be ar- 


the Nueces. They assign their conviction of the injus- gued beforewne vt our courts this winter, and in which 
tice of the conduct of the Americans towards the Mex , {he United States is defendant, the property in dispute 


ican republic, as their mduccinent for changing sides in 
the aiffray. 
‘The department ot Durango had suflered dreadfully by | 
an uttack trom the ludians. ‘The city of San Juan de! 
Ray, had been taken by them afier a severe fight In | 
wiuch 53 of the citizens were Jett dead upon the field | 
The In. tans were threaining the depariment of Coahull- 
la, and also others. On the 9th December tie steam- | 
ship Guadaluupe leit the above pert for ‘Tobasco, 
having oa beard General M. Cela, governor and com 
mandant of the department, with vitvers and suite, aad | 
a battalion of infantry. 


Sr. Dominco. By arrivals at New York inte ligence 


being of immense value. Rumor says that Mr, Clay 
| hasu fee of 210,000 down, und is to have one-third of 


the property claimed if successful. There are some re- 
purts of his being up a short visit to Havana, and per- 
haps to Texas, (doubtful) before he returns to Kentucky, 
but i know nothing as to What reuance may be piaced 
Upeu iden. 

Texas. By the arrival of the steamship Galveston we 
have received our files of ‘Texas p»pers tu the 27th wit.— 
ihe returns of the receut electious were Coming in. Gen. 
Birleson iseleecied senator from Bastrop and Travis.— 


| Among the names of the senators aud representa'ives 
‘chosen, We perceive those of General Cuumbers, Col. | on the part of the representatives of the Old Dominion 


Cuney, Col. V. BE. Howard, Gen. Cazneau. Gen. Hen- 


ought, when they can, be placed on the existing banks. 

Reference is made to the important mineral and agri- 
cultural wealth «f the state, and that leads to a reference 
to the protective tariff, and in favor of discriniinating du- 
tles for protection. 

The tari. —Mr. Sanderson, of Lebanon, introduced 
into the ievislature of Pennsylvamia, a preamble and re- 
solutions setung forth the advantages and biessi:gs at- 
tibutable to the tariff act of 1842, and requesting (not 
instructing) the senators and representatives in congress 
from that siate, to oppose any alfempt to amend or mo- 
j dity the said act of August, 3f, 1842. Laid on the table. 
Virginia. Interual improvements.—There is certainly 

no want of schemes nor apparently any lack of anxiety 





jtyumake progress towards developing the advantages 0 


has been received Of an engagement between the Domi- | derson is doubtless elected governor— Major Darnell, pres | that state,—but we reeret to observe indications of a de- 


' 


nicans and Haytiens, in which the latier were cumplele- 
ly vefeatea, with a loss of 40) or OUU men, aud some | 
taken prisovers. Lhe Haytens were making prepara: | 
uons tor anoluer encuunier, 


[’uSINESS CIRCLES, are considerably interrupted, im part | 
by the depth of winter, andin pari by tie nice po ise of | 
of our political relations—all leariulio move for ihe mo 
ment, until some deeded compiexion is assumed in re- 
werd to war or peace. ‘The price of fluur bas rather im 
proved during the week, Other produce hes not.— | 
stocks continue to have a downward tendency. a 

Money is at a higher rate of interest and more dith- | 
éult to be obtained in Boston, New York, and Piiladel 
phia. Caution is the order of the day. _ 

Business men and basiness communities are how ac- | 
uvely occupied in making up the annual exhibits of the | 
jast year’s operations. 

From Europe we have no advices since the arrival of | 
the Acadia, which brougin Liverpool dates to the 4th | 
Dec. No steamer was to ieave there afier that, for this 
country during December. We are now ivokiug tor 
some of our fine packet ships with impatieice. ‘The 
Burgundy was to leave Havre on the Ist, the lowa on} 
the Sih, the Oneida on. the 16th, and the Emerald on the | 
84th Dec. ‘The Rochester was to sail from Liverpool on 
the the 6th; the Garrick on the Hlth; the si. George on 
the 15th; the Moatezuma on the 16th; the Independence 
on the 2isi. “The Quebec was to leave London ou the 
10th and the Victoria on tic 20th. Que of the steuiners 
was to leave Liverpool on the 4th of January. 


| 
| 
j 


Tue Tarver. ‘The last number of. the Liverpool 


bably, leat governer. 

tion. ‘1’. Piisbury has accepted the nominated for re- 
presentauve lo congress. 

Letters from the Red River country announce a Steady 
advauce !n prosperity, and a constant seam of emigra- 


won. [N O. Bee. 
U.S. rreasury xores. The amount of outsianding 


‘and uncancclied vutes, on the Isi of January, 1846, was 
| $577,895 38. 


New York custom uouse. Amount of collections 
duriog the meoath of December, 1344, $900,003 
do do do 1845, 1,089,666 


$159 663 


New Yorx. The Legisluture, met on Tuesday. The 
lieuienant goverier is ex vilicio president of the senate, 
aud Wituam E. Crain was ekcted speaker of the 
house of represeutatives. 

The twu houses having organized, governor Wrienart. 
eoumunicated bis andual wessage trom which wejlearn 
that 

Lhe Canal debt, at the close of the fiscal year on the 
30i September last, amounted to $19,690,020 77. Oj 
this sum, $111,365 54, all ‘hat remuins of the old canal 
debt due on the ist July last, was provided. fur, as was 
alsu the paymeatot the Chenango canal stocks, which 
became payable ou the Istinsiant. So that the balance 
of debt nut yet due is $17,216,119 57. The amount fal- 
ling due on the Ist July next for the Oswego aud Cayuga 
and Seneca stucks will be $571,304; which, whea paid 
will leave the balance of unredeemed canal debt $16,- 
644,515 57. Thus, while the means of the two firs 


1845 exceeds 1844 by 





Times, received Dy the Acadia, contains the tullowiig: 


Commerce is always the souther vf angry passions—tbe | years aller tha passage uf the act of 1842 were conéuin- 
oil upon the troubied waters of conieading factions. hi }ed in paying off temporary loans, damuges tu contractors, 


plorable waut of harmony, trom which an entire faiure 
is to be epprenenced. So tar, no one seheme or miterest 
) has beew avle to raily a majority. of the legisiature. See- 
tioial iiteresis, the cast arrayed against the west asa 
inatier of course, is the first grand division of inicrests. 
Then these have each some half dozen sub—divisions, 
such as Wheeling against Parkersburg—the James’ river 
feanal against railroads, &c. &c. Harmony may be 
worked out by friction perhaps, during the session, 80 
iar as to make some favorable domonstration tin favor 0 
the ampie uatural resources of this noble state. . 

The last project we haven account of from thence 8 
a sweeping one. A bill has been proposed in the house 
by a iepresentative from Riclimond, for iucorporating 4 
compauy with a capital et $12,000,000, to construct4 
railruad tron Riehmoad to the Ohio river. The state 8 
to subscribe two fifths of the capital so soon as the other 
three fifths siiall have been taken. The company 1s 
have a vast scope of other powers besides that of col 
structing the rovad—such for instance, as “buying, sell 
ing, and iopreving unsettled and waste lands west’ 
the Blue Rodge in this state; and for the establishment 
and carrying on of manufactories of iron, flour, cottet 
aud such other purposes as the company niay seiect— 
extepl banking.” 

Tuve in Norta Oregon. Should we. ever extend 
our possessious in Oregon as far north as the Roman" 
mountains, in whatis now called the British possessiv™ 
near the seventieth paralle!, we shall reach that parar 
lel where the sun does not set in Summer. lo 

The days are therefure six monthslong. What oer 
rious Fourth of July these Oregonians will have. ‘© 
wonder tf the troops will parade ail he morning. #8 | yey 
dv amoung us! We should like to see their firsi oral mn 
if it was not ioe lung. (NV. ¥. Sus 
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